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LETTER; 


Written upon the DISCOVERY 
Of the Late | 


PL OH 


SIR, 


Heartily thank you for the News your laſt brought 
me, of the diſcovery of that horrid Plot, both againſt 
SS his Mij:ſties Perſon , and the whole Kingdom. I 
doubt not but all good men are offering up their ac- 
knowledgments to God, for ſo great a Bleſſing 3 which is 
a freſh demonſtration of his care of this Church, and State : 
and that all our Crying ſins have not provoked him yet 
to abandon us : of which I pray God make us all ſcnfible, 
that we may not continue to pull down ſuch judgments, as 
the malice of wicked men would readily become inſtru- 
mental in, if the Providencs of God did not ſo wonderfully 
and ſeaſonably interpoſe. | 
There is only one Paſſzge in your Letter, that I wonder 
at. You tell me every body tis ſurprized with this Plot now 
diſcovered. I confeſs I am not of their mind; for although 
I know there are perſons of high Honour, and un- 
tainted Loyalty of the Roman Religion, who abominate 
the thoughts of all ſecret Aſſafiinations, much more of 
A 1 Murders 
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Murdering his Majeſty ; yet ſuch practices are ſo neceſlari- 
ly conſequent to the Principles of that Church, that no 
Member of it, who throughly underſtands them, can, while 
they continue in that Communion,avoid the being involved. 
io Conſpiracies, as oft as a fit occaſion preſents it ſelf. 

Theſe ſeveral years paſt they have boaſted much of their 
Loyalty, and their Services and Sufferings for his Majeſty, 
during the late Civil Wars, All this was neceſſary to make- 
the Government put confidence in them, that ſo they might 
more ſecretly lay their deſigns : which were to take effe&, 
when a ConjuaCture was offered that feemed favourable.But 
l muſt again and again repeat, what I often told you in dif- 
courſe ; That no Member of that Church can thorowly un- 
derſtand and believe the Principles of it,and be a good Sub- 
je even to a King of his own Perſwaſion : But he can be 
much leſs ſo, to a Prince whom he looks on as an Heretick, 
who thereby lies under a general Excommunication, and may 
be brought under a particular and Formal one, - before he, 
or any body elſe, bur ſuch as are fit to be entruſted with 
the Secret, ſhall know it: And then the Prince is at the 
mercy of all his Popiſh Subje&s, who if they confider a- 
right the Dodrine of their own Church, muſt depart from 
their Allegiance to Him, and be ready to do any thing 
that is laid on them, by thoſe who are either dire&ly their 
Superiours, if they have taken Religious Vows; or atleaſt, 
have ſome authority over their Conſciences. 

This E ſhall open to you in as ſhort and plain terms as is 
pollible 3 and the rather, that you may communicate it to 
fome perſons of Honour of that Religion, who I hope up- 
en ſo freſh a Diſcovery of theſe praftices, may be now not 
unwilling to examine a Point, the conſideration of which 
they before rejected, as an Imputation caſt on their Religt- 
on. This will now, I imagine, move them ſo far to demur, 
2s to conſider impartially whether ſuch praftiſes flow only 
£ from 
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from the ill Tempers of particular Perſons, or from the re- 
ceived Principles of their Church. This latter IT undertake 
to make out, from the undeniable Maximes, to which all 
of that Communion are bound to adhere. 

There are Two Principles, which I may well call the 
Fundamental Principles of the Rowan Church : fince all 
Opinions that are not inconſiſtent with them, can be tolle- 
rated among them : But whatever ſtrikes at theſe, muſt 
needs be Abominated, as Deſtrucive of that, they call The 
Catholick Faith. The one is, The Authority of the Church, 
The other is, The Certainty of Tradition, If then the Do- 
arine of Depoſing Kings, and by conſequence Killing then 
( for if they are juſtly depoſed, it's as jult to kill them as to 
kill any Uſurper) is ſuch, that without denying the Autho- 
rity of the Church, and the Certainty of Tradition, it 
cannot be denied ; then all men muſt reſolve either to ac- 
knowledg it, or to renounce their Subjection to a Church: 
that muſt needs believe it, 

About the Authority of the Church, Two things are to 
| be obſerved, that ſerve for clearing what I deſign to make: 
our. 

The Firſt is, That the Church in any one Age has as 
much Authority as ever it had, or can have in any other 
Age: For if Chriſts Promiſes, together with the other Ar- 
guments they bring for the Authority of the Church, be- 
good, they are alike ſtrong at all Times, andin all Ages: 
And therefore though in writing Books of Controverſies 
they muſter up Authorities out of the former Ages, becauſe. 
we profeſs we pay little eſteem to the latter Ages : Yet a-- 
mong themſelves all Ages are alike, and. the Decrees of 
them are of equal authority, 

Secondly, The Authority of the Church is as little to be 
diſputed in moral matters, that fall under praQtice, as in- 
Articles of Faith that only fall under Speculation, and _ 
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word, The Church muſt be the Infallible Expounder of 
the Ten Commandments, as well as of the Creed. All 
the Arguments from Chriſts Promiles, from the hazard of 
truſting to our private Reaſoninge, and the Neceflity of 
Submitting to a publick Judg, are by ſo much the more 
concludirg in Practica) matters, as it 1s of more Importance, 
That M-n think aright in Practical than 1n Speculetive 
Opinions, If then there ariſes a Queſtion about a Moral 
matter, or the Expcſi-ion of any of the Commandments, 
The only certain Dzcilion muſt be expected from the 
Cnurch. Fer inſtance, a Queſtion ariſes about Images , 
Whether it is lawful to uſe them 1n the Worſhip of God, 
upon the ſeeming O-poſition which the worſhip of them has 
to the 24 Commandment ? Since the Church has once De« 
termin'd that it may be lawfully uſed, it is Herefie to deny 
it, on this pretence, that we fancy it 1s contrary to one of 
the Commandments, So if a Controverhie ariſe upon the 
Fifth Commandment, How far a Kivg is to be acknows- 
ledged, if the Church has determined the Limirs of that, 
it is Herefie to carry it further. If alſo another Queſtion 
ariſe how much the Sixth Commandment obliges ? It muſt 
be carried fo far and no further than the Determination of 
the Church allows. I confeſs by the Dodrine of that 
Church, even a General Council may err in a point in 
which any matter of Fa 1s included : Becauſe they may be 
deceived by a falſe TIaformation. But in a General Rule 
about Morality, and the Extent of any of the Ten Com- 
mandments, The Decifion of the Church muſt either be 
certain, aad for ever Obligatory, or the whole Doctrine of 
the Infallibiiity of the Church falls to the ground. 
Concerning the Certainty of Tradition, the general Opini- 
on of that party, is, That Tradition is an Infallible Coavey- 
ance of Divine Truth : and that whatever any Age of the 
Ciurch delivers to another as derived from Chrilt and his 
Apoltles, 
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Apoſtles, muſt be received with the ſame Veneration and 
Obedience that we pay to the Holy Scriptures. And for 
the ways of diſtinguiſhing a Tradition of the Church from 
any Impoſture, or Novelty: There be four of them. 

The firſt, Thatis the moſt doubtfu}, is, That the greateſt 
and moſt eſteemed Doftors in any Age celiver as a Divine 
Truth. Nor is it nececflary that they formally ſay, This is 
a Tradition: but if many of them mention ar. Opinion, and 
declare their own aſſent to it, this paſſes as a ſufficient proof 
of che Tradition of any Age of the Church, So in all points 
of Cont roverſie between them and us, the greatclt part of 
their Writers, ( ſome few later and ſuſpeted ones only ex- 
cepted ) think they have ſufficiently juſtified their Church, 
when they bring Teſtimonies out of any of the Writizgs of 
the Fathers, that ſeem to favour their Opinion : and will 
call it unreaſonable for us to rejeCt theſe, becauſe they only 
deliver their own opinion, and do not call it the Tradition 
of the Church, but conclude, That many Writers in any 
age aſſerting an Opinion, it may well be looked on as the - 
Tradition of that Ape. 

But, becauſe this is more liable to exception, there is 
another way, that is more infallible to juadg of Tradition : 
and that is, by the conveyance of the See of Roxze, which 
they judg the chief Depoſitory of the Faith; and for which 
they fanſie they have ſo many proofs, from the high things 
ſome of the Fathers have ſaid about the cignity of that 
See. Now if theſe conciuce any thing, it mult follow, 
That whatever has been delivered in any Age by a Pope, 
as conveyed down from Chriſt, or his Apeſtles, muſt either 
be ſo indeed, or the See of Rowe is not a faithul Trenſmit- 
ter of Tradition. | 
- But, there is yet a more certain way of judging of Tradis, 
tion, by what the chief Paſtors of the Church have deli- 
vered, when aſſembled in a general Council. This being the 
Supreme 
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Supreme Tribunal in the Church, there can lie no appeal 
from it: Nor can the DoQtrines delivered or approved by 
it be queſtioned. For inſtance, It it were under debate, 
How the Tradition about Tranfubſtantiation can be made 
outin the Thirteenth Century; itis needleſs to ſeck any other 
.evidence, than, That one Almerick is condemned for deny- 
ing it, and in Oppoſition to that, it was formaily cſtabiſh- 
ed 1n a &neral Council. This is as much as can bc had, and 
he were very unreaſonable that were not ſatisfied with it: 
So if it be asked, How can the Tradition of the Ded&rine of 
Depoſing Kings, and giving away their Duminiors in the 
ſame Century be proved? The Anſwer is plain, Thit ſame 
very Council decreed it: Upen which a great Prince was 
depoſed, and his Domi3ions were given to ano: her. 

Theſe are the Common Standards by which Traditions are 
Examined. But to theſe a new one has been lately added : 
which is indeed a much fhorter and nearer way : And that 
is, whatever the Church holds in any one age, as a Material 
point of Religion, ſhe muſt have received it from the for- 
mer age, and that age from the former, and ſo it climbs up- 

wards till the days of the Apoſtles, If this be a certain 
Track of Tradition by which we may infallibly trace it 5 
<Then for inſtance, 1f in any one age, it hath been believed, 
That St. Peter had power from Chriſt, which heleft to the 
See of Rozve, by which his Succeſſor in it can depoſe Kings, 
thea this muſt be an Apoſtolical Tradition, and by conſe- 

nence of .cqual authority with any thing written in the 
Scriptures. 

To theſe General Confiderations about the Authority of 
the Church, and the Certainty of Tradition ; I ſhall add 
Two other, about the Nature of Supreme and Soveraign 
Power : By which we may judg of what Extent the Popes 
Power muſt be, if he have an authority to depoſe Kings, 
and transfer their Dominions to other perſons. 

Firſt, 
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Firſt, When the Soveraign Powers proceed in a Legal 
way againſt its SubjeQsz If either they abſcond, ſo that they 
cannot be found ; Or have ſuch a Power about them, that 
the Sovereiga cannot bring them to puniſhment 3 He may 
declare them Rebels, and ſet Prices on their Heads; And in 
that caſe it is as lawful for any Subje& to kill them, as it is 
for an Executioner to put a condemned Perſon to Death. 
Theſe being the ſeveral ways the Law provides in thoſe (e- 
veral caſes. So when a Pope depoſes a Prince, He may as 
lawfully ſet on private Aſſaſſinates to kill him, as oblige his 
Subjeds to riſe with optn force againſt him. For if the Pope 
has a Power over him to depoſe him; this clearly follows 
from the Nature of - Sovereign Power, and it is the Courſe 
that ſometimes muſt be followed, when the Rebel can be no 


other way brought to deferved pliniftiment 3 and if the..-.._ 


Pope has the power of depotitg, theh a Prince who after 
ſuch a Sentence, catrics himſelf as a King, is a Rebel againſt 
his Supreme Lord : And is alfo an Uſarper. Fot his Title 
being deſttoyed by the Sentence, He has no authority over 
his SubjeAs: and therefore tay be as lawfully Killed as any 
Rebel or Ufarper. 2. | of 

| Secondly, The Supreme power may in ciſes of great tie- 
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or favcuiing Her-ticks 5 and at the Years end he may be 
Depoſed by the Pepe, ( There are al!o other Rules for Ex- 
communications, tho the Summary way in ſome caſes may 
be uſed ) yet all theſe are but circumſtantial and 1: fl:r Mat- 
ters. The delign of that Law, is, That no H-retical 
Prince, or favourer of Hereſiz, be continued in his Power 5 
Fhe other, are but Forms of Law, tha: cannot be indiſpen- 
ſibly neceffary in all caſes. Beſides, the very Canon Law 
teaches, that when there is bath a Neterictas juris & Fai, 
Summary proceedirgs are Legal; when then it is Notorious, 
that the DoGtrines of the Church (of Erg/azd for Inſtance) 
are Hcretical, and that the King 15s an Obſtinate Favourcr 
of theſe Hereſies, and will not extirpate them, Summary 
and Sccret proceedings are juſtifiable. There is no hope that 
Bulls, Breves, or Citations would do any good 1n this 
caſe : Theſe would on the contrary, alarm the State, and 
bring all the Party under great hazards: Therefore from 
the Nature of Supreme Power, it is moſt juſtly Inferred, 
That though there have been no publick Sentence of Depo» 
fition ( according to the Forms of the Canon Law ) yet all 
theſe may be diſpenſed with, and a Secret and Summary 
one_may do as well, | IM 
Theſe Poſitions are ſuch, that I cannot fanfie any juſt 
Exceptions to which they are liable ; and from all theſe laid 
together, the Inference will undeniably follow : That ac- 
cording to the Dodrine of the Church of Roxe, the power 
. of. Depoſing Kiogs is lodged with the Pope, by a Divine 
Authority 3, and that, by conſequence, private perſons may 
- conſpire to take away the Life of a King ſo depoſed: Even 
though there be no publick Sentence given about it.. But 
before I bring the Evidence for all this, I ſhall deſire the 
Reader willa little refle& on the Poſitions I have laid down: 
.in which he will find an Anſwer. to all-the Exceptions, that 
"can be made againſt the following Evidence. 6 
« - oF 
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By the firſt, The Authority of the Church, being the 
ſame in all Ages; he will fee it is to no purpoſe to pre- 
tend theſe were dark Ages : So that what was done in an 
ignorant time, cannot oblige the World when things are 
ſeen 1n a better light. But if the Church has an Authority 
from Chriſt, that ſball laſt till the endof the World, it muſt 
be the ſame in all ages. The Ignorance of the age is a very 
good anſwer when made by a Proteſtant, but can ſignific 
nothing in a Papiſts Mouth. 

By the ſecond, Of the Churches authority in ſet]ing Mo. 
ral Rules for practice, it appears how fond that diſtinction 
is, Which they make between a Canon and a Decree. It is 
true, a Decree about a particular Caſe, in which there ts 
ſome matter of FaCt, may be wrong according to their Prin- 
ciples, and yet the authority of the Church remain entire. 
For inſtance, iu the depoſing a Prince, or condemning a 
Man for Hzrefie, the Church may either by falſe Witneſles, 
or miſtaking a Man's words, be drawn to paſs an. unjuſt 
Sentence, by reaſon of a miſ-repreſentation of the Fad. But 
that is nothing tothe purpoſe here, where a Decree is made 
as a perpetual Rule of Practice 3 this muſt be of the ſame 
authority of a Canon about any article of Faith. Other- 
wile it will follow, that the Church may miſlzad the People 
10 matters indiſpenſably neceſſary to Salvation: For ſuch is 
the Obzdience tothe Ten Commandments. 

By the firſt way of judging of the Tradition of the 
Church, from what the moſt received Writers in any age 
deliver, as the ,Doftrine of the Church, it will appear ; That 
the Schoolmen and Canoniſts are as competent Conveyers 
of Tradition from the twelfth age downward, as the Fathers 
were from the fixth Age upward; and laying this for a Prin- 
ciple, That the Church 1s the ſame 1a all Ages, they are 
really more competent Witneſſes than the Fathers were. 
Firſt, Becauſe they write more cloſely to the ſubje& they 
| B 2 _: 
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have in hand; they conſider what is faid for, or againſt an 


Opinion in a more exaQ manner, than the Fathers did, who 
= being carried with the heat they are ſometimes in, go off 


from the purpoſe :. and generally affet Elcquence, which is 
the moſt improper Stile: for nice Matters: Whereas the . 


Schoolmen write in a blunt way, only conſidering the pur-. 
poſe they are about, coyning the moſt barbarous words 
they can light on, when they think them the firteſt to ex- 
preſs their Notions. Secondly, They were divided intotwo 
famous Schools, among whom there were great heats, the 
Scotiſts and Thomiſts: So that if either cf theſe had aflerted 
any thing that was not the received Doctrine of the Age 
they lived in, the other Party had ſuch Emulation againſt 
them, that they would not have failed to have laid them 
open : as they did in the matter of the Immaculate Con-. 
ception of the B. Virgin. Whereas the Fathers writing op- 
ly againſt Hereticks, or other Enemies to Chriſtianity; they 


might have miſtaken ſomethings, without ſo publick a diſc. 


covery as was likely to-happen. among. the Schoolmen. 
3dly. The Schootmen wrote on purpoſe: to deliver the Do- 


Frine of the Age in which they lived; to thoſe who wereto- 


ſucceed them, Their Books being generally the Divinity 
Ledtures they read, either in Colledges or Religious Houſes, 
to their Scholars, whereas the Farhers. wrote upon Emer- 
gent Occaſions, either Letters or Treatiſes to private Per- 


ſons, regarding more the prefent, than the ſucceeding Ape. 


in which we cannot expe that exaQneſs, that is to be 
looked for in a Publick LeQure. Upon all which I aſſume, 
That allowing the Church to have the ſame Authority in 


all Ages, the Schoolmen axe more competent Witneſſes of 


the Tradition of the Church 1n their Ages, than the Fathers. 

were in theirs. 
By the ſecond Rule for judging of Traditions, from the 
Conveyance of the See of Rome, it does ENG 
| ow, 
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low , That the Popes from Gregory the Sevemhs time 
downward, were as ſure Depoſitories of the Traditions of 
the Church, as were the Popes from Gregory the Firſt his 
time upward, They were both alike Chriſt's Vicars, and 
Sr, Peters Succellors. So that all the high words that the 
Fathers beſtow on the See of Roxze, were etther Comple- 
menrs, in which they are not wanting, or were ſaid be- 
cauſe of the worth of the Biſhops, whom they had known 
in that See. But jf they be to be underſtood tn that 
fence in which the Writers of - Controverſy obtrude them: 
01 us, then it will follow manifeſtly, that as to the Con- 
veyance of Tradition, P, Gregory the 7th is as much to be 
believed, when he fays any thing in the Name of Sr. Peter, 
or of Chriſt, as any of the Popes are. For in the 
Preambleof Bulls and Breeves, the Reaſons are given of 
what follows, which are moſt commonly vouched from: 
Apoſtolical Authority and Tradition. So let the Pope be 
ever {o ignoranf, or ſo corrupt in his Manners, what he 
aſſerts to be Apoltolical Tradition, muſt be either received 
as ſucb, or the authority of that See is overthrown: there- 
fore they muſt either ceaſe to preſs us any more with tht A#- 
#hority of the See of Rome, or acknowledg that all the Popes. 
Declarations, which they make about Fraditions, are to be 
received: It is an Anſwer to be made uſe of only to ignorant 
Perfons, to fay, Theſe Depoſitions were the Deeds of ſome 
Popes, who might be il] Men, and the Church is not con- 
cerned to juſtify theey, I confeſs, whether this or that De- 
poſition was juſtly or lawfully made, ts a perſonal thing, in 
which only the Pope who decreed it is concerned. But 
if :-he declares in the Preamble, that the Power of depo- 
ſing upon thoſe reaſons, is grounded on an Apoſtolical Tradi- 
tion, then the See is concerned init : for either he declares: 
trne or falſe 3 if the former, then that Power of depoſing. 
comes from Apoſtolical Tradition; if they acknowledge 
he 
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hedeclares falſe, then we are not any more to be urged with 

the Authority of that Sce, as the certain Depoſitory of the. 

Traditions of the Church. 

By the third Mark, to judg? of the Tradition of any age 
f:om the Deciſion ct a. General Council, it appears, that the 
Deciors of the fourth Courcil cf Latcran are as O-ligato- 
ry as the D:crees of the firſt Council of Nice : the Crurch 
Eaving the ſame power in all Ag-s. If it be ſaid, it was 
only a Council of the Weſtern Church, the like may be ob- 
j:ted agatalt the fic General Council, which were genera!- 
ly made ap of Eaſtern Biſhops, and very few of the Weſtern 
Biſkoas ſat in them. And if we eſteem a Council Gezeral, 
becauſe it was received by the Ciurch, then the whole 
Cnurch of Rome having received that Council, it muſt be 
acknowledged to be Gencral as much as any ever was, But 
to this, others anſwer, That a Council is only Infallible, 
when a thing is decreed by it according to the Tradition 
of the Church. IF this be true, the whole Controverſie 
between the Roman Church and us, about the authority of 
Council, iz decided on our Side, For if a Council has 
only authority to declare Traditions, then it is free foreves- 
ry Perſon to examine, whether this Declaration be accord- 
iogto truthor not? And if it be found that it is not ſo, 
they may lawfully rejze& ſuch Decifions. For inſtance in 
the ſecond Council of Nice, the worſhip of Images was e- 
ſtabliſhed vpon a mock-ſhew of Tradition : and yet all 
the World knows, there were no Images allowed in the 
Church the firſt four Ages after Chriſt ; and even in the 
ſixth Age P. Gregory declared, That though they might be 
in the Church, yet they ought not to. be worſhipped. Nor 
was there any conteſt about it, before the eighth Century. 
This being thus examined, and found to be True, then ac- 
cording tothe foregoing Anſwer, that Deciſion was of no 
force, though made by the ſecond Council of Nice. In a 
word,. 
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werd, if this Mixime te trus, That Cou. cils are only 
to be ſubmitted to, whenm®th-y decree according to Ape. 
ſtolical Tradition , then they have no Authority in theme 
ſcives ; ant] their dections can have co more torce than 
this, That it may ſeem probable tt.at they were not miltaker, 
and13 an Igtorant Age,-ven this probability wiil yaniſh to 
nothing 

No Body will rej=& the D-cifion of a Council, when tl e 
Decrees are juſt and right : But if 1: be upon that fcore a- 
lone, that they are to be {cbþbmirtted to, then none are bound 
by tkem, before they have examined them : And if upon a 
Search it apptar they decreed againſt Tradition, then their 
Decrees are to be rej=Cted. So it is apparent this Anſwer 
does plainly, according to their Principles, Jay the four- 
dation of all H-zreſie ; ſince it gives every Man a right to 
queſtiou the Decrees of a General Council, 

Befides, How can thoſe Perſons be aſſured, that the 
fourth Council of Lateran did not decree according to T 1a: 
dition ? The Acts of that Council are loſt : fo we cannot 
know upon what rcaſons they made their Decrecs. And it 
cannot be ſaid,that becauſe there is no mention made of any 
Traditionin the Decree, that therefore they conſidered none. 
It is ſeldom found that the reaſons of any Decree are put 
with it. Eut wemay reaſonably enough believe, that they 
followed the Method in this Council, that had been uſd 
in ſome former ones ( particularly inthe ſecond Council of 
Nice ) which was this, a Writing was read, penned per- 
haps by the Pope, or a Patriarch, in which the Tradition 
of the Church was confidently alledged ; and ſome Quce 
tations were brought ; and very oft out of ſome later Wri- 
ters. The Paper was no ſooner read, than a loud and: of. 
ten repeated Shout of applauſe followed, without any fur. 
ther ſearch or canvaſing about theſe Authorities. And. up- 
on that the Decree was made, This was: the praQtice _ 
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of the ſecond Nizcene, and of ſome-more ancient Councils ; 
whoſe Journals are hitherto preſerved; and where the Jour- 
nals are loſt, we have reaſon tobelieve they followed the ſame 
methad : ſo that it is very probable there might have been 
ſome ſuch Writing read in the Council of Laterav. And if 
they did not found their Decree upon Tradition,they were 
much to blame;for they had as venerable a Tradition,as either 
the ſecond Council of Nice, or ſome other Councils had: 
a practice about 150 years ſtanding from the days of Pope 
Gregory the VII. fo that it 1s not to be denied bur they had 
as good authority from Tradition, to make this Decree, as 
to make moſt of the other Decrees, on which they infiſt 
much, in the Books of Controverſies that are written by 
them, 

By the fourth Rule of judging about Tradition, the mat- 
ter is yet much plainer.- for if the generally received Be- 
lief ofany Age of the Church, is a good Thread to lead 
us up to the Apoſtles times, then there needs no more 
be ſaid. For it is certain, that for near four Ages together, 
this was the univerſally received Dottrine of the Church 
-of Rome, And the oppoſition that ſome Princes made to 
4t was condemned as Hereſy, Rebellion, and every thing 
that was evil. And it is remarkable, that both Ockzm that 
wrote much for the Emperors caufe againſt the Pope, and 
Gerſon and Almain, no great favourers of Papal power, 
are cited by Cardinal Perrom, as acknowledgiog the Feckfia- 
ſtical powerof depoting, if a Prince were guilkey' of ſpirinal 
crimes. So thatthe Controverfies im this nuttter: that wete 
managcd between the Writers: for the Popes and Eatperors, 
were got, whether the Pope is cafes of Hereſy mipht depofe 
-a Prince? but were cancermog tww: things very renvte from 
"this: : | 
Theone-was, whether the: Pope had a direct Temporal 
.power over all Kmps, by which as-beiap Lord ofthe _ 
.cou 
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could proceed upon any Caufe whatſoever againſt a 
King, and take his Dominions from him. To this indeed 
Gregory the 7th pretended tho more covertly, and Boz:7- 
face the 8th more avowedly. There was great Oppolits- 
on made to this by many Writers ; but at the ſame time 
they all agreed on it, as an undeniable Maxim, That the 
Pope had an indirect Power over Princes, by which in 
the Caſes of Hereſy he might excommunicate and depoſe 
them ; nor was there ſo much as any Debate about it. 

A (ccond thing about which there was ſome Contro- 
verſy was, whether the Particulars that fell under debate 
came Within the Head of Hereſy, or not ? So 1n the 
Caſe of Princes giving the Inveſtitures into Biſhopricks, 
the Pope brought it in within the Head of Hereſy, and 
condemned thoſe Perſons as S7z#0nzacks, The Writers on 
the other fide denied this,pretending it was a Civil Mat- 
ter, and a right of the Crown. The like Debates fell 
in, when Princes were ſentenced on any other account. 
The Authority of the Sentence in the Caſe of Hereſy was 
nat controverted ; all the Queſtion was ; Whether the 
Point under debate was Hereſy or not ? And concerning 
theſe things,any who have read the Writings in the great 
Collection made of them by Goldaſtus,will receive an ea 
ſy and full Satisfaftion, By which it appears, that the 
Popes Power of depoſing Kings in the Cafe of Hereſy was 
the received Dodrine of the Church for ſeveral Ages,and 
by conſequence it mult be looked on as derived down 
from the Apoſiles, If the Doftrine of any one Age of 
the Church can lead us backward in a certain Track to 
diſcover what it was in the Apoſtles days. 

By the firſt Poſition about the Nature of Supreme 
Power, it is apparent,that in the Caſe of Hereſy,a Prince 
depoſed by the Pope, if he ſtands out againſt the Sen- 
tence, may be as lawfully killed as any Tory or Moſs- 

C Trooper, 
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Trooper, or Bantito, may be; for he is a Rebel againſt 
his Lord,and an Ulurper over the People, from that day 
forward. AnJ therefore tho M.iriaza told a Secret too 
publickly, yet it cannot be denied to be a certain Con. 
ſequent of their Principles. It had been in-leed more diſ- 

_ creetly done to have ordered this only to be infuſed un- 
to Peoples Conſciences,by their Confeſlors 1n ſecret. And 
for Mariana,tho the Book in groſsis condemned, as they 
give oat, yet the Opinions fer down in tt are not cenſu- 

:\ In regiam Fed. Burt (2) Srarez writing againſt K. 7ames,tells him in 

Majeſt. Br. l- plain Terms, That a King, who is canonically depoſed,may 

* ,0.2h tn ts * be killed by any man whatſoever. This was not only publi- 

Rand pore- ſhed with an ordinary Licenſe, but the whole Univerſity 

ris interficd. Gt A!cala declared every thing 11 it to be according to. 

In Thom.T-m. {he DoArine of the Church. YValentza, tho he diſguiſes 

3. D:ſp.151. jr a little, yet ſays, That an Hererical Prince may by the 

G Ro Leys Popes Sentence be deprived of bis Life. (b) Foulis cites 

Tre ſons, 1.2. teQ more Dottors for the ſame Opinion of killing Kings 

Cap. 4- by private perſons. 

[ do not build upon the Aſlertions of theſe Jeſuits, as 
binding Authorities in that Church, but make uſe of 
them to (hew, that ſome of their own eminenteſt Wrie 
ters acknowledg the force of this Conſcquence z which 
1s indeed fo evident, that nothing but good Manners, 
and ſome ſma!l Care not to provoke Princes too much 
by ſuch bare-faced Poſitions, keeps others from aſſerting 
it, Few Princes are ſo tame as Childeric was, to go into 
a Monaſtery after they are depoſed. Therefore this Do- 
arine 1s bur a lame proviſion for the Churches Securi- 
ty from Hereſie,if the Lawfulneſs of killing does not fol- 
low that of depoſing Kings. Ard it was ſo generally 

The Life of received, that it is told of Ger/oz, that he was at great 
Garteel - 9 pains to get it declared that no private Cut-throat 
Tom.1.p.375. Might kill a King, and that by conſequence it was =_— 
tne 
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the Popes Prerogative to order them to be drſiroyed. 

By the ſecond Poſition about the Nature of Supreme 
Power, that in extraordinary Caſes Forms of Law may 
be ſuperſeded ; It is alſoclear, that tho we know nothing 
of any Sentence of Depoſition given out againſt the 
King, yet he is not a whit the ſafer, for he lies under an 
yearly Curſe every Manndy Thurſday, The Notoriout- 
neſs of his Rereſy will ſufficiently juſtify a particular 
Sentence, without any further Proceſs or Citation, ac- 
cording to the Maxims of the Canon Law. And there 
may be for ought we can know, as valid a Depolition 
as Parchment and Lead can make it, already expeded. 
And if it be not yet done, we are ſure it may be done 
very ſuddenly, and will be done whenfſoever they lee 
any probability of Succeſs. 

Bellarmine hath very (incerely told us the Reaſon why 0 
Heretical Princes are not depoſed, becauſe the Church — 1, roving 
bas not ſtrength enovgh to make ſuch a Sentence good, Pon. 
or does not thiak it expedient 3 that 1s to ſay, They 
will do it whenſoever they find a Prince who will exe- 
cute the Sentence, and yet by that Conqueſt not grow 
ſo ſtrong, as by that means to turn the Ballance. So the 
two Conliderations to which we owe our Security are, 

the want of Force, and the Fear of another Prince his 
becoming too powerful by the Conquelſt.But I muſt add, 
that Be/armine, while he was a Jcſuite, had taught, that 
Heretical Princes were not to be depoſed, except they 
endeavoured to turn their people from the Faith: This 
was all his Bounty to them, of which ve could not pre- 
tend toa Crumb, fincethere were ſach Laws made againſt 
Popery among us. Yet when he became a Cardinal, he 
conlidered bztter of the Matter; fo that in his Re- 
cognitions heretratts that, and ſays therein be followed 
Dzrandas his Opinion,who maintains it againſt 4qairas, 
- WI but 
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but he thinks the latter was in the right, and ſays, Ever 
in that Caſe they may be depoſed,only the Church does it 
210t always 5 either b:cauſe ſhe wants Strength, or does not 
judge it expedient. But he concludes, If Princes endea- 
vur to draw their SubjeFs from the Faith, they may and 
ought to be depoſed, So 1n our Cale there is no Mercy to 
be expeGed, unleſs we repeal all Laws againſt that Re- 
1:g10n. 

But afterall this there is another Device in the Canon- 
Law, called, Ipſo faGFo, by which a Sentence is incurred 
immediately upon the doing of a Fact. This began in the 
Priviledges granted to Monaſteries or Churches, in moſt 
of which this Clauſe is to be found, That if any King or 
Prince,&c. did any thing contrary to theſe Priviledges, he 
thereby fell from his Power and Dignity, Now that Hereſy 
is one of the things upon which a Prince is 7pſo faFo un- 
der Excommunication and Depoſition, we have the Au- 

(r) Philopater thority of Father(e)Parſons,or Creſwel,who tells us, T hat 

P. 109, 197- the whole School of Divines and Canoniſts agree in it, and, 
That it is certain,and of Faith,T hat a Prince falling from 
the Catholick Religion, and endeavouring to draw away 0+ 
thers from it, does immediately fall from all his Power and 
Dignity, even before the Pope hes pronounced any Sentence, 
and that his Subjeds are free from their Oaths of Obedi- 
ence, and may ejed ſuch an one as Apoſiate and Heretick. 

But there 1s a clearer Evidence for this; the great and 
famous College of the Sorbor, (ſeventy Doors being 


preſent) when conſulted, whether the People of France 


were not freed from their Obedience to Henry thethird, 
upor; his putting the Duke and Cardinal of Griſe to 
death 3 they, before ever the Pope had given Sentence, 
declared, That they were abſolved from their Obedience,and 
might with a good Conſcience make War upon him for the 
defence of the Catholick Faith, Upon which the Periſiars 
wrote 
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wrote to the Pope to deſire the Confirmation of that 
Deciſion, From all which it appears, that if the depo- 
ficg Power bs in the Pope, the King is not a whit the 
ſafer, becauſe we know nothing of apy ſuch Sentence 
pronounced againſt him. 

And thus having made good and illuſtrated the Pofi- 
tions I Jaid down, agairſt all the Exceptions which that 
{mall and condemned Party of [/ddrirgton's Followers 
make uſe of, to cover themſtlves from the Charge of 
Treaſon, that Jies agaiuſt their Church 3 I go next to 
Jay open the Evidence, after which I ſhall leave it to 
every May's Conſcience to paſs the Veraict. 

There are in (f) Pope Gregory the Great's Works, (1) Greg.241.2 
four Priviledges granted 3 one to the Abbey of St, Me. poſtEp.38.lib 
dard, another to the Hoſpital, a third tothe Nunnery, 2 Sous Re- 
a fourth to St, Martin's Church of Autize, In which gum,&%. con- 
after the Priviledges are granted , a Sandton is added [avenre ten 
ia ::cſe words; 1f any Kings, &c. ſhall endeavour to ſtatis Me: 
countervene this Writing, let him loſe the Dignity of his que ſuidigni- 
Power and Homour. Or ſhorter, in that of St. Medard, gtns =_— 
Tet kim be deprived of his Dignity.Thele are to be found re ſuo prive- - 
both in all the MSS, and Printed Editions of that Popes 
Works. It is true, the firſt of theſe to Saint Medard's 
Monaſtery, is locked on as a forged Piece, both by 
Cardinal Perron, Sirmond, and Lannoy. But as it went 
for a true one till of late,and is ſtill defended by others, 

Baronius in particular, concluding from thence for the 
Popes Power over Kings 3 fo the other Priviledges are 
not denied to be true by any, except Lanwoy of late, 
for ought I know. Theſe have been for above 600- 
years looked on as the Grants of that Pope. But this 
may ſeem a private Writing, and not of ſuch force. 

About 130 years after that, Pope (g) Gregory the 3d (z) Baron. ad © 
depoſed Leo. the Emperor, from all his Dominions in ©2730 "5 
Italy, 
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Ttaly, becauſe he would not tolerate the Worſhip of 
mages. And if that ſingle Herefte merited ſuch a Sentence, 
what may we look for,among whoſe many imputed Er- 


' yors this is but ane, and none of the moſt confilerable ? 


(h) B2{[:r. de 
Tranf. Impe- 
rii Romant. 


(z) Dictarus 
I. 2, poſt Ep. 
35+ 


Not many years after that, did his Succeſſor Zacharias 
upon a Mecſ[1ge he received from France, abſolve that 
Nation from their Oaths to CEzlderic,and ordered Boxi- 
face to Crown Pepin in his ſtzad. And not long after that 
Pope 4drian gave the Empire of Rowe, and of the Weſt 
to Charles the Great, As (þ)Belarmire proves from above 
30 of the Hiſtorians of that time, and the Teſtimony of 
many Soveraign P;inces. Yet theſe being dark Apes, in 
which there was more of Aftion than Diſpute, we do 
not find the Grounds laid down, on which thoſe Pro- 
ceedings were founded. But the conſtant Maxim of the 
Papacy, was, once to begin a Practice, and then to find 
Arguments to defend 1t, among which the PraQice it 
{If was no inconſiderable one ; for he was a mean ſpi- 
rited Pope, that would 1n a Tittle fall ſhort of what his 
Predeceſlors had aſſumed. About 250 years after Charles 
the Great had aſſumed the Empire of the Weſt, there 
aroſe a Pope (Gregory the Seventh) that reſolved to 
make the moſt of his See that could be : and reckoning, 
That the Empire of the Weſt was the Gift of his Pre- 
deceſſors, and building on that known Maxim, That 
none can give that which they have not, he looked on 
the ſupreme Dominion of it,as one of thePerquilites of 
the See, which he would by no means part with. And 
therefore in his (3) Di@atis, in which he aſſerts the 
ſeveral Branches of his Prerogative, theſe be three of 
them : That the Pope cn'y may uſe the Imperial Enſigns. 
That be may depoſe Emperours. And, That he can abſo!ve 
Subje&s from their Fidelity to wicked Princes, And to 
ſk:w he was in carnelt in thelz Doctrines, he began ſoon 
. to 
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tolay about him: Hiz firſt Threatnings were againſt 
King Philip of France, who was a vicious Prince : In a 
Letter to the Biſhops of Frarce,he requires them to ad- 
moniſh the King for his Faults, and if hedid not mend 
them, to put the whole Kingdom under an Interdict : 
And if after all that he continued ſtill Diſobedient, he 


Swaggers out in theſe Words, (4) We will hate none 10 (4) Lib 2. 


be ignorant, or doubtful,nw hat weintend to do npon #t 5 for 
by the help of God we will endeavour by all Means,to wreſt 
the Kingdom of France out of his Poſſeſſzon.But upon the 
ſubmiſiion of that King, theſe Threatnings came not to 
any effec: Yet he went on againſt the Emperor, Hez.the 
4th, at the rate he had threatned the King of Frazce. I 
need not tel] what all the World know::That he firſt Ex- 
communicated and Depoſed the Emperor, in the Year 
1976. Then upon his doing of Penance, he received him 
into his Favour. But upon new provocations he depo- 
ſed him a ſecond, a third, and fourth time, in the years. 
1080, Io8r, and 1083, In all which he had the con- 
currenceof (o many Roman Councils, and ſet up againſt 
bim, firſt Rodolph, after that Herman : as his Succeſſors 
did ; firſt Comrade, and then Henry, that Emperor's un- 
natural Sons. 

The proſecution of the Hiſtory, is needleſs to my 
Deſign. Burt in his.Letter to Herman, Biſhop of Mets, 


(7) wemeet with that which is more conſiderable. For {4 1s. 8. 
there he Jargely juſtifies his Proceedings, which he Ep: 21- 


grounds on the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, being 
givento St. Peter; and the power of Binding and. Loo- 
fiog joined tothem. More places of Scripture he ſought 


not, but his Succeſſor, (#») Bonifice the 8th, made uſe (m) Extra. de 


of Fcce duo Gladii, and the pow<r given to the Prophet 
Jeremiah, Over Kingdoms, to Root out, Pull down, De- 
ſiroy, Throw down, to Build, and to Plant : And they 


took 


(n) Bellar. 
de Pont. Rom. 
lib.z.c.151. 


(0) Cuſpiman 
12v:ts Albert, 
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took it in great dudgeon, if any would cowpare a ſingle 
Prophet under the Law, to Chriſt's Vicar under the 
Goſpel. But Gregery goes on in his Proofs, to the Tra- 
dition of the Church : And ſays, The Fathers had often 
both in General Conncils, and 1n their particular Wri- 
tings acknowledged, That this Power was in the See of 
Rome ; That it was the Mother and Head of all other 
Churches : That all matters were to be judged by it, 
from whoſe Senterice no Appeal could lye : Nor could 
there bea Review made of the Judgments paſled in that 
See. And to confirm what he had aſſerted, he cites 
ſome Paſlages out of Gelaſius, and Fulins, and that 
Clauſe in the Pciviledges granted by Gregory the Great, 
formerly mentioned. So here he very tully and formally 
delivers the Tradition of the Church, and builds upon 
it. Healfo cites the Precedent of Pope Zacharzas, his 
Depoſing Childeric, not for any fault he found in him, 
but becauſe he thought him not fit to Govern. From 
that he goes on to ſome Reaſons, (ſuch as they are) 
for the juſtification of his Proceedings. The Pope 
having thus declared the Tradition and Dattrine of the 
Church,it is not to be wondred at,if both the Schoolmen 
mixt it with the Inſtructions they gave their Scholars, 
and the Canoniſts made it a part of the Law of the 
Church. (#) Hugo de Sano Vidore, Alexander Alenſis, 
Bonaventure, Durand, Peter of Aliac, Jobn of Paris, 
Almain, Gabriel Biel, Henry of Ghant, John Driodo, 
John de Terre-iremata, Albert Pighins, Thomas Waldenſis, 
Petrns de Palude, Cajetan, Franciſcus Vitoria, Domini. 
cus a Soto, and many others, (in all 7o are reckoned 
by BeLarmin, but Foxlis enlarges the number to 177, 
whom he cites, who) did formally aflert it. Aquinas 
alſo taught it ; tho'in ſome places he contradicted him. 
ſelf. But (4) Boniface the 84h,thought his Predeceſlors 

had 
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had proceeded in this matter coo cauitouſly, and there- 

fore he went more roundly to work, In the Jubilee in 

the year 1300, He ſhewed himſelf the firk day in the 

Pontifical Habit, but the ſecond day, he was clothed with 

the Imperial Habit, a naked Sword being carried before 

him,and cried out with a loud voice, [ azz Pope and Em: 

peror,and have both the Barthly,and Heave: 1; Empire. This 

upon ſo publick an occaſion looks very like the Teachinz 

the Church Ex Cathedra:But becauſe words vaniſhed in- 

to Air,he left it in writing, in theſe terms : {p) We ſay (p) Cap. de 
and define and pronounce, that it is abſolutely neceſſary to 1» o4 wag 
Salvation for every humane creature, to be ſubje# tothe © 
Biſhop of Rome. This being put into the Text of the 

Canon Law, in which 1t is continued to this day ; we 

cannot think it Strange that Panorimitan,Oſftienſts, Silue- 
fter, with all the other Canoniſts afſert the Popes di- 

ret Dominion over all the World. And what can they 

ſay lefs, Beleving him to be Chriſts Vicar on Earth, 9 

whom all Power in heaven and earth was given of his Fa- 
ther,therefore the power in Heaven being judged enovgh 

for Chrilt to manage him(clt, they thought all tae power 

in Earth was Committed to the Vicar. This paſſed 

down without ContradiQion among them, but was noc 

received by the reit of the Church : yet the Indire&, or 

as they termed it, the Eccleſiaſtical power 1n caſes of 

Hzrefie was U riverſilly agreed to : not one perſon Op- 

poſing it, tl {zttcr and his Followers came, ſawcily co 

Icok into the Popcs Tile ro tih's, and many other pre- 

tended Rights of the See of Roe. | 

But becauſe the Plea for an Indire& Power, was not 

Sufficient, Since if a Prince did not Favour Herelie, it 

was of no uſe;And the pretention to a dire} power was 

of an harih ſound : Therefore a Title of another kind 

was {ct vp, It was preterided, That all the Kingdoms 
1n 


( 24 ) 
in the Weſtern and Northern parts of Exrope were by 
formal Surrenders offered up to St. Peter, and St. Paul; 
Ard therefore whatever the Popes did, was ſaid to be 
done in Defence of their Rights; which made Gregory 
the 7th fly tothem in that flanting Addrefs, with which 
he begins his Sentences againſt the Emperor, 

Firſt of all, the Donation of Coxſtantine the Great was 
forged : By which the Power of all the Weſt, Italy, Si- 
cily, Sardinia, Germany, France, Spain, and England, 
were given to the Pope, This was put into the Text of 
the Canon Law: and was ſtocd to, by all the Canoniſts. 
Tt is true the Civilians wrote generally againſt it. Among 
whom Bartholus may be reckoned, for in his Preface to 
the Digeſts having mentioned the Opinions of ſome a- 
oainſt 1t, when it comes to his own, he delivers it thusz 
Take notice that we axe now in the Territory of the Church 
(for he taught at Bulloigne) and therefore 1 ſay that Do- 
aticn is valid. But till Valla diſcovered the Impoſtures 
of it ſo manifclily, that they are now aſhamed to maine 
tain 1t any longer,thelr plea from it was never laid down. 
But Avgnſtinns Steuchus,who undertakes theVindication 
of that Donation againſt V//a, does likewiſe alledge 
from ſome Inſtruments in the Vaizcan, that both the 
Kingdoms of Spain, Srragor, France, England Denmark, 
Muſcovy,Sicily,and Croatia and Dalmatia,did Subje& their 


(b) In Vandal Crowns to the See of Rome. (b) Kranizias tells us, that 
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Lako!d King of Poland, made it Tributary to Rome. And 
for the German Empire, tho Stexchus ſays nothing of it, 
perhaps that he might not offend Charles the 5th, yet 
there1s both in the Cinon Law,and theLetters of Popes, 
more to be ſaid upon that Head,than for any of the reſt. 
They pretend the Popes (ct up fiſt the Emyire of the 
Welt ; Then gave the Princes of Germany the Right 
of chooſing the Emperor, and does fi1l} give the Im- 
perial 


Mi 
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perial Crown, upon the Emperors Swearing an Oath of 
Homage tothem,according to the verſe under that Inſo- 
lent P:ure ſet up by Pope Innocent the 29. In the Late- 
ram (r ) of the Emperor lying proſtrate at his feet, and (r) Chron Bir. 
receiving the Crown from him. [+1 ro iy 
angi, 


Poſt homo fit Pape, ſumit quo dante Coronam. 


But all theſe Surrenders Were made uſe of only to 
ſtrengthen the great pretention they had of being Chrilts 
Vicars, and St, Peters Succeſloursz which from the end 
of the 11th Century, till the beginning of the 16th, for 
above 4 Apes together wasas Authoritatively aflerted by 
Popes, as poſitively taught by Divines, and as tamely 
received by the whole Church, Emperors and Kings not 
preſuming to contradi& it,as any other Article of Faith, 
And for proofs of this we need appeal to no other wit- 
neſſes than thoſe 3. great Cardinals Baronins, Bellarmin 
and Perroy, who may be preſumed to have nnderſtood 
_— Dottrine of their own Church, better than any body 
elle, 

TheFirit of thoſe, through his whole work ſtrains his 
Induſtry, to diſcover as many Inſtances as he can of it : 
and never parts with any without expreſſing the particu. 
lar ſatisfaction he had in fo pleaſant a Diſcovery. I (hall 
only ſet down what he ſays on thetwo 11t. occaſions that 
he met with. When he takes notice of Gregvry the Great's 
priviledges formerly mentioned, he adds,(1 or ſee Rea- (1) Bar. ad 
der, That the Popes can make Laws, to which if Kings = > 
themſelves do not yield Obedience, they ſpall lofe their © 
Kingdoms, Upon the firſt Depolition made by Gregory 
the 3d. He adds, (t ) The Faithful in the Weſt being awake- (t) Bar.ad An. 
ed by this Thunder, do immediately fall from the Obedi. 739% Num 5: 
ence to Leo, adhering to this Apoſtolical Pope. So this 

D 2 Gregory 


WS. 
Gregory left 2 worthy Precedent to Poſterity, that Hereti» 
cal Princes, be not ſuffered to reign inthe Church of Chriſt, 
if having been of ter a4 moviſhed, they continue to perſiſt 
obſtinately in their Errors. Such ſtrains as theſe do fo of- 
ten occur afterwards, that they can ſcarce be reckoned, 
It is well known what advice he gave P. Pax! the 5th in 
the quarrel with the Vexetians, applying the voice to St. 
Peter, Ariſe and Kill.to the caſe in handzand that, with his 
Ifolent Pareneſes to ithat Repulich, are clear Evidences 
of his ſence in this matter. What Bellarmin taught more 
ſhortly and obſcur:ly in ki: Controverſies, was afterwards 
made more plaia both by his Writings, about the Tran- 
ation of the Roman Empire, upon the Interdict of Ye- 
nice, and againſt King Fimes, and William Barklay : And 
Cardinal Perrons Eloquent {;:cech age1nit the Bill put in 


by the Third Eſtate of Fraxce,for Cordemning thoſe pre-. 


tenfions of a Depoling Power,ſhbews us not o:ly his own 

ſcnic, bu: the ſenſe of the whole Clergy of FEraxce 3 in 
/ en. Whole name he delivered it, (#) He calls the Contrary 
er; 5 Oevres Opinion, a D:Trine that breeds Schiſms, aGate that leads 
and Recuect 2229 all Hereſie, and ſo deteſtable, that he and his Fellow 
General des 1 II ih -- b _ Pe 9 [a ha 9-0 
Affures du B jPops wilt cnooſe to burn at a Sterg rather than conſent 
Clerce de i» it, Fe aftirming That all the parts of the Catholick 


France. og* 2 


Club, and of the Church of France in particular, and 
ail ihe Schools of Divinity, 114 the coming of Calvin, held 
ihe affirmative, and ſazs, That no where 1n France ſince 
the D'v'nit; Sevools wire ſet up, can they find any one Do« 
Hor, Divine, cr Lawyer, any Decree, Conncil, or Sentence 
of Parliamert, or any ove Magiſtrate Eccleſiuſtick , or 
Politick, who had held that in caſe of Hereſie or Idolatry, 
Subj: s migit nor be abſolued from their Oaths of Fidelity 
to their Princes, It 1s true, at firſt he ſpake more mo- 
de{tly, and pretended the thing was problematica]), and 
ſo was rot fir matter for an Oath : but when that mode- 
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ſter Strain (tho it tended all to depreſs the Regal, and 
exalt the Papal Power) had ſo far prevailed with the 
King, that he ordered the matter to be laid alide,and not 
to be further infilted on. Ther were not ſatisfed wich 
this, but made a new Addreſs in the Name of the Clerpy; 
and the Cardinsl ſpzke now in a higtcr tone aflertiog 
formally the Popes indiret Powerin Temperal:;and that 
all who maintained the contrary were Schiimaticks, and 
Hereticks, even thoſe of the Pariiament it feIf; and did 
plainly threaten the King, That it hedid not raz» all the 
Preceedings out of ihe Regiſter, the Clergy would leave 
the Aſſembly, and Excommanicate all who d=nied the 
Popes Power of Depoling. Andi! ih: King wou!ld not 
ſuffer them to execute thee Crnſurcs, they would pros 
ceed upon their hazard tho they were to ſuffer Martyr= 
dom for it. For which zeal, they received a Breve from 
the Pope,givirg ttm his ſolemn Thanks for what they 
had Cones delirirg them to perſevere in the ſame mind. 
So we have in this fiiſtance, not only Cardinal Perrons 
own mind, but the {:nfe of the whole Clergy of Frazce. 

I do not think it neceſſary to enquire further into the 
opinion of Jater Writers; tho it were eaſie to ſhew, 
that to t!:is day, both the Court of Rowe,the whole Or- 
der of the Jcſuites, the Writers both of Controvetſies, 
and Caſes of Conſcience,and the Expoſitors of Scripture, 
do as of: as occafion offers, aflert tie power of Depoſing 
Kings to be ſtill in the See of Rome, And tho ſome few 
Writers of that Religion, ſince Barkelay and Widdring- 
tor's time, both of the Engliſh and Iriſh Nation, have 
adventured to deny this power; they have been cenſured 
for it, and branded with Hereſy. This bas been fo no- 
torious in the matter of the Iriſh Remonſtrance, that I 
need ſay no more of it, 


But 
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Eut whetherthe Writers of this Ape allow it or not, 
they are bound according totheir Deftrine about Tradi- 
tion, to acknowledg 1t; fince two of the CharaQters of 
Tradition are found t2 2zree toit. For it has been de- 
livered in ſeveral Ages of the Church, as true Catholick 
Doftrine by all the publick DoCtors in theſe times : fo 
that cithzer This isa Tradition of the Church, or That is 
not a true mark of Tradition: nor isit a certain convey - 
ance of T:uth,if we may be thus deceived ina clear Tra- 
dition, for four Ages fucceſiively, It does alſo appear, 
that if the See of Rowe be a faithful Depoſitary and 
Tranſmitter of Church Traditions,this mult be one,fince 
it is delivered tothe world by ſo many Popes inthe names 
of Sr, Peter and St. Pan!, and founded on the Power of 
the Keys, and of Binding ani Looſing granted to St. Peter. 
But I ſhall next ſhew how the third mark of Tradition, 
the Authority of General Councils, agrees to this Do- 
Qrine, When this Doctrine had been fo well ſpread over 
Europe, then the Popes found it was ſafe, to truſt it to 
the judgment of ſuch an Aſſembly as they eſteemed a 
General Council. And they proceeded iv this matter, 
after the ſame manner that they had done in the worſhip 
of Images : and as they cid afcerwards in the points of 
Tranfubſtantiation,and denying the Chalice in the Com- 
munion. They took care firſt to infuſe it into all the 
Clergy, (which Gad wot's was no hard thing) and then 
brought them together, and made up the Pageant of a 
Counct/,for giving it more authority. So above an hun- 
dred years aiter Gregory the VII. had firſt taught this 
Doftrine, a thing under the name of a General Council 
ſatein the Lateranat Rome, where, upon the advantage 


the Fopes had againſt the Albigerſes and others, who were 


accoroing,to their Opinion molt pe(tiferons Rereticks ; 
they firlt procured a Decree for it, It is true, many Pro- 
| Vincial 
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vincial Councils had concurred with Gregory the VII. 


(one of theſe 1s called a General one, 110 Biſhops being 


preſent) and the other Popes who had formerly given 
out theſe Thunders : But now the matter was to be 
moreſolemnly TranſaCted. 

In this Council many Hereticks are condemned and 
Excommunicated ; and all that had ſwirn Oaths of F5- 
delity or H:mz:ge to them, are Ab/olud from thoſe Oaths < 
and they are required in order to the obtainirg ihe Remiſe 
ſton of their ſins, 10 fight againſt them: and thoſe who die 
doing penance in that manner, may without doubt expe 
[ndulgence for their ſins, with eternal rewards, And incon- 
clufion , by the arthority of St. Peter and St, Paul itey 
Remit to all who ſhall riſe and fight agtinſt them, two 


Conc. Late. 3. 


Chap. 27. anno 
1287. Tom 28. 


gears Penance. Here the Council does indulſtitoully 


infuſe this DoQtrine into all people ; and calls Rebellion 
Penance ( a very eaſy one to a poor or diſcontented 
Subjea ) and aſſures them of a deliverance from Purg3- 
tory, and that they ſhould be admitted ſtraight to Hea- 
ven forit. In an Ape in which theſe things were bejtev- 
ed, more effecual means than thoſe could not be foun 
out, to engage the people 1n 1t. 


By this Decree,if we are guilty of the Herefies then: 


condemned, (as ro doubt we are of moſt of them) with- 
out more ado, or any ſurther Sentence, vpon the dtcla- 
ring us guilty of the Hereſies of the Albigenſes,the Sub» 
zeCts are delivered from their ovligatious tothe King. 
And when they conſpire or reb*! againſt tim, they are 
only doing penance for their tins z and he vere hard- 
hearted that would puniſh men only for Co10g of pen» 
ance. 

About thirty years after that Conncil, the Pope had a 
mind to regulate the former Law, That the Depoling of 


Kings might be declared a part of his Prerogitive 5 and 
that 


Conc. Later. 4. 
Can.3.Tom. 28. 
The ſame 
Council that 
eſtabliſhed 
Tranſubſtan- 
tiation, 
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that thereby he might with authority Diſpoſe of their 
Kingdoms t6 others. For hitherto the Popes had only 
pretended to the Power of Pepoſing,and then the States 
of the Ringdom as in an Interregne, were to chooſe a 
Lew Piince, But 2, tnxocent the HI. thought it wawhalf 
work, except he ccuid beſtow, as well as tzke away 
Crowns, His Piedceciior Celeſtize had in a_ moſt extra- 
vogant humour ſet the Crown on Ferry the Sixth his 
bead, with kistwo fcet, and then kickt it off again 5 to 
{bew, accor:ling to Bairronins his Comment, That it was 
in kis power to give, to maintain.,and tals away the Empire. 
A very full Aſſembly therefore h:irg called of about 
1200 of one ſort or other tothe Literen again, It was 
firſt Decreed, That the aid of &ceniar Princes ſhould be 
required for the Extirpating of Hereticks; after that they 
proceed and enatt this: When the Temporal Lord requi- 
red or admonifhea by the Church, ſhall negle@& to purge bis 
Territory from Keretical wickeazeſs, let him be Excom- 
municated by the Metropolitan azd his Suſfragans. And if 
he perſiſt in negleting to give ſalisfeFion for the ſpace of 
a year, let him be ſignified fo the Pope: That he from thence. 
forth may pronounce iis Subjeds diſcharged from their Obe- 
dience 5 and expoſe his Territory to be ſeized on by Catho- 
licks, who having exterminated the Hereticks, ſhall poſſeſs 
it withont contradiftion, and preſerve it inthe purity o 
the Faieh: ſo as no injuryle done to the Right of the Sy- 
preme Lurd, mhere there is ſuch, provided be do not any 
way oppoſe himſelf : and ihe ſame Law is to take place on 
them, who have no Syperiour Lord. | 
The Depoſicion of the Court of Tholoyſe, being the 
thing then in their eye,made that the Decree runs chief- 
ly againſt Feudatary Princes, yet -s the laſt Clauſe takes 
19 Soveraign Princes, ſo by tte Cl:uſe b<fore, it was 
provided, That if the Sou: raign Gid any way Oppoſe what 
Was 
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was done againſt his Vaſſal, he was to forfeit his Right. 1 
did in the former part of this Letter, meet. with all the 
Exceptions that are commonly made to this Canon. Oa- 
ly one pretty Anſwer which a perſon of Honour makes, 
is yet to be-conſidered. He tells us, that there were ſo 
many Soveraiga Princes, or Ambaſſadors from them, at 
this Council, that we are tolook on this Decree, as a 
thing to which thoſe Princes conſeated. From whence 
he Infers, It was rather their Af, than an Invaſion of 
their Rights made by that Council. But be it fo, he knows 
they allow no Preſcription againſt the Church. If then 
thoſe Princes conſented to it, upon which the power of 
Depoling had that Accefiton to fortifie it by, it can ne- 
ver be recalled nor preſcribed againſt. It is true there 
were many Ambaſladors from Princes there: But they 
were all ſuchas either held their Dominions by the Popes 
Grant, or had been either Depoſed by him, or Threat- 
ned with Depofitions, or were the Children of thoſe 
whom he had Depoſed, So no wonder they ſtood in 
ſuch fear of the Pope, that they durſt not refuſe to con. 
ſeat to every thing he had a mind to. For indeed this 
Council did only give their Placet to a paper of Decrees 
penned by the Pope. 

Heary called the Greek Emperor, Brother to Bldwiy, 
that had ſeized on Conflantinople, had no other Title to 
it b.{ides the Popes Gift. Frederick the 2d. who had been 
the Popes Ward, was then the Elect Emperor of Germa- 
2y, made fo at the Papes Inſtance, who had Depoſed the 
two Immediately preceding Emperours, Philip and Otho 
the 4th.the laſt being at that time alive; So that he durſt 


not coatradit the Pope, leſt he ſhould have ſet up Orho 


azainlt him.But noEmperor, except Henry the 4th, ever 
ſuffered more from the Popes Tyranny,than he did after. 


wards, One fad Inſtance of it. was, that the Pope having 
+ preiled 


Math. Paris. 
ad An. 1253. 
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preſf& his March to the Holy-1and much, did atleft Ex- 
ccmmunizcate him for his delays: upon which, he to a- 
void further cenſures, carried an Army thither : which 
was ſo ſuccesful, that the Pops who hoped he ſhould 
have been deſtroyed in the Expedition, (as the firſt Em- 
peror of that name was) now being vexed at his Sacceſs, 
complained that he ſhould have preſumed to go thither, 
while he lay under Excommunication, and was in Rebel- 
hon 2g4inſt him 3 and went about not only to Dethrone 
him, but to get him to be betrayed by the Knights Hoſ- 
pitallers, ard Templers, into the Sultans hands, who 
abominatingthat Treachery, revealed it to him. 

Fol u of Brenne had the Kingdom of JFernſa/em by that 
ſame Popes Gift, who took it from Almeric King of Cy- 
prus, and gave it him; But Alzeri; bad no cauſe to come 
plain, fince he held Cypras only by the ſame Copy of the 
Popes Gift : So they bo:h were at the Popes Mercy.Our 
Jobn of England was his Vaſſ1l,as he uſually called hims 
But -his Succeſſour went higher,calling the King of Ez- 
g/and not only his Vaſlal, but {is Slave; and Declared 
1hat at his beck ke could procure him to be Impriſoned,and 
Diſgraced. James King of Arragon, who was alſo the 
Popes Ward, bad no leſs reafon to be afraidof the Pope, 
who had Depoſed his Father for Aſſiſting the Count of 
Thelouſe. Philip Auguſius King of France, bad his King- 
dom twice put under an Interdi&, worſe things being: 
alſo threatned, The like Threatnings had been made ta 
Andrew King of Hungary, but upon his Submiſſion he: 
was received into favour. 

And now 1s it any wonder, that thoſe Pr.n:es gave 
way to ſuch a Decree, when they knew n«.t how to help 
themſclves by Oppoſing it, which would have ailed a 
Storm, that they could. not hope to weather ? 

Anothet thing is remarkable concernivg this time, by 

which 
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( 33 ) . 

which the Bclief of the Depoſing DoQrine in that Age 
will better appear, Other Princes whom Popes had De- 
poſed, procured ſome Civilians to write for them ; and 
got Synods of Biſhops ſometimes on their (ide againſt the 
Pope. Becauſe it wasevident the Pope proceeded not up- 
on tte Account of. Hereſie, but of private ſpite and ha- 
tred. Burt in the caſe of the Count of Theolouſe, who was 
a manifc(t Favourer of that, which was eſtcemed Here- 
fie, (the Opinions of the Allzgerſes that were his Sub- 
jeqs) not a Writer in all that Age durſt undertake to 
defend his cauſe, ror could he procure one Biſhop to be 
of his ſ1de.S9 univerſally was it recetived,that in the caſe 
of Herelie, a Prirce might be Dcpoſed by the Pope. 


The 3d General Council that Confirmed this Power, - 


was the Council of Liczs, held by Innocent the 4th a- 
gi1nlt the forementioned Frederick the 24, where(as the 
Sentence bears) The Pope having Conſulted with hrs Bre- 
thren and the Holy Council, being Chriſts Vicar on Earth, 
to whom it was ſaid #n the perſon of St. Peter, whatſoever 
ye bind on Earth, &c. Declares the Emperor bound in his 
ſins, and thereip n Deprived by God of his Domini:mx. 
IWhereupon he by his Sentence does Depoſe him, and abſol: es 
all from their Oaths of Fidelity to him. Straitly charging 
all perſo''s, to acknowledge him no more either Emperor or 
King. Declaring all that did otherwiſe, Excommuvnicated 
ipfo facto. There are in this Proceſs ſeveral things ve. 
ry remarkable, It is grounded on a pretence to a Dt- 
vine Tradition; So here the whole Council concur with 
the Pope, in aſſerting this power to flow from that Con-: 
veyance. And thus either that Tradition is true, or the 
Ccuncils are not to be believed when they Declarea 
Tradition, 21y.Tho this is but a Decree in one patticu- 
larToſtance, yer it is founded on the General Rulez And 
ſo is a Confirmation of it,by which it is put outof doubt 
that the 4th Council of Latera» included Soveraign Prins 
E 2 cE$ 
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Ces within their Decree. 3ly, When the Emperors Advo- 
Cate appeared to plead for him 3 He did not at all except 
to their Juriſdiction over him, or Power of Depoſing in- 
the caſe of Hereſie, but denyed. that the Emperor was 
guilty of the crimes Objetted, namely Herefie, whereby: 
he, at leaſt, waved the denial of their Power in that 
caſe. He alſo delired ſome time might be granted for 
the Emperor to appear and plead for himſelf in perſon. 
Whereby he plainly.acknowledged their Juriſdiction. 4ly. 
When the Ambaſladors of France and England, Inter- 
ceded that the Emperors deſire might be granted ; the 
Council gave him near two weeks time to appear in : 
which was ſo incompetent a time, and all had declared 
themſelves fo prepoſleſt, or rather ſo overawed by the 
Pope that- hated him Mortally ; That the Emperor 
would not appear becauſe they were hisprofeſſed Adver- 
ſaries. And upon that, and other grounds(none of them 
touchirg on the power of. Depoling in caſes of Herelie) 
Fe appealed from them, to the next General Council ; 
Upon which the Pope and Prelates fitting in Council, 
with Candlcs burning in their hands, thundred out.the 
Sentence againſt him. 

Here were three very publick Judgments,of three Ge- 
neral Counci)s on this Head, within the compals of ſixty 
years. But it way be imagined, theſe wereConncils that 
wholly depended on the Pope ; and ſo their Decrees are- 
to be looked on, only as a Ceremony uſed by the Pope 
to make his own Sentence look more folemn.. But when 
npon the long Schiſm in the See of Rowe, the power of- 
that Sec was much ſhaken,and a Council met at Conſtarce 
to heal that Breach z in which the Biſhops taking advan. 
tagefrom that ConjunQure,to recover their formerDig-. 
nity, began to Regulate many matters. It may be, upon. 
ſach an occaſion, expetted, that if any Party. in the 
Church. had diſliked theſe praQices,. they ſhould have- 

been- 
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been now condemned:and that the rather,fince by ſo do- 
ing, the Biſhops might have hoped to get the Princes to 
be of their ſide,in their Conteſts with the Pope. But it 
fell out quite otherwiſe. For as the Murtherers of his late 
Sacred Majeſty pretended, when the King was killed, 
that all his power was devolved on them, and would 
have even the fame precedence allowed their Ambaſſa- 
dors in forreign parts, that his had : So the Council of 
Conſtance reckoned,that whatever Rights the Popes had 
aſſumed, did now reſt with them, as theSupreme Power 
of the Church. For in one of their Sz{{ions, a.Decree: 
was framed, made up of all the ſevere Decrees that had 
ever been made, againſt thoſe who violated the Rights of 


the Church : And this Clauſe often returns, That all the cg, coupe. 
Breakers of theſe Priviledges, whether they were Emperors, Tom. 29. Seſ]. 
19. 


Kings,or whatſoever other Degree,were thereby,ipſo facto, 
ſubje@ed to the Banns, Puniſhments,and Cenſures ſet down 
in the Council of Latzeran. And tho they do not call it 
the Fourth Counci),yet we are ſure it could be no other; 
for they relate to that in which Frederick the 2d. was 
conſenting to,which was the fourth in the Laterar And 
in another Decree,by which they hoped to have ſet up 
a Succeſſion of Genera] Councils,at evety ten years end; 


this Clauſe is added, That if any perſon, whether of the $eſſ. 15, 


Papal(for they had ſubjefed the Pope to the Counci}, 
and had more reaſon to fear his oppoling this Decree,than 
any Bodies elſe ) Imperial or Regal Dignity, ec. ſhould 
preſume to hinder any to come tothe next General Conncil, 
he is declared to be firſt Excommunicated,then under an In- 
terdi&,and then to be ſubje& to further puniſhment bothTem- 
poral and Spiritual, And in the Paſs they gavethe King 
of the Romans, to goto the King of Arrager, they add 


this Santion, That whatever perſon,whether King,Cardi- gp 1-- 


nal, &c. do hinder him in his Journey, he is iplo facto, 
deprived of all Honour, Dignity, Office,or en—_— 
| ccle-- 
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Eccleſiaſtical or Sceular. So here the indiret power cover 
Princes, by which they may be both depoſcd and puniſh- 
ed, is plait:ly aſſumed. Te is true that ſame Council did 
indeed Decree, That no Subje& ſhould murther his King 
or Princc;zupon which ſomeof our Eng/ifh and [riſh Wri- 
ters, w::0 condemn theſe pratticcs, think they have great 
advantages, That D: cree was procured byGerſras means, 
v. ho oblerving that by the manyRebeljions that had been 
gcrerally ſet on by Popes, the Perſons cf Princes were 
b: ought urder ſuch cortempt,that private Aſſaſſinations 
came 19 be practiſed : and 1n particular that of tFe Duke 
of Orleancet y the Duke of Burgundy;Therefore to pre- 
vert the fatal conſequer ces which were like to follow on 
that,arnd to hinder fuch practices for the future, he with 
-great earncſineſs follcwed that matter: Ard tho it had 
a'moſt coſt bim his life (it is like from ſome of the Duke 
of Orlearce his Faction,who were reſolved on a Revenge) 
yetat laſt he procured it: But this was only a Condemna- 
11on of private Cut-throats. And the Article condewn: d 
had a pretty Reſervation in it, for it ſtrikes only againſt 
Subj. As killing their Prince, without waitirg for the Sen» 
terce of any Judg what ſoever, So if a Sentence be paſt by 
the Spiritual Judg, then this Condemnation notwith- 
ſtanding,a Prince may be Murchered. And the other De- 
ciee of tbat Council paſſed in the ſame Scilion, ſhew they 
had no wird to part with the Depoſing Power. Beſides 
the Anſwer to this Decree is clear. It is acknowledged 
by the Lxfcnders of the coritrary opinion, That it is not 
lawful ia apy caſe to kill a Kingzbut when one that was 
a King is no more ſuch, but becomes a Rebel and an U- 
ſurper, then it is lawful to kill him. | 

Purſuant to the Decree made at Conftarce, a Courcil 
mc<t at Sierra ten years aſter,in which all the former De- 
crees made ag31v{t Heretichs are contirmed, and the Fa- 
vcurzrs or Fautors of Herelic arecclared liable toall the 


pairs 
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pains and cenſures of Hereticks, and by conſequence to 
the chief of them all, Depoſiticze. 

After that came the Council of Baſsl, which ratified the con. By 
forementioned Decree-made at Conſtance about Genera] ©? 
Councils, By which Popes, Emperors, Kings, &c. that 
preſumed to hinder any from coming to the Council, are 
ſubje&ed to Excommunication, InterdiGts ard other Pa- 
niſhments Spiritual and 7emporal. 

Laſt of all came? the Counci! of Trent, and tho m1t Corc. Tr:4. 
ters were at that paſs,that the Council durſt not tread on $25 © '9- 
Princes, as others had formerly gone, Jeſt they ſhould h 

| have been th<rebyprovoked to j in with the Proteſtants; 
yet they would not quite lay aſide the pretence of aDepo- 
ſing power, but reſolved to couch it ſo into ſome Decrer, 
that it might continue their clatmto a Right, which they 
would not part with, tho they knew not at that time 
what to make of it. So 1n the Decree againſt Duels,they 
declare, That if ary Emperors, Kings,&c.did aſſign a fi:ld 
for a Combat that they did thereby loſe their Right to that 
place, and theCity, Caſtl:, or other places about it, Now 
it is ccrtain,if by their Decrees a Prince may forfeit any 
; part of his Dominion, he may be alſo diſpolle{ied of all 
the reſt-; {ince his Title to his whole Territory being 
one individual thing, what ſhakes it 1n any part,ſubj<&s 
it entirely to him who has ſuch authority over it, 

Here we have found 7 General Councils, as they are 
eſteemed by that Church,all either exprelly afſcr:ing the 
Depoſiag Power, or ratifying former Decrees that had 
aſſerted it. And from ſuch a ſacceſ{hton of Councils, it is 
reaſonable to conclude, That this Third CharaQer of a 
Tradition of the Church agrees to it 3 and if General 
Councils are fit Conveyors of Traditions, we have as 
full Evidence as can be deſired, for proving this to be 
a Church-Tradition. 

This laſt CharaGter of a Tradition is what the whole: 
Bady 
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Body of the Church has held in any one Age. Upon which, 
they-ſay, we may calculate that ſuch opinions muſt have 
.come-down from the Apoſiles,ſince it ſeems neither cre- 
dible nor poſſible, that the Belief of the Church could 
be changed. With this Arzo!d has of late made great 
noiſe, And as the new Faſhions that come from Frarce do 
pleaſe our young Gallants beſt, fo ſome of the Writers 
of Controverſies among us have taken up the ſame plea 
here. That the whole Church received the Depoling 
Dodrine in caſes of Hereſy, may be inferred from what 
had been ſaid. The Church is made up of Pop:s, Biſhops, & 
Prieſts : Of Soveraign Princes, and Subjedts of all ranks, 
That the Popes believed it,none can doubt. So many De- 
finitions of Councils, fhews us as plainly what the Biſhops 
and other Prelates believed: the Writing of the School- 
men and Cinoniſts ſhew, whar the reſt of the Clergy be- 
lieved. Thoſe Princes who fuffered under the Sentences, 
give at leaſt a tacit conſent to it, lince they never que- 
{tion it,but ſtudy only to clear themſclves of the impu- 
tation of Herelie, The other Princes who made uſe of the 
Donations of the Popes, ſhew as plainly that they believ'd 
it, The great Armies that were brought about their Stan» 
dards, muſt have alſo believed it : and the people who 
generally deſerted the Depoſed Prince, notwithſtand- 
1ng the great vertues of ſome of them, and the love that 
SubjeQs naturally carry to their Princes,ſhew that they 
believed it. So that if St. Faxes his Queſtion, Shew me 
thy Faith by thy Works, be applicd to this particular, the 
Anſwer will be eaſie. What ſhall I mention the frequent 
depoſitions of Charles the 1(t,of Zenry the 4th,of his Son 
Henry the 5th, of Frederickthe it, Philip,0tho the 4th, 
Frederick the 2d,and Lewis the 4th in the Empire. The 
frequent Depoſitions in Szcily and Naples; the many at- 
tempts upon ÞFraxce ; that terrible Bull in particular of 
Jalizs the 2d,againſt that good King Lewis the twelfth, 
By 
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By which, beſides the Sentence againſt the King,it appears 


he deſigned the total deſtruction of the Nation, promifing ,. , ,, ,-; 
the Pardon of Sin to every one that killed one Frezch 16.5, © 


Man 3 the frequent Attempts upon Erglard,both in Ficy, 
the 2d, and K. Fohr's time 3 not to mention their later 
Bulls of Depoſition againſt K. Hezry the 8th, and Q. Eli- 
zabeth;the many Attempts in Spazn; particularly,the de- 
poſing the King of Navarre by P. Julins ; and the Scn- 
tences againſt Henry the 4th, then King of Navarre, and 
the Princeof Conde. A]l theſe, and a great many more, 


' with the ſtrange Effects that followed upon them, are 


ſo clear Proofs of the Worlds believing this Dofrine, for 
many Ages together, that if Men had any Remainders 
of ſhame left with them, they could not deny it. And 
to thisday all their Writers maintain it, tho perhaps now 
the greateſt part of the Laity know little of it ; but 
whenever the Tradition of the Church is laid before 

them, they are obliged to ſubmit, or they fall from the 

Catholick Faith,the chief Branchof which is, To believe 

all the Traditions of the Church, And fince the Church 
is the ſame in all Ages, according to their DoQrine, the 

Traditions of any one Age muſt be as good as the Tra- 

ditions of any other can be, all being grounded on the 

ſame Authority. 

And now let all the Reaſons that Arnold brings 'to prove, 
from the Churches believing Tranſubſtantiation in any 
Age, that ſhe muſt have always believed it, be conſider- 
ed, and applied with a ſmall variation of the Terms to 
this Purpoſe; and we ſhall ſee if they conclude not as 
ſtrongly in favour of this DoCrine, as for that which he 
has purſued ſo much. How can it be imagined, ſays he, 
that a DoFrine ſo contrary to common Sence and Reaſon, 
could bave been ſo univerſally received, if every Man 
had not been taught it by thoſe who inſtruFted him in the 

F Faith # 
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Faith? Will Men eaſily change their Faith> Or, tho 
particular Perſons would prevericate , would the whole 
Clergy conſpire to do it £ Or would the People take it eas 
fily off their hauds. Theſe and many more Topicks 
of that ſort may be ſo muſtered up, and ſet off by a Man 
of Wit and Eloquence, that an ordinary Perſon would 
ſtare, and not know what to ſay. The Premiſes will 
ſhew, that there is need but of very little Art to change 
the ſame Plea, and fit it to this purpoſe, with two great 
advantages beyond what can be fanci'd ta be in the other. 
The one is, that the generality of Mankind is naturally 
more concerned in the preſervation of Temporal things, 
than about nice points of Speculation ; the one they fee 
and handle every day, and are much concerned about; 
the other they hear little of, and are not much touched 
with them, So that it is leſs probable there could be a 
change made in opinions,0n Which the Titles of Princes, 
and the Peace of Kingdoms depended, thanabaut ſybtil 
Diſcourſes concerning Myſteries. So that the Plea is 
ſtronger for the Tradition of depofing Kings, than for 
Tranſubſtantiation. A ſecond Difference is, That there 
was a continual Oppoſition made to the belief of Tran» 
ſubſtantiation in all Ages, which they themſelves do not 
deny, only they ſhift it off the beſt they can, by calling 
the Oppoſers Hereticks ; but for the depoling Doctrine, 
there was not one Perſon in the whole World, that pre- 
ſumed to bring it in queſtion, from the firſt time it was 
pretended to, til! thoſe whom they call Hereticks diſpus« 
ted againſt it ; and tho ſome few others, who hold Com- 
munion with them, have ventured on a canvaſing of that 
Dottrine, it is well enough known what thanks they 
got from Roe ; nor can they ſhew any one Book, licen- 
ſed according tothe Rules of their Church, that denies: 
it. And thus the Plea for this DoRrine has a double Ad- 
vantage 
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vantage beyond that for Tranſubſtantiation. 

Upon the whole matter then, if Tradition be a (ure 
Conveyance, and if we may pronounce what is truly a 
Tradition, either from the Opinions of Doctors, the 
Conſtitutions of Popes, the Decrees of General Coun- 
cils, and the univerſal Conſent of the whole Church for 
ſome Ages; then the DoQtrine 'of depoſing Kings, to 
which all theſe agree, muſt be reckoned among Church- 
Traditions. There is but one other Mark that can be 
deviſed of a Tradition, which is, What the Church has 
taught and believed in all Ages 3 but for a certain Rea- 
ſon, which they know very well, they will not ſtand to 
that. They know we do not refuſe (ſuch Traditions,and 
if only ſuch may be received, then the Worſhip of Ima- 
goes, the Prayers to Saints, the Worſhip in an unknown 
Tongue, the Belief of Tranſubſtanciation, the Sacrifice 
of the Maſs, the denying the Chalice to the Laity, the 
redeeming Souls out of Purgatory , with many other 
things of the like nature, will be ſoon taken off of the 
File. And indeed in this ſence, the depoling Dodrine is 
ſo far from being a Tradition,that we have as undeniable 
Evidences, that the Church for the firſt ſix Ages knew 
nothing of it, but on the contrary abhorred the thoughts 
of it, as we have,that their Church theſe laſt ſix Ages has 
ſet it up : From which, among many other Reaſons, we 
conclude, that theſe latter Ages have not been acted 
with the ſame Spirit, nor followed the ſame Dodrine, 
that was the Rule of the former Apes. 

There is more than enough ſaid to ſhew, that theſe 
Dodrines are a part of their Faith; from which they caa 
never extricate themſelves, but by confeſfing,either that 
their Church has erred,or that Tradition is no trueCon- 
veyancez when they do either of theſe, they turn their 
| Backs 0nRowwe,and are ina fairaway to come over to our 
F 2 | Church, 
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Church, with which purpoſe I pray God inſpire them, 
The mean while, it is no wonder, if thoſe of that 
Communion, have been guilty of fuch horrid Plots and 
Reb:liions every where, eſpecially in Ezglaznd, ſince 
Herr; the 8th's time, There was in his Reign, Firſt a Re- 
bellion in Lincoln/bire, another greater one in the North, 
and ſomeleſler ones after that.lo Edward the 6th's time, 
there were Riſings, both in the Nerth, and in the Welt, 
But theſe ſucceeded ſo i111, and turned only to the ruine of 
their own Party, that they reſolved totry ſecreter ways 
in Queen Elizabeth's time ; in whoſe long and bleſſed 
Reign, there ſcarce paſſed one year in which there was 
not ſome Plot againſt her Life. There was not Matter 
enough to work upon, for railing any conſiderable Re- 
bellion in Erglard : But in Ireland, there were more 
frequent attempts that way. It is true, the Care and 
Providence of God was too hard forall their Plots, how 
cloſely ſoever laid; and they were turned back on them- 
ſelves, not ſo much to the ruine of the chick Plotters 
(who were wiſe enough to conveigh themſelves out of 
the way) as of many Noble Families, that were poy- 
ſoned with their ill Principles. All the Blood which the 
State was forced to (hed, lies at their door, who were 
continually giving freſh Provocations. And for King 
Fames (not to mention the Conſpiracies againſt him in 
Scotland, nor that Plot of Cobham and Watſon, upon his 
firſt coming to this Crown) the Gun-powder Treaſon 
was a thing that went beyond all the wicked Deſigns 
that had been ever in any Age contrived. And when 
his late Majeſty was Embroiled in his Affairs in this 
Ifland, how did they take advantage from that Conjun- * 
ture, to break out into a moſt horrid Rebellion in {res 
land, joyned with a Maſl3cre of Perſons of whatſoever 
Age, or Scx, or Condition? Which was fo far ſet on by 
Rome, 
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Rome, that a Nuncio came publickly to dire& their 
Councils. I will not dwell on Particulars that are ſuffi- 
ciently known, but only name theſe things, to ſhew, 
That no Reign of any of our Princes, ſince the Refor- 
mation, has been free from the diſmal eftc&s of the(: 
Doftrines. And for his Sacred Majeſty who now Reigns, 
(whom God long preſerve from their Malice) they have 
felt ſuch ſignal marks of his Royal Clemency, that they 
can have no colonr to complain, except it be, becauſe 
they cannot bear any Office 1a the Nation. For what 
Noile ſoever they make,of the ſevere Laws yet in force, 
both againſt the Clergy and Laity of their Religior, 
they cannot pretend that ſince his Majeſties happy Re- 
ſtauration, any Prieſt has died, or any Family has been 
ruined for their Religion. Burt I confels, it is enough, 
according to the Dottrine of their Church, to diſcharge 
them of their Allegiance, That the King ts a favourer of 
Hereſy; and if upon this Reaſon they will ill Plot 
and Conſpire againſt his Perſon and Government, we 
have no reaſon to wonder at it, for they att according 
to their Piinciples. 

Nor have theſe Iflands been the only Scenes, in which 
thoſe Principles have produced ſuch diſmal Effe&s, If 
we look abroad and reflett on what was done in Fraxce, 
we ſhall find, they have had the ſame Operation there, I 
need not mention that perfidious and cruel Maſſacre, 
that as Thuarus te)ls vs was ſo much extolled in Rome 
and Spain - and of which thePope has a Memorial kept 
in the Hangings, at the entrance of his Chappel, to this 
day. The Barricadoes of Parzs, the deſign af Depa- 
fing Hearj the 3d,oniy becauſe he had made Pe ice with 
the King of Nawarre, and the Prince of Conde ; the 
whole progreſs of the holy League; ther raking Arms 
apainſithat King, when the Duke aud Cardinal of Guiſe 
were 
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were killed by his Orders, and at Jaſt his being ſtabbed 
by Clement, a Dominican Friar,are Inſtances beyond ex- 
ception. The proſecution of the Rebellion againſt Z7exry 
the 4th, the attempt made upon his Perſon by Johr: 
Chaſtel, which was more ſucceſsful in Raviliacks hands, 
ſhew ſufficiently, That a Princes turning from that, which 
they call Hereſie, over to thetr Church, does not ſecure 
him, unleſs he will extirpate Hereticks, For tho Henry 
the 4th changed his Religion, yet the favour he ſhewed 
the Proteſtants, in the Edi& of Naxtes, was a thing ne- 
ver tobe forgiven. Theſe things were ſet on and en- 
couraged from Roxee, and pleaded for by their Writers. 
That the holy League was authorized from Rozve, that 
Sixtus the 5th, by his Bulls, declared the King of Na- 
var incapable of theSucceſſion 5 that he intended to have 
Depoſed Hezry the 3d,and that he rejoyced at his death, 
and magnified the FaCt ; preferring it toEleazar's killing 
the Elephant, and Judeth's killing Holofernes, and aſcri- 
bed it to a fingular Providence and Diſpoſition of the 
Almighty ; called it a great Miracle, and appeared vain 
that a Friar had done it, having been one himſelf, (tho 
no doubt he had liked it better, if Clement had been of 
his own ſaute) and would have had himſelf thought a 
Prophet for foretelling it, (and fo he might well do 
perhaps): and in the end concluded, That unfortunate 
Kings favouring Hereticks,to be the unpardonable Sin a- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt : Theſe were all ſopublickly done, 
that it were a needleſs labour, to go about the proving 
them. Francis Veronne wrote a Book, to juſtify both the 
Fadts of Clement the Dominican, and Chaſtel, (as well he 
might from the Principles of their Church). Afﬀeer all 
theſe diſmal FaCts, was it not time for the States of 
France, to think of ſome effetual Remedy, to prevent 
the like for the future? And they judged aright, that 


without 
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without Condemning the Depoſfing Power, it could not 

be done: To which, as was already hinted, the Clergy 

made ſuch vigorous Oppoſition,that it came to nothing. PiſeuDecrer. 
If theſe things had flowed only from the heat of ſome qt FONS 

violent Spirits, the danger were not ſo great z but it is 

the DoGrine of their Church, ſo Leſſzus C under the 

name of Singletonus) ſays, That if the power of Depofing 

lies not in the Pope, the Church uſt of neceſſity Err hich 

has taught it; and to aſlert that, zs Heretical, and a more 

intolerable Error, than any about the Sacrament can be. 

And Becanus, Confeilor to Ferdinand the 2d, ſays, No Bec. Controv. 

Man doubts, but if Princes are Contumacious, the Pope #80115. 

m14y order their Lives to be taken away.What ſecurity then 

can there be found out from Perſons, who give up their 

Conſciences to the condu@ of Men of ſuch Principles ; 

and profeſs an Implicite Obedience and belief of all that 

their Church teaches and commands, which poſleſles all its 

Votaries with ſuch curſed rage againſt Hereticks, that 

not content to adjudg them to eternal Flames in another 

Life,they muſt needs Perſecute and Burn without Mercy 

where they have the Power in their Hands ; and Plot 

and Confſpire, Kill and Maſſacre without relenting, 

where they have not Power todo it with any colour of 


Law ? 
Men of Honour will not be eaſily drawn in to ſuch 
Practices. But in Concluſion, when a fit Opportunity ; 


appears, they muſt either forſake their Church, or con- 
cur in the moſt miſchievous Deſigns, that the Maſters of 
their Conſciences will draw them into ; which I pray 
God make them ſee in good time, before they are Invol- 
ved in ſueh Snares, that Repentance will come too late 
todo them good, or to preſerve the Nation from thoſe 


Miſeries that they will bring upon it. 
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(1) 
The Unreaſonableneſs and Impiety 


OF 
POP EM 
In a Second Letter written upon the Diſcovery 


of the Late P LOT. 


SIR, 


Ou are pleaſed to tell me that my laſt Letter has 
had ſome good effeX 3 and that many who were 
before carried away with the falſe colours of the 
Romiſh Religion, are now a little awakned, and 

ſeem not unwilling to examin things, which they took 
formerly upon truit : and therefore you defire me, ſince 
you are not Maſterof ſo much ſpare time your ſclf, to 
ſet down the moſt material and convincing reaſons, and 
in as few words as may be, that are moſt likely to open 
the eyes of honeſt and ſimple perſons, that have been hi- 
therto miſſed, and are now willing to be inſtruQted. 

In all fuch caſes I firſt conſider the temper of the per- 
ſons to be dealt with : Suchas take up their Religion out 
of intereſt or humour, and think it point of honour to 
continue 11 it, and ſo will examine nothing are not to be 
ſpoken to. Others that are naturally ſuperſtitious and 
credulous, are very hard to be wrought on ; for they be-' 
lieve every thing that is ſaid on the 00e hand, and di- 
ſtruſt all that is told them by any body elſe, Some of 


. thoſe have a vanity incoming to talk with Divines, but 


it is an endleſs labour todeal with them ; for at every 
A 2 time 
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time one mult begin of new. But the only perſons to be 
dealt with, are thole that are ſincere and inquiſitive, that 
having been bred in that Religion, or brought over to it 
by ſome ſpecious pretences, are now willing to hear rea- 
ſon, and reſolved to follow it wherever they find it. And 
therefore in the firft place, their minds muſt be diſinga- 
ged from theſe unjuſt prejudices, that they conceive of 
our Religion : and ſuch juſt prejudices muſt be offered 
them againſt the Rowiſh Religion, as may at leaſt beget 
in them ſome jealouſies concerning it, by which they 
may be brought ſo far, as to think the matter ſuſpict- 
ous. Ifthen there be ſuch reaſons offered them, for ſul: 
{peQing foul dealing from their Prieſts and Church, as. 
would make them ſuſpect an Attorney, Phyſician, or any 
other perſon with whom they were to deal, they will 
be prepared to hear reaſon ; which isall that we deſire : 
2nd upon this Head theſe following Conſiderations may 
be laid before them. 

1. All people that pretend to great Power and Do- 
minion over our conſciences, are juſtly to be ſuſpeQed. 
If any man defigned to make himſelf Maſter of any 
of our other Liberties, we would examine his Title, 
and ſuſpect all his other motions, when we ſee they tend 
to ſubject us to him: Therefore a Church that deſigns 
to keep all her Votaries under an abſolute obedience, is 
juitly. to be fuſpeted : and our Church that pretends to . 
no {uch power, 1s more likely to deal fairly. 

2. A Church that deſigns to keep her Members in ig- 
norance, is more to be ſuſpeQted, than a Church that 
brings every thing toa fair Trial. A Church that denies 
the uſe of the Scriptures in a known tongue, except to 
a few, and wraps up their Worſhip in a Language that - 
is not underſtood, is reaſonably to be ſuſpeted, more 
than a Church that gives the free uſe of the Scriptures to 


all 
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all perſons, and worſhips God ina Language, which the 
people underſtand. | 

3. A Church whoſe Opinions tend to engroſs the 
Riches of the world to its Officers, 1s more to be ſuſpe- 
Qed, than a Church that pretends to nothing but a com- 
petent maintenance- of- the ſeveral Officers in it. The 
Redeeming Souls out-of Purgatory, and the Enriching 
the Shrines, or Reliques of Saints, Pardons, Jubilces, 
and many more Tenets of the Church of Ryze, are fo 
calculated for enriching their Societies ; that every. cau- 
tious man muſt needs ſuſpet ſome deſign in it: which 
he cannot charge on a Church that has none of theſe 
Arts to get money. | 

4. A Church that has carried on its Deſigns, by the 
molt diſhoneſt methods poſſible, the forging of Wri- 
tings, and Deeds, of Miracles, Viſions, Propheſtes and 
other things of that Nature, is more juſtly to be ſuſpe- 
Qed, than a Church that cannot be charged with any 
{uch prattices. The Forging ſo many Epiſtles for the 
Popes of the firſt Ages, which are now by themſelves 
confeſt to.be Spurious, with many other Forgeries, were 
the Engines by which the Papal Power was chiefly ad- 
vanced, The Legends and Extravagant Fables of 
which they are now aſhamed, werethe chief Motives of 
Devotion for many Ages. And by theſe, Saints and I- 
mages were ſo much magnified, and Monaſteries ſo en- 
riched. A Noted Liar after a Diſcovery is no more to 
be truſted. 

s. Any that conſiders the preſent State of Roxze, the . 
manner of Electing Popes, the Practices of that Court, 
and the Maximes they move by, muſt fee that every 
thing there is ſecular, corrupt, and at beſt direted by 
rules of Policy. But to fanſite the Holy Ghoſt can come - 
upon any Election ſo managed, as their own Books _ 
tnat 
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that is, is the moſt unreaſonable thing that can be deviſed. 
Therefore a Church chat neither pretends ſo high, nor 
can be charged with ſuch proceedings, is more likely to 
be the true Church. 

6. A Church that teaches Cruelty againſt poor Inno» 
cent people, that differ in opinion 5 and ſets on Plots , 
Conſpiracies, and Rebellion againſt Princes, that are 
judged Hereticks, is more likely to be corrupted, than 
a Church rhat is ſo merciful, as to condemn all capital 
proceedings for difference of Opinion, and teaches an 
abſolute Submiſſion to the Soveraign Power, even when 
it perſecutes and opprefles them. 

7. A Church that is falſe to her own Principles, is not 
ſo likely to Inſtruct her members —_ as a Church 
that is 1n all things conſiſtent to her ſelf. The great 
Foundation of their R—_ is, That there muſt be a 
ſpeaking Judg to decide all Controverſies: Now they 
have no ſuch Judg, for it is not of Faith, that the Pope 
is this Judg, or is Infallible : And for a general Council, 
they have had none theſe 112. years, nor are they like 
to ſee anotherin haſt. Sothey have no Speaking Infalli- 
ble Judg among them. And thus they deceive people 
by a falſe Pretence : whereas we appeal to nothing, but 
what we really have among us, which arethe Scrip- 
TUrEs. 

8. A Church that appeals to Marks, which are not 

offible to be ſearcht our, is more likely te miſlead peo- 
ple, thana Church that pretends to nothing but what 
can te certainly proved. The great thing they appeal to 
is the Conſtant Succeſſion of the Biſhops of Rowe, and 
their other Paſtors, This cannot be known, no not 
by a probable conjeRure. But there are on the contra- 
ry, as great grounds for Hiſtory to deny it in the See 
of Rome, as in any other Ancient See whatſoever : but 
though 
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chough they have it, both the Greek Church, and our 
Church has it likewiſe. 

Theſe are ſuch plain things, and the Truth of them 
is ſo notoriouſly known, that I ſhould ask any of that 
Conmunian, waether upon the like reaſons he would 
nat be Jealous of any perſon or ſort of perſons whatſoe- 
ver? And if theſe grounds of jealoufie wonld work in 
other matters, it is much more reaſonable, that they 
ſhould take place 1n. matters of Religion; In which as 
an Error is of far greater Importance ; So Impoſtors in 
all Ages have ſtudied to make gain by Religion. There- 
for2 it 1s molt juſt 0 emo violent preſumptions, to 
look about us, and take care we be not cheated. 

But before I would deſcend to particulars, there is 
one General prejudice that works moſt univerſally, on 
weaker minds to bs removed, which is, that the true 
Church cannot Erre. It then it bz made appear unan- 
ſwerably, that the true Church may Erre, and that in a 
moſt weighty Poiat, all theſe Arguments fall to the 
ground. 

That thz Church of. the Jews, in our Saviours days 
was the true Church, cannot be denied ; for our Saviour 
owned it to-be ſuch. He joyned with them in their wor- 
ſhip, He fentthe Lepers to the Prieft, He commanded 
chem to hear the DoRors that ſate in Moſes Chair, and 
himſelf acknowledged the High Prieſt, This is ſuffici- 
ent to prove that it was the true Church, and yet this 
Church erred, in a moſt Important point, whether Je- 
ſus Chriſt was the true Meſfias, in whom the Prophe- 
cies were fulfilled or not ? they Judged falſly : The High 
Prieſts with all the S4»hedrimz, declared him a Blaſphe- 
mer, and condemned him guilty of Death. Here the 
true Church expounds the Scriptures falſly, and erred in 
the Foundation of Religion. | as 
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"And-it is well known, that the chief arguments which 
- they of the Romiſh party bring to prove, that a Church 
cannot Err, do agree as well to the Jewiſh, as the Chriſti- 
an Church : the one being the true Church, under that 
diſpenſation, as well as the -other is now. TIt then this 
Deciſion made by the true Church in Chriſts time, did 
not oblige all in that Church, to go on in that er- 
ror, but private. perſons might have examined their Sen. - 
tence, and depart from them upon it; then upon the 
ſame reaſons, though we acknowledge the Church of 
Rome a true Church, yet we may examine her Do- 
Arines, and ſeparate from her errors. This grand pre- 
jucice being thus removed, there are two things in the 
. next place to be laid before them, 
.., One is, that:the Scriptures, - being acknowledged to 
come. from : Divine Inſpiration, on all hands, can only 
decide the - Controverſies among us: and the places [ 
{hall make uſe of, ſhall be cited according to the Doway 
Tranſlation,to which,being made by themlelves,they can- 
- not except. 

Another is, that a man muſt judg of things as they 
appear plainly to his reaſonable Faculties. -It is a- 
.gainſt all reaſon to ſay that becauſe it-is poſſible for a 
man tobe miſtaken, therefore he ought to doubt his 
Judgment in things that are clear to him. This muft 
-turn a man Sceptical both to all Religions, and all the 
cancerns'of human life : Therefore every man muſt fol- 
Jow his Judgment, when after a diligent Inquiry, any 
thing appears -plainto him. | 

And now to come up-<cloſe to thoſe of that perſwaſion, 
they are .to conſider , 'that the chief parts of Religion 
are, iFirſt, Articles of Faith : Secondly, Rules of Life : 
Thirdly, The worſhip of :God chiefly in the Sacraments : 
And Foxrihly, The Government-of the Church. If 

| then 
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then in every one of theſe Heads, the Church of Eg- 
gland agrees ctkarly with the Scriptures, and the Church 
of R9me does either manifeſtly cbatradi& them, 'or dif- 
fers matterially from them, in all theſe points, in which 
weand they differ; then the Refolution of the Queſti- 
on, Whether a man ought to joyn himſelf co our 
Church, ortheirs? will be eaſily made. | 

For Articles of Faith, if either the Apoſtles Creed or 
the Creeds of the Firſt 4. General Councils, contain 
a jult abſtraQ of the Faith; then we who receive every 
Article in theſe Creeds, do agree more exaCtly to the 
Apoſtolical Dodrine, than they who have added many 
new Articles to thei Creed. 

The chief Article of Faith, is, The Covenant made 
between God and Man through Fe/xs Chriff, by which 
upon the Account of his Merits and Interceſſion, all 
who follow the Rules of the Goſpel, may expett the - 


Bleſſings of it, both here, and hereafter. Peyzance to- As 20, a1, 


ward God, and Faith towards our Lord Feſws Chriſt, 
being the conditions upon which we hope for Eternal life. 
This we plainly teach, without Addition or Change : 
But in how many things have they departed from this 
Simplicity of the Goſpel ? Firſt, In teaching People to 
addreſs to God, for the Merits and by the Tntercefſſion of 
rhe Saints: From whom theſe things are asked, for which 
the Scriptures direct us only to God and Chriſt. And 
in the very words pronounced after abſolution, The Me- 
rits of the Blefſed Virgih and the Saints, are joined with 
the paſſion of Chriſt; as the groutids on which 
we obtain pardon of Sin, Grace, and Eternal 
life. Secondly, In perſwading People, That a Simple 
attrition with the ufe of the Szcraments, withour an 
real converſion of the Soul or change of life, is ſuficient 
to Salvation. ,Thirdly, In perſwading People , 00 
B | there 
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there is a Communication of the Merits of. Saints to 
other Perſons, though the Scriptures mention only the 
Communication of Chriſts Merits.  Fourthly, by Teach- 
ing that tho our ſins are pardoned thorough Chriſt; yet, 
there are terrible and long la'ting tornents to be en- 
dured in another State. . F-/:1y, that ſaying Maſſes, and 
going of Pilgrimages can Redcem from. thele. Now in 
all theſe, the two chief Deſigns of the Goſpel are plain- 
ly contradicted : Which be; Firff, To Change our 
hearts and lives :. Secondly, To perſwade us tov a hum- 
ble Dependance upon Chriſt, and an high acknowledg- 
ment of him : But.theſe Lotti ines of theirs as they ſhew 
us a way to be ſure of Heaven, without a real Con- 
verſion ; ſo they take off ſo much from Faith in Chriſt 
as they carry us to truſt to ſomewhat elſe. 

Theſe are Errors of great Importarice : Since they 
. . corrupt the Fountain, and overthrow the chief defign of 
"the Chriſtian Keligion. They are alſo. late devices 
brought in, in the dark and ignorant Ages. 

No mention is made of praying to Saints, in any An- 
ctent Liturgie. There is a great deal againſt it in the 
moſt Ancient Authors. And though in. the Fourth 


Century , upon the Converſion of many Heathens to - 


the © briftian Faith , to humour them in their conceit, 
of tOme Intermedial Agents, between the. Divinity and 
us Mortals, there was a Reverence for the Saints fer up, 
to drive out the worſhip of thoſe Secondary Deities; 
yet, this wasnodireCt Adoration, though they then be- 
gan to uſe Rhetorical addreſſes to Saints like prayers; 
Yer, even in Gregory the Great: his time (in the begin- 
ning. of the Seventh Century ) we find no Prayers made 
to: them 1n all his LR And for the Belief of a 
fimple Attrition being ſutficient with the Sacrament, no 
body ever dreamed of it, before the Schoolmen found 

out 
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out the Diitintion, between 4ttrition and Contrition 
in the later Ages. For the Communication of the Me- 
rits of Saints, the whole Fathers in one voice, ſpeak only 
of the Merits of Chriſt being Communicate ' to us. The 
Fryers firſt invented it, to invite People at leaſt to die 
in their habits, by perſwading them, that all the merits of 
the Saints of their Order, were ſhared among the 
whole Order. And for Redeeming out of Purga- 
tory, the firſt Four Ages knew nothing of it. In 
the beginning of the Fifth Century St. Aujtin plainly 
ſpeaks of it as an Opinion which ſome .had taken up with- 
Out any ground, and that it was no way certain, wor 
could we ever be ſure of it, And though in Gregory the 
Great's tine, the Belief of it was pretty far advanced ; 
yet, the Trade of Redeeming out of it, by ſaying Mal 
ſes for Departed Souls was not even then found 
out. 

So that all theſe are both groſs Errors, and late Inven- 
tions. 

The next Branch of Religion, is the Pule of human 
life : which one would chirk could be taken from no 0- 
ther Standard ſo certainly, as the 10. Commandments : 
and the Expoſitions givea of theſe in Scrirture, chicfly 
our Saviours Sermon on the Mount, Let Malice it ſelf 
appear, to Declare wherein our Church ſtrikes at any 
of theſe : or Teaches men to diſobey even the leaſt of 
them. . If then our Rule of life be exactly the ſame ; with 
that which the Scriptures preſcribe, weare ſafe as to this, 
which may be wel] called, The moſt important piece of 
Religion. For 't is to be conſidered that God making 
man after his oy Image, the end of his Crea:ion was, 
that he might be made like God. The Attributes of 
God to be Imitated, are Coodnels, Mercy, Juſtice, 
Wiſdom-and Truth. And it is certain that the Ce of 
| | B 2 C- 


Micha 6. 8. 


(10) 
Revealed Religion was to give men clearer Notions of 
theſe Moral pertections, to prefs them by ſtronger Ar- 
guments, and encourage cur Endeavours by ſuitable Re- 
wards and puniſhments. Sothat if any Religion contra- 
dit theſe Moral Duties, we are ſure it is falſe ; for the 


Revelation of God's will muſt be deſigned to make us 


better than we would otherwiſe be, following barely 
the Light of Nature, and not worſe. If then the.Church 
of Rome over-throws Morality, and contradiats any of 
the Ten Commandments we are ſure it is not of God. 
And how far it has done this, they may judge by theſe 
Particulars. 

Firſt, Whatever Church offers cheap and eaſfie pardons 
for fin, does take off ſo much from our ſenſe of the evil of 
fin. Wecannot have a very ill opinion of any thing that 
is eaſily forgiven, Now what are the Popes Pardons, In- 
dulgences, Jubilees, Priviledged Altars, the going of 
Pigrimages, the ſaying of ſome ColleAs, the wearing of 
Aenus Det's, Peebles, or other ſuch like traſh, bur fo 
many Engines to root out of mens minds any deep hor- 
rour or great ſenſe of fin. Is not this the very thing which 
the People of the Fes of old offeredat, to bring Thou- 
fands of Rams, Ten Thoufand Rivers of Oyl , their 
Firſt born, or the fruic of their Body, to offer for their 
fins ? All which were rejeted in the name of God in. 
theſe words, I will fhew thee O man what is good, and 
what our Lord requireth of thee : Verily to do Judgment , 
and to love mercy, ant t6 watk ſolicitous with thy God, 
This is a Moral matter and unchatigable ; therefore who- 
ever £0 to beat down the ſenſe of ſin, by the offer of Par- 
don, or any other terms, but the fincere change of a 
mans life, deftroy Marallity, which is the Image of God 
in man. If from this general Confideration we deſcend 
& Examine the Commandments in particular, we _ 

nd. 
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find matfet eriough for a ſevere Charge againſt their 
Church, E- 

Is nor the Firſt Commandment broken when Deyo- 
tions are offered to Saints which Importtheir being O-- 
niſcient ; Omnipreſcent aud Almighty ; that are the In- 
communicable Attributes of the God-head : and when 
pardon of fin, preſervation, Grace 2gainſt Temptations, 
and Eternal life, are 4nmediately begged from Saints. 
It is true, they ſay the ſence of theſe prayers, is only- 
that we deſire their aſſiſtance at Gods hands for theſe 
bleſſings. But the words of their Offices import no ſuch 
matter. And though tor above One Hundred and Sixty 
Years theſe things have been complained of ; andin the 
Corre&ion of their Offices, ſome of them were caſt out ; 
yet, many of them do {till continue : In which the plain 
fence of the words of their Offices is Idolatrous : 
Only they make a ſhift with another and forced ſence 
put on ther, to defend themfelves from that charge. 
And for ſuch Devotions they can ſhew no Warrant for 
the firſt Thouſand years after Chriſt - 

The Second Commandment is fo openly and confeſ(- 
fedly broken by them, that many of them maintain, ir 
does not all oblige Chriſtians : but belonged only ro 
the Jewiſh Diſpenlation. And inall their Catechiſms ir 
is left out, which was dohe very wiſely ; (with what 
Honeſty let them anſwer) for it was not fit the people 
ſhould look on that as a Commandment, which they 
ſaw ſo notoriouſly btokeri throughout their whole 
Church: A great trade being alſo driven by the breach 
of it. That this was not in the Primitive Church, them- 
ſelves confeſs: all the Books the Fathers wrote againſt 
the Idolatry of the Heathens, demonſtrate this. Not 
were Images fo much as ſet up in Churches before the 
Sixth Century. Atid. then care was taken _ 

ou 
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ſhould not be worſhipped : and ndt before the Eighth 
Century were they worſhipped in any place ofthe Chri- 
ſtion Church. 

The Doftrins of the Popes power of Relaxing of 
Oaths, and diſcharging men from the Obligation of 
them, joyned with the practice of their Popes for above 


800 years, is as formal an Oppoſition to the Third Com. - 


mandment as can be Imagined. This was alſobegun in 
the Eiphth Century. | 

The vaſt multiplication of Holy-days, made the 
Obſervation of the Lords day of neceſlity ſlacken. 

They have deſtroyed the Order of Societies, eſtabli. 
ſhed in the Fifth .Commandment ; by the Power they 
aJlow the Pope to Depoſe Princes, and abſolve Subjetts 
from their Alleageance. 

They teach the murdering and burning all Hereticks, 
that.is to ſay, all that will not ſubmit to their Tyranny : 
by which Infinite numbers of Innocent perſons have been 
murdered, againſt the $:xth Commandment. And theſe 
two DoQtrines of depoſing Princes, and putting Here- 
ticks to death, were abhorred by the Church for the 
firſt Eight ages, and were brought in by the Popes ſince 
that time. 

The frequent practice of the Court of Rowe, in 
granting Divorces, on the pretence either of Spiritual 
kindred, or of Degrees not forbidden , either By the 
Law of Nature, or the word of God, and allowing ſe- 
cond Marriages to both Parties, upon ſuch Divorces, is 
an ayowed breach of the Seventh Commandment, 

The ſetting on, ſome Princes to Invade other Princes 
in their jult Rights; is the Doctrine, as well as it has 
been the praQice of their Church for fome Ages. And 
as their Popes have wreſted many Territories from 
Temporal Princes, fo for many Ages they ſet on Pub. 

; lick 


A — POET TTY B 


( 13 ) 
lick Robbery againſt the Ezeh+h Commandment. 

The Dottrine of Equivocating, both taught, and 
prattiſed , the breaking of fafe ConduQts, and publick 
Faith decreed by their, General Councils, is alſo againſt 
the Ni#t4 Commandment. _ 

For the Tenth I ſhall ſay nothing of it, becauſe the 
meaning of it is not ſo generally agreed on. But thus 
we lee all the Rules of Morality are contradiCtcd. by 
that Church, 

It might be juſtly added to ſwell up this Charge 3 
that of late there have been DoCtrines publiſhed to the 
world by the approved Caſuilts of that Church, with 
Licence, which ſubvert all Juſtice, deſtroy all ſecurity, 
and take away the moſt facred ties of mankind. By the 


 Podrines of Probability, and of Ordering the Intension 


aright, there is no crime how black ſoever, but a man 
may adyenture on it with a good conſcience. Theſe 
things were long and _ taught amonglt them, with- 
out any Cenſure. And when many of the French Cler- 
gy complained of theſe at the Court of Rome (perhaps 
more out of ſpite to the Jeſuits, than.zeal for the Truth ) 
it was long before theſe ſo juſt Remonſtrances, were 
heard. And in concluſion atrifling Cenlure was palt on 
them : by which they were declared Scandalous ( neither 
Impious, nor Wicked) and all- were forbidden to teach 
them any more, but they ſtand yer, in the Books for, 
merly publiſhed with Licence. 

After all theſe particulars, is it to be wondereq at, if 
the morals. of the men of that Church be vitiated, when 
their Do&trine. is ſo corrupted, for peoples praftices are 
generally worſe than their Opinionz, And thus the Se- 
cond point is made good, that: in our -Church, we teach 
the ſame Rules of Living that are in the Scriptures, 
which are groſly corrupted by their Doctrines, _ 

e 


x Cor. 14> 
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The Third Branch of the Chriſtian Religion 1s the 
Worſhip of God and that chiefly the uſe of the Sacra- 
ments, For the Worſhip of God, ler it be conſidered that 
we pray to God, and praiſe him only, for all theſe things 
about which the Scriptures command us to addreſs to 
him. Our worſhip is in a Language that all the people 
underſtand , and fo are editied by it according to. St. 
Panl, who has enlarged ſo much on this matter, ina 
whole Chapter, that it is ſtrange, how any who acknow- 
ledg the Authority of that Epiltle, can deny it. Our Li- 
turgies are ſuch, that the Romaniſts cannoc except to 
any part of them : Our ceremonies are few, and theſe 
be both decent and uſeful : So that in all the parts of 
our Worſhip, we do fo exattly agree to the Rule of the 
Scriptures, and the Primitive Church, that they cannor 
blame us for any oneRubrick or ColleCt in it. But for 
their worſhip, It is 18 a Language not underſtood by 
the people: who to be ſure can receive no Edification, 
from that they underftand not ; nor canthey ſay Amer 
fo ſuch Devotions. This 1s as it were in ſpite to St. 
Paul, who took ſpecial care that as long as his Autho- 
rity was in any eſteem in the Chufch;ſuch an abuſe ſhould 
never creep into it. Nor is there & ſhadow of Authori- 
ty for ſuch a praQtice, from the Pri-nitive Church, in 
which for many Ages, the Worſhip was ſtill in the vul- 
gar Fongues: 

Next their Worſhip is wine” with many Rites 
and Ceremonies, that the ſeriouſneſs of Devotion muſt 
needs be much alloyed by them. A great part of the 
Worſhip is. fo whiſpered, as if they were-muttering 
Spells. Their Books of Exorciſms are the moſt indecent 
things thar can be: fult of Charms and other ridiculous 
Rites. And for the Pontifical and Cere#oziral of their 
Church, they may mateh with Heatheniſ:n for Superſti- 
tion, 
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tion. Their Offices are ſo. various, and numerous, and 
the Rubricks ſeem ſo full of diforder, that a man may as 
{oon learn a Trade, as know all the ſeveral parts of chem. 
How this can ve reconciled to the Simy2licity ot the Gol- 
pel, or the Worſhipping God. in ſpirit and truth, may 
be eaſily judged by thoſe who can compare things. 

For the Sacraments, we have the Two that Chriſt In- 
ſtituted, Baptiſm, and the Lords Supper; And for Pen- 
nance, Confirmation, Ordination and Marriage, we have 
them alſo among us, as they were appointed by Chrilt 
and his Apoſtles: though we do not call theſe Sacra- 
ments. For Extream Unction we find no warrant at all 
for it, as a ſacred Ordinance : and we are ſure che Church 


for many Ages did not think of it. For Baptiſm it is done Mut. 28. rg. 


among us, 1n the very Form our Saviour appointed : and 


this they donotdeny. But among them they cannot be al: 


{ured that they are ar all Baptized : ſince according tothe 
Dottrine of the neceſſity of the Intention of the Prieſt, 
to the Being of a Sacrament, they cannot be aſſured of 
it: for an Atheiſtical Prieſt can ſpoil their Baptiſm, fo 
that unleſs they can be certain of that, which is impoſſible 
for them to know, I mean the Intention of the Prieſt, 
they are not ſure that they were ever truly Baptized. 

But for the Lords Supper, if any perſon will ſo far 
truſt his own Reaſon and ſenſes, as to compare all the 
Warrants we have in Scripture for that Ordinance, with 
the PraQtice of our Charch and theirs, they will ſoon 


ſee who agree moſt to them. Chr: took Bread wh:ch Warr. 26.26, 
be bleſſed and gave, ſaying, This is my Body which is 27-28. ver. 


given for you. He alſo took the Chalice and [aid, Drink ye 
all of it, &c. All this we doe, and no more, ſo that it 
is indeed a Communion among us :; an1 thole who have 
read the account that Juſtin Martyr gives us of the Kites 
in the Communion in his days, would think he were 
1eading 


., 


Urb. 9.26, 28. 
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reading the very Abſtrat of our Office, But in the 
Church of Rome, beſides the leſs material things, of the 
Form of the Bread, the Conſecration of Altars and Vel- 
ſels, with the. numberleſs Ittle devices in the Canon of 
the Maſs, that they feem not of fuch importance 
let theſe confiderable changes they have made 'be looked 
znto. 

'2. They havebrought in the DoQArine of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation, againft the cleareft Evidence both of ſenſe and 
reaſon, againſt the nature of a Sacrament, and its being 
a Memorial of Chriſts Death, and that by the very words 
of Conſecration, the Bread and Wine are Chriſts Bozy 
and Blood, as the one was given for ww, and the other ſhed 
for us, on the Croſs : and not as he is now at the Right 
hand of God. The belief of this crept in by degrees, 
from the etghth Century, in which it was firſt ſer on foot, 
but much contradiQted both in the Eaſtern and Weſter 
Church: and was not fully ſetled till the x 3th Century. 
We are ſure it was not the Doctrine of the Chur- 
ches of Rome, Conſtantinople, Aſia, Antioch, nor Africk in 
the 5th and 6th Centuries, by exprefs Teftimonies from 
the moſt efteemed Authors of that'time, Ge/aſtus, Chry- 
foftom, Ephrem, Theoadoret, and St. Auſtin. 

2. They deny the Chalice totheLaity againſt che ex- 
preſs words of the Inſtitution; and contrary both to the 
DoArine and Tradition of the'Churchfor 1300 years. 

3. They have declared the Priefts ſaying Maſs, to be 
an Expiatory Sacrifice for the Dead, and the Living, 
though the Scripture plainly ſays, That Chriſt was once 
offered for us. It is true the Primitive Church uſed the 
words Sacrifice and Oblation as our Church yet does, bur 
their meaning by that, was only in the general ſenſe of 
theſe terms, as Prayers, Praifes,'and Alms are called Sa- 
crifices, 
4. They 
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4. They have brought in a new -piece of Worſhip, 


which is the hearing of Maſs, without receiving the Sa- 
crament : and it is now the great Devotion of their 
Church. Though by the Taſtiturion, it js as expreſs as can 
be, that the Conſecration is only in order to its being 
a Communion. Andby the Apoſtolical Canons, which 
ſome in their Church believe to be the work of the Apo- 
ſtles, and are by them all acknowledged to be a Colle- 
ion of the Rites of the firſt Ages, all perſons that were 
preſent at the Worſhip, and did aot communicate were 
to be ſeverely cenſured. 

5. Theadoring the Sacrameat, the expoſing it qn the 
Altar, and carrying it about in ſolemn Proceſſions, to be 
worſhipped, as they are late Inventiqns ; ſo if Tranſyb- 
ſtantiation be not true, they axe by their own confeſſion 
the groſfeſt Idolatries that ever were, | 

And are not theſe conſiderable variations from the firlt 
Inſtitution of this Sacrament ? 

As far their own Sacraments, though there is no rea- 
ſon to equal them, to either of theſe that were inſtituted 
by Chriſt ; yet ſome of them we uſe, as they were art firſt 
appointed. Perſons Baptized, are Confirmed with Im- 
2e—my of hands, the only Ceremony uſed by the A- 
20ſtles. EA 
We allow the uſe of Confeſſion, and do preſs it in ma- 
ny cafes3 and give the benefir of Abſolucion : but we 
do not makethis an Enginto ſcrew peoples ſecrets from 
them. For which there is no warrant in Scripture ; 
nor was it thought neceſſary for many Apes after the 
Apoftles. Confelfion of publick Scandals was enjoyned, 
and for private fins it was recommended: but this latter 
was notjudged ſimply neceſſary for obtaining the pardon 


ARs 8. 17. 


of ſin. And what noiſe ſoever they make of the good © 


chat Confeſſion, anche enjayning of Pennance, may <, 
2 bs 
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if well managed, we need only appeal to ſome of 

their own beſt Writers, now in France, whether as they 

havebeen practiſed, they have not rather driven all true 

Piety our of the world. If theſe abuſes had been only 

the faults of ſome Prieſts, the blame could not have been 

juſtly caſt'on their Church ; but when the publick Rules 
given to Conteſſors, printed with Licence, are their war- 
rants for ſo doing, then their Church 1s in fault. So 
that nothing 15 more common among them , than for 
nerfons after a confeſſion made of their (ins, with a ſlight 
orrow, and ſome trifling pennance undergone, together 
withthe Prieftly Abſolution, to fancy themſelves as clean 
from all ſin, as if they had never offended God. And this 
being the Do&rin of their Church, it both leſſens the 
ſenſe of ſin, and takes men off from making ſuch earneſt 
applications to God through Chriſt, as the Goſpel com- 
mands. | | 
For Orders they are among us with the ſame Rites 

Morinus. that Chriſt and the Apoſtles gave them firſt : And a learn: 
ed Man of their own Church has lately publiſhed the 
moſt ancient Forms of Ordinations he could find : From 
which it appears, that all the Ceremonies in their Or- 
dinations, for the want of which they accuſe us, were 
brought in ſince the eighth Century : ſothat even by their 
own Principles theſe things cannot be neceſlary to Or- 
dination, otherwiſe there were no true Orders in. the 
Church for the firſt eight Ages. 

Heb. 13.4. _ For Marriage we honour it as Gods Ordinance ; and 
fince the Scriptures 'declare it hoourable iz all, without 
exception, we dare deny it to none who defire it. St. 
P::1 delivers the Duty of Clergy-men towards their 

t Tim, 3. 2. Wives, with Rules for their Wives behaviour, which had 

4 It. been very impertinent' if Clergy-men might have no 


Wives. Wefind a married Clergy in the firſt ten Cen-. 
euries : 
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Government among them ? not to. mention the DoQrin 
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turies : And we know by what baſe Arts the Czlibate of: 
the Clergy was brought in; and what horrid ill effeRs 
it has produced. Neither do we allow of any devices to 
hinder Marriage, by degrees of kindred not prohibited in 
the Law of God, orthz trade thae was long driven in 
granting Diſpenſations in thoſe degrees, and afterwards 
annulling theſe, and avoiding the Marriages that followed 


upon them, upon ſome pretences of Law. 


Thus it appears, how they have corrupted the Do- 

_— of the Sacraments, together with the Worſhip of: 
God. 
The laſt head of Religion is Government ; and as to 
this, we can challenge any to ſee what they can except: 
tous. * Firſt in reference to the Civil Power, we declare 
all are bound for conſcience ſake to obey every lawful 
Command of the Supream Authority, and to ſubmit 
when they cannot obey. We pretend tono Exemption 
of Clarks from the Civil Juriſdiaion, but give to Ceſar 
the things that are Caſars. We do not obey the King only 
becauſe he is of our Religion : muchleſs do we x of 
Conſfpiracies or Rebellions upon our judging him an He- 
retick, ſo that we deliver no Doftrin that can be of any 
ill conſequence tothe Society we live in. | 

And [i the. Eccleſiaſtical Government we have Bi- 
ſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, rightly Ordained, and in 
their due ſubordination to one another; every one ad- 
miniſtring theſe Offices due to his Fun&ion, which has 
been the Ggyernment of the Chriſtian. Church, ſince 
the times of the Apoſtles. So that we--have a clear yo- 
cation of Paſtors among us, from whoſe hands every 


perſon may- without ſcruple receive all the Sacraments 


of the Church: 
But for the Church of Rowze, how unſafe is the Civil 


of: 
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of depoſing Princes, for which I refer you to my former 
Letter ; What a ſecurity does the Exemption of Clerks 
from the Civil Courts in caſes criminal, give to looſe 
and debauched Church-men ; and what diſturbance muſt 
this breed toa Common-wealth ? The denying the Ci- 


vil Magiſtrare power to make Laws that concern Reli- 


gion, or oblige Churchmen, takes away a great deal of 
his Rights; for ſcarce any Law can be made but wrang- 
ling and ill-natur'd Churchmen, may draw it within 
ſome head of Religion. And that this was frequently 
done in former Apes, all that have read Hiftory know. 
The quarrels that were in the beginning of this Cen- 
tury between the Pope and the Republick of Yenice were 
a freſh Evidence of it. 


But for the Eccleſiaſtical Government, they have ſpoil. 


ed it inall the partsof it. The Pope has aſſumed a pow- 
er of ſo vaſtan extent, and ſoarbitrary a nature, that all 
the ancient Canons are thrown out of doors by it, We 
know that originally the Biſhops of Rowe were looked on 
by the reſt of the Church, as their Colleagues and fele 
low Biſhops. The Dignity of the City made the See 
more remarkable ; and the belief of St. Peters having 
founded it , with his ſuffering Martrydom there, wu ith 
St. Paul, made it much honoured : ſo that when the 
Empire became Chriſtian, then the Dignity of the Im- 
perial City made the Biſhop of Rowe be acknowledged 
the firſt Patriarch. From this beginning they aroſe by 
-many degrees to the height of pretending to a Supremacy 
both Civil and Spiritual: and then they not only. re- 
ceived appeals, which wasall they at firſt pretended to, 
but ſet up Legamine Courts every where, made the Bi- 
ſhops ſwear Obedience and Homage to them, and the 
Arch-Biſhops receive the Pall fron they hands, in Ggn 
of their dependance on them : Exempted Monaſteries , 


and 
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and other Clarks from Epiſcopal Juriſdition, broke all 
the Laws of the Church by their Diſpenfations : So 


\ that no ſhaddow of the primitive Government does now 


remain. And though Gregory the Great wrote with as 
much indignation againſt the Title of Uziverſal Bifbop, 
as ever any Proteſtant did ; yet his Succeſſors, have fince 
aſſumed both.the Name and thing. Aad to that height 
of Inſolence, has this riſen, that inthe Council of Trex, 
allthe Papal Party oppoſed the Decree that was put in, 
for declaring Biſhops to have their JuriſdiQtions by Divine 
Right. The Court Party not being aſhamed to affirm, 
that all JurifdiQion was by Divine Right only in the 
Pope; and in the other Biſhops, as the Delegates of the 
Apoſtolick See ; and they were in this too hard for the 
other Party. So that now a Biſhop, who by the Divine ap- 
pointment ought to feed the Flock, can do no more 1n 
that, then as the Pope gives him leave. The greateſt 
part of the Prieſts '/have no dependence on their Biſhops. 
The Monks, Fryars, and Jeſuits, being immediately ſubor- 
dinate to the Pope ; ſo that they do what they pleaſe, 
knowing they. can juftifie any thing at Rome, and they 
fear no Cenfure any where elle. 

From this ſo many abuſes. have crept in, and the Ca- 
nonifts have faund out, ſo many devices to make them 
Legal, that there is:nothope of Reforming thele at Rowe. 
The whole State of :Cardinals is one great Corruption, 
wiho, from being Originally the Pariſh Prieſts of Roe, 
and 10 under all Biſhops, haveraiſed themſelves ſo high 
that they do now trample on the whole Order ; and 
pretend to an Equality with Princes. The giving Bene- 
fices to Childrcn, the unlimitted Plurality of 'Benefices 
in one Perſon ; the Comendam's, the reſerved Penſions, 
with many other ſuch like, are groſs, as well as late Cor- 
ruptions. And-no wonder if all men deſpair of Reform- 
1g 
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ing the Court of Rowe, when theſe abuſes are become 
neceſſary-ro it,by which the greatnels ofthe Cardinals and 
the other Officers, or Miniſters there, is kept up. 

'T need not mention the groſs S:292y of that Court, 
where all the world knows, every thing may be had 


for money. The Popes themſelves, are oiten Choſen by 
theſe Arts: and-if their own Rules be true, ſuch EleRi- 
.ons, wi:h every thing that follows on them are void. 


The Infinite Swarmes of the Inferiour Clergy, do plainly 
drive a S:moxiacal Trade, by the Maſles they ſay for De- 
parted Souls, for Money. And tor Publick Pennance, 
they have Univerſally let it fall, in ſtead whereof private 


Pennance is now in uſe. Andif their own Writers ſay 


true, this is made an Engine to ſerve other ends, when 
by enjoyning ſlight and eaſie Pennances, they draw the 
People after them; upon which the Jeſuites have been 


loudly accuſed, theſe Forty Years laft paſt. In Sum, 
all the Corruptions or rather defeQas, that are in the Go- 


vernment of our Church, are only ſuch as they brought 
in and have not met yet with ſuch effeCtual remedies, 
as muſt cure the Church of theſe inveterate Diſtempers, 
their ill ConduQdid caſt her into. 

If any of that Party will review theſe Particulars, and 
ſo far truſt their own Reaſons, as tojudge according to 
the plaineſt Evidence, they cannot reſiſt the canritiicn 
that they muſt needs meet with : when they ſee the fim- . 
plicity of our Faith, the Morality of our DoQrine, the 
Purity of our Worſhip, and our Primitive Government ; 
and compare it with their vaſt Superfetation of Articles of 
Faith, the Immorality of their Rules of living, the Su- 
perſtition, if not Idolatry of their Worſhip, and the 
moſt extrayagant Innovations in Government, -that are 
in the Church of Rox. 

And indeed theſe things are ſe clear that few could 
reſiſt 
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refiit the force of ſo much plain truth, if it were not 
tor ſome prejudices, with which they are lo fertered thar 
they cannot examine n atters with that freedom of ming, 
that is neceſſary. Therefore much care muſt be talen, ro 
clear theſe, in the molt tamiliar and demoaſtrarive man- 
ner that 1s pothivle. 

i hey may be reduced to theſe Five chief Ones. F:zft, 
That the true Church cannot Err. Secondly, That out 
of the true Church there is no ſalvation. Thrrdly, 1hat 
the cale of the Church of Rowe is much ſafer than ours 
IS ; ſince the Church of Ez2/:2d acknowledges a poſlibi- 
lity of ſalvation ih the Church of Rome ; which they on 
the other hand deny to the C hurch of Ex2/and. Fonrthly, 
That unleſs there be a Supreme Judg ſet up, we canbe 
{ure of nothing in Religion, but muſt fall into many Fa- 
Ctions and Partics. And Fiftly, That the Reformation was 
but a Novelty begun in the former Age, and carried on 
inchis Nation, out of an ill deſign; and managed with 
much Sacriledge. | 

The Firſt of thele ſeemed neceſſary to be cleared in 
the beginning of this Diſcourſe,and Tam deceived if it was 
not done convincingly. And for the Second we apree 
to it, That out of the true Church there is no S lyation. 

But then the Queſticn comes. What makes one a 
Member of the true Church 2 The Scriptures call the 
Church the Body of Chriſt , of which he is th- Had. 
So then whoever are joined to Chriſt according to the 
Goſpel, muſt be within the true Church. But the deceit 
that lies hid under this, is, That from hence they fancy 
that the Unity of the Church, does conſiſt in an out- 
ward Communion with the See of Rowe. And upon 
that they calculate, that there muſt be an Unity in the 
Body of the Church : And that cannot be, except all 
be joined to the See of Rowe. Now, we grant "_— is 

| D | ut 
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but one Church, but this Unity conſiſts not in an Out- 
ward Communion, though that is much to be defired, 
but conſiſts inan Unity ot Belief, about the eſſentials of 
Chriſtianity. 

There is nothing more evident, than, that even ac- 
cording to their own Principles, . other Churches are not 
bound upon the hazard of Damnation to hold Commu- 
aion with the See of Rome; for it 15 not an Article of 
Faith, nor certain according to their own Dottrine, 
That the Pope is Infallible : And except that were cer- 
tain, we cannot be obliged to hold Communion under 
ſucha SanQion with that See. For if it be poſſible that a 
Pope may become an Heretick or Schiſmatick ( which 
many of them confeſs, and all agree that the contrary is 
not of Faith, ) then other Churches are not in that caſe 
obliged to hold Communion with that See. If therefore 
the poſſibility of Error in that See be acknowledged, 
then holding Communion with it, cannot be the meaſure 
of the Unity of the-Church. So webring it to this Iſſue, 
It is not Hereſie to ſay, The Pope may Err: Therefore 
this is nojuſt prejudice againſt our Church, becauſe we 
have departed from Communion with him, when he 
-impoled his Errors on us. So all the high things they 
boaſt of that See, come to nothing, except they ſay, 
This Propoſition is of Faith, That the Pope is Infallible, 
And for theſe Meetings that they call. General Councils; 
they were at beſt but the Councilsof the We/ters Patriar- 
chate artificially packt, and managed with much Art; 
as appears even from Cardinal Pallavicini*s Hiſtory of the 
Council of Treat, _ _ 

.- For the Third Prejudice, It is the moſt diſingenuous 
thing that can be ; Becauſe our Church is charitable, and 
modeſt in her Cenſures, and theirs is uncharitable, and 
cruel in her Judgments; therefore to conclude, That Com- 
munion 
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munion with them is ſafer, than with us. If confidence» 
and Preſumprion, Noile, and Arrogance, are the marks 
to judge a Church by, we muſt yield tothem in thele : 
but if Truth, and Peace, Charity and holy Doctrines , 
be the better Standards, then we are as ſure, that our 
Communion is much ſafer. Let this Rule be applied to 
the other concerns of human life, and it will appear how 
ridiculous an abule it is to take meaſures from ſo falſe 
a Standard. If a man were fick, the Queſtion comes, 
Whether he ſhall uſe an approved Phyſician, or a Monte- 
banks. On the one hand, the Montebank ſays, He will 
certainly cure him, and the Dotors will undoubt- 
edly kill him. On the other hand, the DoQor modeſtly 
ſays, he will undertake nothing, but will do the beſt 
hecan ; and for the Montebank he tells him, It is very 
dangerous to truſt to him, though he will not deny bur 
ſometimes great cures are done by them. The Infolence 
of the Montebank will never carry it againſta Doctors 
modeſty, but among weak and credulous People ; and 
ſuch muſt they allo be, whoare taken with this Monte- 
bankry in Religion. 

But if rhis be taken to pieces, the folly of it will yet 
appear more manifeſt. For Fir/t, the reaſon we give 
for a poſſibility of Salvation in the Church of Rowe. is, 
becauſe we look on ſuch and ſuch things as the Efſen- 
tials of Chriſtianity, which are yet retained in that 
Church : And either this Reaſoning is true or falſe. If 
it be true, then it 1s as true, that we may be ſaved, 
who retain theſe Efſentials of Chriſtianity : IF it is falle, 
then no Inference can be drawn from it. Secovdly, Though 
we yield a poſlibility of Salvation in that Church , we 
declare that they are ii great danger, by many opinions 
among them, which it fully underſtood and believed , 
do even vitiate the Eſſentials of Chriſtanity ; parti- 
| D'2 cularly 
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cularly that Foundation of Religion, The Covenant be- 
tween Cod and Man thorough Chriſt, formerly inſiſted 
on. So that we declaring a Certainty of Salvation to 
thoſe who ſincerely follow the rules of our Church, and 
a great aanger in their Church, the preferring their Com- 
mUun1on to ours,npon this account,1s,as unreaſonable, as to 
ſleep without ſhutting our Doors, becaule it is poſſible 
we {hull not be robbed, in fo doing : Or when weare at 
Sea to preter a Cock-boat toa good clean Ship. Theſe are 
ſuch abſurdities, that an ordinary meaſure of weakneſs 
cannot {wallow them down. Thirdly, We are not 1o 
forward as they imagine in yielding a poſſibility of Salva- 
tion in their Church. For our conceſſion amounts ra- 
ther tothis, that we do not deny it, than that we politively 
affirm it : And thereſore they have no reaſon to draw 
theſe advantages from it. 

4. A great cifterence 15 tobe. made between what God 
in the Infiniteneſs of his mercy may do, and what he is 
bound to by the Covenant made with man in the Gol- 
pel ; for the former we acknowledg, it 1s impoſlible to 
hx the limits of that mercy which is as far above our 
thoughts, as the Heavens are above the Earth. And 
how far it extends to all ſincere minds, we are not ſo 
preſumptuous as to define ; therefore we will not Damn 
at pleaſure, as they do but we do aſſert, Their Church 
is guilty of ſuch groſs Corruptions, by which the vitals 


of Religion are vitiated, that they have not that reaſon 


to claim the Mercies of the Goſpel due by that Cove- 
nant. 

5. The Cliurch of Rome hasa dark and fair ſide; the 
dark ſide is, what the true conſequence of their Opini- 
ons 1s, the fair {ide is, what ſome witty men have deviſed 
to palliate theſe corruptions with, and to deceive the 
Vulgar by. We know many of that Communion, ei- 


ther. 
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ther do not at all know theſe corrupt Doftrines, or 
have ſuch a fair repreſentation made of them, that they. 
are thereby both more eaſily and more innocently miſled. 
From hence 1t 1s that we are inclined to hope more cha- 
ritably concerning ſome, that are abuſed by them. But 
for thoſe that have examined things more tully, or that 
having been bred among us, yet reje*t the Truth, and 
g0 over to them, we are not ſo much encline.i to have 
io good hopes of them, as they imagine : So this is a 
weak and 11] grounded conceit in all the parts of ir. 

The Fourth Prejudice, 1s concerning the necellity of 
Submitting to fome Common Judg ; of diſtruſting our 
own reaſons, and believing the Church, without which 
there muſtbs many Sects and Diviſions : and this they 
aggravate from the many ditterent Parties that are a- 
mONg us. 

But theſe are only ſpecious pretences to deceive weak 
people by. For Firſt, I-it-is neceſſary that there be a 
Common Judg, it is moſt neceſſary that it be known, 
who this Judg is, otherwiſe it is to no purpoſe to talk 
ofa Judge, if they cannot point him our. This 1s like 
him thatcame todiſcover a huge Treaſure that he knew 
was hid under ground ; but being asked in what place 
it was ? he anſwered he did not know that : and hebe- 
lieved no body elſe knew. Some ſay the Pope is the 
Judge, others as confidently, that the Council is Judge 
even without the Pope, others think it is ſure work to 
{ay, the Pope and Council together : and others ſay the 
Body of the Church ſpread over the World. 

For the Popes, ſome of them have been condemned 
for Hereſie, and others for making Schiſm ; many of 
them have been moſt horrid men: they are generally ig- 
norant in Divinity , being for moſt part bred to the 
Law. 
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Law : fo that a great part of their own Church reje&s 
the Popes Infallibility. 

For Councils, they have had none theſe 115 years, 
and the lait was ſo over-ruled by the Popes, that no 
other has been delired fince : ſo that if either a Coun- 
cil without the Pope, or with him, be the Infallible 
Judge they have loſt their infallibility ; and except a 
Council were conſtantly ſitting, they can ſhew no living 
and ſpeaking Judg. $5 that either this is not neceſſary 
to a Church, or otherwiſe they are not a compleat 
Church. And for the Body. of the Church, how fhall 
a man find out their ſenſe, unleſs garhered together in 
ſome Aſſembly ? or muſta Man go over -Chriftendome, 
and gather the Suffrages of all the Paſtors of the Church ? 
Upon the whole matter it is plain that after all their 
Canting about the Church, they muſt ſay, that it is of 
Faith that the Pope 1s Infallible, otherwiſe they have no 
TInfallible Judg, and ſince a Council cannot be called 
but by the Pope, what ever Authority the; Council has 
it can never be exerciſed, but by the Popes leave. 

And for all the ſad conſequences they ſay, follow the 
want of a Common infallible Judg, it appears they are un- 
der them as well as we ; but with this difference, that we 
plainly acknowledg, we havenone, but do the beſt we 
can without one: But they, as they have none, no more 
than we, yet are under the Tyranny of one, and though 
they 2re not bound to believe Him Infallible, yet are as 
ri: enſlaved to him, and obliged to obey him, as if he 
«ure really exempted from all poſſibility of Erring. So 
thar in ſhort, they are ſlaves and we are freemen. And 
tor theſe ill conſequences, they are, we conteſs, unavoi- 
dabic; for which we have very good Authority, from 


is words, who on all ſides is acknowledged to be In- 
f:1l;ble 
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fallible, that ſaid, Wo be to the World for ſcandals, for Matt 18.9, 


#t is neceſſary that ſcandals do come. 

But to diſcuſs this Objetion, which works much on 
ignorant people, let it be conlidered that fin and Error 
are the two things , that do chiefly croſs the deſign of 
the Goſpel : and of theſe two, fin, is the more dangerous 
and deſtruftive: ſince there 1s great reaſon to hope that 
Error cannot be ſo fatal, whenirt infets a mind that is 0- 
therwile fincere, as Sin, which clearly defaces the Image 
of God in the Soul. We ought not therefore to expeCt 
that the Goſpel, ſhould give any further ſecurity againſt 
Error, than it gives againſt Sin: On the contrary we 
ſhould rather expect a further ſecurity from Sing becauſe 
It is moſt hurtful. But all the Proviſion made againſt 
Sin, is this, that 1n the Scriptures we are warned of the 
evil of it, and are directed to ſuch methods, and have 
the promiſes of ſuch Aſſiſtance, that if we uſe our endea- 
vour, we {hall not be overcome by fin, nor periſh in it : 
$9 as to Error, we have the ſame ſecurity. The Goſ- 
pel affords usa very clear light for direQing our Belief 
in the moſt important things, which if we ſtudy with 
due humility, and ſincerity, imploring God for the grace 
of his holy S-irit, for our inſtruQion, we ſhall be pre- 
ferved from Error. And thus the ſame proviſion is made 
againſt Error, that is againſt Sin. And we have no rea- 
{on to expe& morc. And as it were not fit, that Salva- 
tion ſhould be offered without obliging men to ule their 
utmoſt endeavours, ſo it were not fit to give ſuch an ea- 
fie Remedy againſt Error, as thata man ſhould not need 
to employ his reaſon to diſcover Truth, and avoid Mi- 
ftakes. If our Goſpel be alſo hid, it is hid in them that 
periſh. Therefore that our Searches after Truth, may 

be both encouraged and rewarded, God lets it before-us 
in 
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'1mfuch a- Light, that itis our own fault if we do not ſte 
and follow it, But if men will either blindly give them- 
{elves up, to the conduCt of ſuch Guides, whoſe inte- 
reſt it is to wiſlead them, which is the caſe of the Church of 
Rome ; or out of humour, or other baſe ends, will invent 
or follow ſome erroneous Tenets, as other Hereticks do, 
they have themſelves to blame; and ſhall bear their oan 
Iniquity : but they have no reaſon to caſt the fault upon 
God, or accuſe the Scriptures, of Darkneſs, or DefeQive- 
neſs, in theſe things that are neceſſary to Salvation. 

[ come now to the la{t Prejudice, which will require 
a fuller Diſcuſſion, becauſe it relates to matter of Fatt : 
which as it 1s better underſtood, fo it makes deeper Im- 
preſſtons on people, that are not ſo much wrought on by 
ſpeculative points, as by theſe things that fall under 
their ſenſes. | 

They firſt except to the Novelty of our Reformati- 
on, and always inſult with this Queſtion, Where was 
your Religion before Luther ? 'Tothis, theſe things are to 
be oppoſed. | Firft, we turn back the Queſtion, and ask 
them where was their Religion the firit fix hundred 
years after-Chriſt ? Where was the Worſhip of Images, 
the Doctrine of the Corporal Preſence, of Redeeming 
out of Purgatory, of Depoſing Princes, and of the Wor- 
ſhipping Saints, before the Eighth Century ? If the Re- 
formation be now to be condemned, becauſe of its No- 
velty, theſe things were then to be as much condemned, 
becauſe they were then Nove ties. 

Seconaly. Tf the Reformation had brought in any new 
DoQrine, its Novelty were indeed a juſt Prejudice a- 
gainſt it: but it was only the throwing out of theſe Cor- 
ruptions which had been brought in, in ſome dark and 
Jgnorant Ages. | 
Thirdly, 


| 
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Thirdly. The Dottrine of the Reformed Church, is 
no other than what Chritit and his Apoſtles taught; and 
what . the Church believed for many Ages after them. 
And as to the Poſitive part of it, it has been {till held by 
the Church of Rowe, and is yet acknowledged by them: 
but with ſo many Additions, that there was a Neceſſi- 
ty of Reforming theſe: And this 1s often to be 1nculca- 
ted in them, that there is no Article of Faith, nor any 
other material point of Religion, among us that 1s con- 
demncd by the Church of Rowe. They only blame us 
becauſe we do not in many other points:believe as they 
do: and this we ought not to do, unleſs we could ſee 
an cqual Authority binding us to all alike. Z 

Another Exception is, that in the Reformation we 
madea Schiſm,and broke the Unity of theChurch, whereas 
if there had beenany things amils inthe Church, they ſay 
the Reformers ſhould have endeavoured to remove 
them, without tearing the Body of Chriſt in pieces. 

But in anſwer to this, we acknowledg it the things 
complained of, could have been continued without fin, 
they. onzght not to have departed from the Communion 
of other Churches : but when the publick Liturgies and 
the Worſhip was found to. be full of ſuch Corruptzons, 
that without Idolatry and Superſtition, they could be no 
longer kept up, then it was not'!time to ſtay for the let 
ſure of their Neighbouring Churches. Kk1 

Yet if there had been any probable liopes, that the. 


''See of Rome, would have concurred in ſuch a Reforma- 
tion, it had-been ' worth ſtaying for, as long, as was pol- 
fible. But when itawas on the. contrary, apparent,that 


all the moſt juſt Remonſtrances made -to that Court, 


-were anfwered at beſt with delays and Excules, if not 
with Excommunications and orher-cenſures.; they thad 
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no reaſon to expe any concurrence from thence. So 
the caſe being thus put, that they d.ſicovered fuch Cor- 
ruptions in the Worſhip of God, with which they could 
not comply any longer; either they were obliged to 
Worſhip God againſt their Conſciences, or to lay aſide 
all publick Worſhip, or elſe to caſt out theſe Corrupti- 
ons by a Reformation. Let any man of good reaſon 
judge, whether the laſt of theſe was not. co be cho- 
en ? ; 

There was no Obligation lying on this Church to 
wait for the pleaſure of the Court of Roxe, or our 
neighbouring Churches in this matter. We are a free 
_ Independent Church : we owe a charitable and 
neighbourly Correſpondence to forreign Churches 3 but 
we are ſubje& to none of them. And according to the 
expreſs Deciſion of one of the firſt General Councils, in 
the likecaſe, we were no way ſubordinate to the See of 
Rome, even as it was the Patriarchate of the Weſt, 
Themſelves do confeſs that it is no Hereſie to ſay, That 
See is fallible: and therefore we were not obliged to 
dance attendance at that Court, when we diſcovered 
the Corruptions, with which it had deceived the 
World ; but might in our National or Provincial Synods 
at home, examine and Reform whatever errors were 
among us. And the multitude of thoſe who held theſe 
errors, could be no juſt ground for delaying any advan- 
ces towards a Reformation ; no more than in the ancient 
Charch, the Orthodox Biſhops when choſen into. a See 
corrupted with Arrianiſm, were obliged becauſe that 
Contagion was generally ſpread, to make no attempts 

toward Reformation. 
They Except further, That the Reformation was be- 
gun here by a vitious Prince, King Henry the —_— 
wW , 
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who partly out of revenge, 'becaule the Pope would not 
grant his deſire about the Divorce of his Queen, and 
partly to enrich hiniſelf and his Courtiers with the fale 
of Abbey-lands did ſuffer theſe Do&rins firſt to take 
head here: and therefore they can have no good opinion 
of any thing that came from fo wicked a man, and upon 
{uch ill motives. = 

If this be a A Argument againſt the Reformation, 
it was as good againſt Chriſtianity upon Conſtantine's 
rurning Chriſtianz for the Heathen Writers repreſent 
him withasblack a charaQter as they can do King Herz. 
But we muſt not think ill of every thing that is done 
by a bad man, and upon an ill Principle : Otherwile if 
we had lived in Fehu's days, the ſame Plea would have 
been as ſtrong, for keeping upthe Idolatry of Baa/: ſince 
FJehs hadin a very unlincere manner deſtroyed it ; and 
yet God rewarded him for what he had done. 

But whatever might have been King Henry's ſecret 
motives, his proceedings were regular and juſtifiable. 
He found himſelf married to her that had been his own 
Brothers Wite, contrary to the expreſs words of the 
Law of God. The _ Legat, and his own Confeſſor 
and all the Biſhops of Exg/and (except one) thought his 
ſcruples were well grounded. Upon which accordin 
to the ſuperſtition of that time, he made his applicatt- | 
ons to the Court of Rome for a Divorce : which were at 
firſt well received, and a Bull was granted. Afterwards 
ſome defeQts being found in that, a more ample one was . 
deſired, which was allo granted : and Legats were ap- 
pointed to try the matter. But the Pope ſoon after turn- 
ed over to the Emperors Party, whoſe Aunt the Queen 
was : and was thereupon prevailed with, to recal the 
Legats Commiſſion, deſtroy the Bull, and cite the King 
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20 appear at Rome, where all legs and pores were at 

the Emperors devotion. Uponall this, the King did ex+ 

poſtulate with the Pope, that either his buſineſs was juſt, 
or unjuſt : if it was. juſt why did he recall what he had 

granted, and put- him off with-ſuch-delays. * If 'it was 

not juſt, why did he at firſt grant the Bull for the. Di- 
vorce. This was unanſwerable, but the Pope did fill feed 

him with falſe hopes, yet would do nothing. Upon. 
which he conſulted the chief Univerſities, and the moſt 
learned men in Chriſtendom,about his'Marriage. Twelve: 
famous Univerſities, and abovean hundred learned Do-. 
Aors, did declare under their hands and Seals ( ſome wri- 

_ ting larger Treatiſes about it) that his Marriage was a- 
gain{t the Law of God: And that in that caſe the Popes 
Diſpenſation, which had allowed the Marriage, was void 
of it felf.. So after the King had been kept in ſuſpence 
from December 1527 till February 1533. above lix years, 
he ſet his Divines to examin what authority the Pope 
had in Ez2/ard, either by the Law of God, or the pra- 
ice. of the. Primitive Church, orthe Law of the Land, 
andafcer a long and accurate ſearch, they found He had 
no authority at all in Exg/and, neither by- the Laws of 
God, of the Church, nor of the Land : fo this Deciſion 
was not made raſhly, nor of a ſudden. 


The Popes Authority being thus caſt off, it was Na-- 
tural in the next place to Conſider, what DoQrines were 
then held -in E-2/axd, upon noother grounds than Papal 
Decrees. For it was abſurd to rejeCt the Popes power ; 
and yet to retain. theſe Opinions, which had no better 
Foundation than his Authority. Upon this many of the 
chings, which had been for ſome Ages received in the. 
Church of Rome, fell under debate: And, a great 
| many 
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many particulars were reforined. Yet, that King was 
fo teavened with the Old Superſtition, that the progrels 
of the Reformation, was but {low during his Reign. 
But it was carried on to a further perfection, under King 
Edward, and Queen Elizabeth. In all their Methods of 
proceeding, there is nothing.chat can be reaſonably c:n- 
{ured :- if it be confeſſed that the Pope is not Infallibl-, 
and the whole Church of Rome, acknowledges that it is .. 
no Hereſie to deny his Infallibility. 


And for the Sale ofthe Abby-lands, they only fpoiled 
the ſpoilers. For the Mozks, and tryers, had pur theſe 
publick cheats on the Nation, of Redeeming Souls out 
of Purgatory, going on Pilgrimages, with the worſhip 
of Saints, and Images, which were infuſed inthe vulgar, 
by many lying Stories, pretended Apparitions, the falſe 
ſhew of Miracles, with other ſuch like Arts. And the 
credulous and ſuperſtitions Multitudes were thereby 
wroughr on , to encow theſe Houſes with their belt 
Lands, and adorn their Churches with their Plate and . 
richeſt Furniture. It was not to be expected that when - 
thzir Impoſtures were diſcovered, they ſhould enjoy the 
{ſpoil they had made by them : nor was it for the pub- 
lick intercſt of the Nation, to give fuch encouragement 
to idleneſs, as the converting all theſe Houfes to Founda- - 
tions: for an-unattive life would have been. Many of 
them were applied to good Uſes, Biſhopricks, Cathedral 
and Collegiat Churches, Hoſpitals, and free Schools : 
And more of them ought indeed to have been converted 
to theſe ends. But the exceſſes of King Henry, and his 
Courtiers mult not he charged on the Reformers ; who 
did all they could to hinder them. . 


And 
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Apd thusall theſe prejudices with which the: Vulgar 
are miſled, appear to be very unjuſt, andil] grounded. 
In concluſion, 1f by theſe or fuch-like conſiderations, 
- any that are now of that Communion, can be brought 
to mind Religion in earneſt, conſidering it, asa Deſign 
to ſave their Souls, by making them truly pure and holy; 
and ſo reconciling them to God through Chriſt: And 
if they will examine Matters without Partiality, ſeeking 
the truth and refolving to follow it, wherever they 
find it; and joyn with their Enquiries, earneſt Prayers 
to God, the Father of lights, to open their eyes, and 
grant them his Holy Spirit, to lead them into all truth ; 
there is little doubt to be made, bur the great Evidence 
that is in Truth, willin duetime appear foclear to them 
as todiffipate all theſe miſts, which Education, implicite 
Faith, and Superſtition haye raiſed, by which they have 
hitherto darkened. 
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T= are no Principles of Morality more univer- 
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fally recerved, and that make deeper impreſſions 
on the minds of all Men, that are more neceſ]a- 
ry for thegood of humane Society, and do more 
reſemble the Divine Perte&tions, than Truth and Gogd- 
neſs : So that if our Saviour denounced a Woe againſt 
thoſe who teach Men to break the leaſt of his Command- 
ments, what may they look for, who deſign to ſubvert 
theſe that may be juſtly called the greateſt of them ? 
That the Church of Rome teaches Barbarity and Cru- 
clty, againſt all who receive not their Opinions ; and that 
Hereticks are to be delivered to ſecular Princes,who muſt Car. 3. 
burnthem without mercy 3 or if they haveeither Bowels 
or Conſcience, ſo that they will not be the Inſtruments 
of their Cruelty, that they ſhall loſe their Kingdoms or 
Domimons, is known to all that have read the Decrees 
of the 4th Council in the Lateraz. The violation of Pub- 
lick Faith, was alſo decreed by another of their General 
Councils at Conſtance; in which, notwithſtanding the Seſf. 15. 
fafe condutt that S72i/mund had granted to John Huſſe 
and Ferome of Prague, care was not only taken that 
they ſhould be burnt; but they made it a ſtanding Rule 
for the time to come, That tho Hereticks came to the 
23 place 
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place of Judgment, truſting to their ſafe condutt, and' 
would not have come without it 5: yet the” Prince who 
granted it, was underno Obligation by it,but the Church 
might proceed to Cenſures and Puniſhment. By. theſe 
Decrees, Cruelty and Treachery are become a part of 
their Dodrine, and they may join them to their Creed, 
upon as. good Reaſons as they can ſhew for many of their 
other Additions: 

The Nature of Man is not yet ſunk ſo low, as eaſily to 
hear theſe things without horror: therefore it is fit they 
ſhould be kept among the Secrets of their Religion, till. 
a-fit opportunity appear, in which they may ſerve a turn : 
and then we need not doubt but they will be made : uſe 
of: If any will be fo charitable to their Church, as not 
eaſily to believe this, the Hiſtory of the Parifar Maſſa- 
cre may fſatisfie them to the full : which Thuanxs: ſays, * 
was a Pitch of Barbarity beyond any thing that former 
Ages had ever ſeen: And if the /riſh Maſſacre, flowing 
from the ſame Spirit, and the ſame Principles, had. not 
gone beyond it, we might have reaſonably concluded; 
that it could never. be matched again. But we may be 
taught from ſuch Precedents, what we ought to expect; 
when ever were at the mercy of Perſons of that Reli- 
gion, who, if they be-true Sons of the Church of Roxre, 
muſt renounce both Faith and Mercy-to all Hereticks. 

I ſhall give the Relation. of this Maſlacre from that ce+ 
lebrated late Writer of the French Hiſtory, Mr. de Me- 
zeray, only adding ſome Paſſages out of 1hnanws, Davila, 
and others.- where he is defefrve. 

But I ſhall. premiſe a ſhort repreſentation of the Civik 
Wars of France, which are made uſe of. as the Argu- 
ments for juſtifying that Cruelty, and by which they do 
{ti]] blemiſh the Proteſtant Religion, as teaching Re- 


bellion againſt Princes. 
During 
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During the Reign of Francis the Tt, and Hewry the 
24, the Proteſtant Religion got great footing in Fraxce ; 
the uſual ſeverities- of the Church of Rowe were then 
employed to extirpate it ; yet tho their Numbers were 
very great, and the Perſecution molt ſevere, they made 
no reſiſtance. But upon the- death of Herry the 24, Ca- 
therine de Medici, the Queen: Mother, with the Cardinal 
of. Lorrain, and the Duke of Gxi/ſe, took - the Govern- 
ment in their Hands ; pretending thatthe King (Francis 
the 24.) was of Age, being then ſixteen. The Princes 
of the Blood on the othet hand alleadged, That the King- The «tfra# 
dom ought to be under a Regency till the King was at "raped 
leaſt 22 Years of Age: Since Charles the 6th had been ke Beads om 
admitted at that Age to the Government, as a particular _ ——_— 
mark of their eſteem of him : . So that tho the Age of mw Mofers 
Majority was at 25 Years, and that was a ſingular excep- 2 9 be 
tion from a. general Rule, yet at furtheſt, it ſhewed that 4: WG, 
the King-could not aſſume the Government before he 2582: 
was two and twenty. | 

It was alſo an undoubted Right of the Princes of the 
Blood to hold the Regency, during the Minority of 
their Kings: and to adminiſter it, by the Direction of 
the Parliaments, and the Aſſembly of the States. Up- 
on theſe Points, many things were written on both ſides; 
The Princes of - the- Blood pretended, they were exclu- £*#ans, 
ded from the Government, againſt Law, and upon that 16, 
were projecting how to poſleſs themſelves of the Power z 
which, with the- Perſon of the King, were violently 
kept from them. But the Prince of Conde beingadviſed 
to it, by Coligny then Admiral of France, did alſo de- 
clare for mitigating the Severities againſt the Proteſtants. 
This being the Caſe, that the Point was truly diſputa- 
ble, no Man can blame the Proteſtants for joining 
with their Friends againſt their Enemies. And yet this 

Plot 


Thuanus. 


Thuanus . 
Megerays 


' Plot was driven no further, than an endeavour to take 


the King out of the Hands of his Mother, and the Bro- 
thers of Lorrain, who were all Foreigners. The chief 
Promoter of it was a Papiſt, Renandy, and it was diſ- 
covered by Avennelles ; who tho he was moſt firm to his 
Religion, being a Proteſtant, yet having an averſion to 
all Plots, revealed it out of icrupic of Conſcience. 

Soon after this Diſcovery, Fra:-cis the 2d died ; and 
his Brother that ſucceded him, C/arles the 9th was with- 
out diſpute under Age, he not bcing then full eleven 
years old. And according to the reſolution of many 
great Lawyers, in the caſe of his Brother, the Kingdom 
ought to have been under a Regency, during all the 
Wars that preceded the Maſlacre, tor he was then but 
two and twenty. At firſt it was agreed to, that the 
King of Navarre, as the firſt Prince of the Blood, ought 
to be Regent; but he being wrought on, by the 
Queen Mother and her Party, and drawn over to them, 
the Lawyers were again ſet to examine, How far the 
Power of the Regent did extend : Many publiſhed their 
Opinions, That the other Princes of the Blood ought to 
have their ſhare in the Regency, and that the Regents 
might be checkt by the Courts of Parliaments, and were 
ſubje&t to an Aſſembly of the States. 

The chief Point of State, then under Conſideration: 
was, What way to proceed with the Proteſtants, whoſe 
Numbers grew daily, and were now more conſiderable, 
having ſuch powerful Heads. A ſevere Edi came out 
againſt them in Jaly 1561, condemning all Mectings for 
Religious Worthip, except thoſe that were celebrated 
with the Ritesof the Church of Rowe, baniſhing all the 
Proteſtant Miniſters, and appointing the Biſhops to pro- 
ceed againſt Hereticks; with this only mitigationof former 
Cruc!ties, That Baniſhment ſhould be the higheſt Puniſh- 
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ment. But the Nation could ' bear the Execution of 
this : So next Farmary there was a great Aſſembly cal- 
led of the Princes of the Blood, the Privy Counſellors, 
and eight Courts of Parlament, in which the Edi& that 
carried the name of the Month, was paſſed. By it, the 
free exerciſe of that Religion was tolerated, and the 
Magiſtrates were required to puniſh all who ſhould hin- 
der or interrupt it. 


Not long after that, the Dake of G»iſe did diſturb a Davila.lib.3 


Meeting of Proteſtants at Vaſſp, as he was on his Jour- 
ney to Paris; his Servants began with reproachful 
words, and from theſe they went to blows. It ended in a 
throwing of Stones,oneof which hurt the Duke; but that 
was ſeverely revenged, about 60 were killed, and 200 
wounded, no Age or Sex being ſpared. Upon this he en- 
couraged the violation of the Edi& every where; fothat 
It was univerſally broken. The King of Navarre joined 
with him in theſe Courſes 3 but the Prince of Conde, that 
was next to him in the Royal Blood, declared for the 
Edifts : Many great Lawyers were of opinion, That the 
Regents Power was not ſo vaſt as to ſuſpend, or break 
the Edict, and that therefore the People might follow 
any Perfon,. much more the next Prince of the Blood, 
in defence of it. This Plea was yet ſtronger, before the 
Year ended, for the King of Navarre being killed, the 
Prince of Conde was then by the Law of France the 
Rightfu) Regent : So that all the Wars that followed 
afterwards, till the Year 1570, had this to be faid for 
them, That. in the Opinion of very Learned Men, the 
King was all that while under Age, that the Edits were 
broken, the Kingdom governed by a Woman, and Fo- 
reigners, againſt Law, andthat the lawful Regent wasex- 
cluded from the Government 3 which made King Famer, 
whoſe Judgment 1s not to be ſuſpected in this Caſe, al- 
ways 


ways juſtify the Proteſtants in France, and excuſe them 
from Rebellion. | 

This is a piece of Hiſtory little underſtood, and ge- 
nerally made uſe of to blemiſh the Reformation z there- 
fore I thought it neceſſary to introduce the following 
Relation, with this juſt account of theſe Wars, that were 
the pretended grounds with which the Houſe of Guiſe 
covered their own Ambition, and hatred of the Family 
of Burbon. 

Aﬀter France had ſuffered all the Miſcries which a 
courſe of Civil Wars, for ten years together, carries af- 
ter it, the King was adviſed to ſet on foot a Treaty of 
Peace 3 not ſo much outof a deſign to quiet Matters by 
a happy ſettlement, as to .enſnare the Proteſtants into 
ſome fatal Trap, in which they being catched, might be 
fafely and eafily deſtroyed. The chief Authors of this 
advice, were the Queen Mother, the Cardinal of Lorraiz, 
the Duke of Nevers, the Count of Rets, and Birague ; 
the laſt three were Italians, and fo better fitted both for 
deſigning and carrying on ſowicked a Council, to which 
the Duke of Arjox, afterwards Henry the third, was alſo 
admitted, 

<« They faid the extirpation of Hereſy might be done 
< much cheaper than by a Civil War. It was fit firſt to 
< orant the Proteſtants what conditions they deſired, then 
<to treat them with all poſhible kindneſs; by which their 
« Tealouftes were to be once extinguiſhed 3 and a con- 
& fidence being begotten in them; then to draw the chief 

-< Heads of the Party to Court, upon ſome ſpecious At- 
© tractive, and there they were ſure of them. The firſt 
« Bait to ve offered, was the marriage of the King's Siſter 
< to the King of Navarre, and if that ſucceded not, they 
«ere to invent ſtill a new one, till they found that 
« which would do the Buſineſs. All the danger of this 
| < Coun- 
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& Council was, that thePope and the King of Spain would 
«© be much provok'd by it ; and there might be ſome ha- 
* zard of Tumults, among the zealous People of France, 
« if the King ſeemed to favour the Hereticks too much. 
* But they reckoned, that when the Deſign took effe&, 

* all who might be diſcontented with the appearance of 
« favour ſhewed to them, would be well fatisfied, and the 
* more the Pope and Spaniard complained of it, it would 
* advance their chief end,of creating a confidence in the 
«© Proteſtants more effectually. Thus were their Coun- 
cils laid. The Room in which this was firſt projeQted, 
was the Council-Chamber of Blow, where 16 Years after Thuanus 
the Duke of Gaiſe was killed, by Hexry the third's orders. * 49: 
And it was more fully concluded in that Chamber at 
St. Clou, where the ſame Henry the third was murdered 
by a Dominican. 

The Deſign being agreed on,the pony made 
ſome of her Spies, among the Proteſtants, aſſure them, 
that ſhe hated the King of Spaiz mortally, both on her 
Daughter's account, that was his Queen, and as was uni- 
verſally believed, had been poyſoned by his Orders ; as 
alſo upon the conſideration of her own Family of Flo- 
rexce, to which the Spaniard was then an hon Netgh- 
bour: and deſigned to take the Territory of Sea out of 
their Hands. It was reaſonable enough to believe, that 
upon ſuch Motives, a Woman of her temper would ſet 
| on a War with Spain. The King didalſo expreſs a great 
inclination to the ſame War, and to undertake the Pro- 
| tection of the Netherlands, which were then under the 
Tyranny of the Duke of Alva's Government. This wan- 
ted not a fair pretence, Flanders having been formerly 
ſubje& to the Crown of Fraxce. He allo ſeemed weary 
of the greatneſs of the Duke of Gaiſe and his party,which 
a Civil War did ſtill encreaſe. i 
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The King and the Queen-Mother employed alfo in 
theſe Meſſages, Biron, Momorancy,Coſſe and others, who 
were Men of great Integrity, and had much Friendſhip 
for the Queen of Navarre and the Admiral, that were the 
Heads of the Proteſtant Party. "The Queen of Navarre 
was ſenſible of the great advantages her Son would re- 
ceive from ſuch an Alliance. An Army was alſo promi- 
ſed her, for the recovery of her Kingdom from the Spa- 
ziards ; which had been eaſily regained, if the Crown of 
France had aiiſted her; ſince the Southern Parts of 
France were almoſt all Proteſtants, who would have 
w [lwgly ſerved her againſt Spain. Only ſhe being a moſt 
Religious Woman, had great apprehenſions of the un- 
lawtulneſs, at leait the extream canger of matching her 
Son to one of a different Religion ; therefore ſhe took 
ſome time to confider oi that part of the Propoſition. 
The Admiral was very weary of the Civil War, it both 
ruined his Country, and flackened the diſcipline of War, 
which he had formerly obſerved with a Romar Severity. 

He thought the Conqueſt of the Netherlands would be 
an eaſy and a great acceſſion to the Crown ; he knew 
there was none lo likely to be employed in it as himſelf, 
and he was reſolved to carry all the Souldiers of the Re- 
ligion with him. And being Admiral, healſo deſigned 
to raiſe the greatneſs of the Crown both at Sea, and in 
the new-found World, which was then ſending over an 
incredible deal of Wealth to Spaiz; in which the Spazi- 
ards who had landed in Florida, and killed a Colony of 
the Freach, that was ſetled there, had given juſt cauſe 
to make War upon them. Therefore as he had often 
expreſſed his being ſo averſe toa Civil War,that he could 
no longer look on and ſee the Miſeries it brought on his 
Country; ſo he was made believe the King did in good 
earneſt intend to afhiſt the Flemirgs, which being both 
againſt 


wn 3 
againſt the Spaxiard, and in defence of thoſe of the ſame 
Religion, he would by no means hinder. 

Upon theſe Conſiderations, there was a Peace con- 
cluded between the King and the Proteſtants, by which 
the free exerciſe of their Religion was granted : ſome 
Cautionary Towns were alſo put in their Hands, to be 
kept by them two Years, till there were a full ſettlement 
made of the Edicts, and the other things agreed 0, for 
their Security. The Kingacted his part with all the Arti- 
fice poſſible, he became much kinder to the Family of 
Momorancyand the reſt of the Admirals Friends,and ſcem- 
ed to neglect thoſe of Lorrain. He threatned the Par- 
liament of” Paris, becauſe they made ſome difficulty in 
paſſing the Edict in favours of the Proteſtants. He went 
ſecretly to meet with Lewis Count of Naſſaw,and treated 
with him about the Wars of the Netherlands. He mar- 
ried the Emperor's Daughter, who was thought a Prote- 
{tant in his Heart. Heentred in a Confederacy with 
Q. Elizabeth : and the Cardinal of Chaſtilioz (the Admi- 
ral's Brother, who had renounced his red Hat, and turn- 
cd a Proteſtant) being then in Ez21azd, was employed 
to ſet on foot a Treaty of Marriage bherween the Duke 
of Azjoa and the Queen : A Pcace wasalfo made with 
the Princes of the Empire. Ard tho both rhe Spaziſh 
Ambatagor and the Legat did all chey could to hinder 
the Peace, and the Marriage of the 3Sing of Nawarre, yet 
they {ſcemed to make no account of tiarc at Court: Ouly 
the Kinggave the Legar great allurances of his Fidelity to 
the Apoitolick See,and that all char he was doing,was tor 
the intereſt of the Catholick Religion. And taking him 
one day by the Hand : © He deſired him-to ailure the 
« Pope;that his deſign in this Marriage, was that he might 
* be revenged on thoſe that were Enemies to God, an 
< Rebels againſt himſelf,and that he would either puniſh 
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« them ſeverely, and cut them all in pieces, or loſe his 
&<« Crown. All which he would do in compliance with 
& the Advices he had received from the Pope, who had 
&« continually ſet him on to deſtroy them ; and he ſaw no 
* way of doing it ſo ſecurely, asby getting them once to 
«© truſt him, having tried all other methods in vain. And 
for a pledg of his Faith, he offered him a Ring of great 
value; which the Legat refuſed to take, pretending that 
he never took Preſents from any Prince, and that the 
Word of ſo great a King, was a better ſecurity than any 
Pledg whatſoever. 

Upon all theſe demonſtrations of Friendſhip made to 
the Proteſtants, it was no wonder if Perſons of ſuch 
Candor, as the Queen of Navarre, and the Admiral,were 
deceived. 'The Admiral went firſt to Court, where he 
was received by the King with the greateſt ſhew of 
kindneſs and reſpe&that was poſſible. Heembraced him 
thrice, laid his Cheek to his, ſqueezing his Hands, called 
him Father, and left nothing undone that might poſſeſs 
him with a firm Opinion of his Friendſhip. Nor was 
the Queen-Mother leſs officious to expreſs her kindneſs 
to him. He wasallowed to keep fifty armed Gentlemen 
about him. An hundred thouſand Fraxks were ſent 
him, for furniſhing his Houſes that had been ſpoiled du- 
ring the Wars. And which was more than all the reſt, 
when Complaints were carried by him to the King, of 
ſome who violated the Edit, great Inſolencies being 
committed in many places ; the King ordered them to 
be exemplarily puniſhed. So that there was a general 
repining over all Fraxce, at the King's kindneſs to him. 
The King had alſo told him, that now he had got him 
near him, he would never ſuffer him to leave him any 
more. 

The Deſign ſucceeding ſo well on the Admiral, the 
Pros 


Propoſition of the Marriage was alfocarried on; and the 
Queen of NVawarre was next brought to Court, but ſoon 
after died (as was generally believed) of Poiſon, that 
was given her in ſome perfumed Gloves ; to conceal 
which,the Chirurgeons that opened her,would not touch 
her Head, but pretended ſhe died of an Impoſthume in 
her ſide. The Cardinal of Chaſtilioz was alſo at that 
time poiſoned, which tho afterwards confeſſed by him 
that had done it, yet was not then ſo. much as ſuſpeQed. 

The King ſeemed more and more ſet on the War in 
Flanders. He ſent both to Exgland, and Germany, to 
conſult about the Preparations for it, and had agreed 
with the Prince of Oraxge, about the Diviſion of the 
Netherlands : That all on their ſide of Antwerp ſhould 
come to the Crown of Fraxce : And what lay on the 
other ſide of it ſhould belong to the Szates. He ſent a 
Proteſtant his Ambaſſadour to Conſtantinople, to engage 
the Grand Signior untoa War with Spaiz. Heallo fur- 
niſhed the Count of Naſſaw with Mony, and ſent"lome 
of his beſt Captains with him to try if they could fur- 
prize any Towns near the Frontier, who did their part 
{o dextrouſly, that Mozs was {urprized by the Count of 
Naſſaw, and Valenciennes by La Noiie according to Meze- 
ray ; thohe ſeems to be miſtaken as to Valenciennes, for 
Thuanus and Davila ſay nothing of it, but mention Mors 


only. And Veremunawus Friſius, who wrote the Hiſtory ,,. , . 
of that Maſſacre the Year after, ſays, That they miſſed ggiogburgty 
their Deſign 1n ſurpriſing Valenciennes, upon which they 1573. 


went to Moxs andcarried it, Upon this all reckoned that 
the King was now engaged, and the War begun. So 
the King of Nawarre, and 'the Prince of Copde, were 
brought to Court, and received with all the Marks of a 
firm Friendſhip, that could be invented. A Diſpenſati- 
on was obtained trom the new Pope for the Marriage. 
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Veremundus fays, Pope Pius the 5th had always oppoſed 
it, but upon the Cardinal of Alexanaria's return to Rome, 
who went to affiſt in the Conclave, where Gyegory the 
1 2th was choſen, the new Pope eaſily granted the Bull, 
which was believed to have flowed from the Information 
he received from that Cardinal, of the King's Deſign in 
this Marriage, which to be ſure his Holineſs would nei- 
ther obſtruct nor delay. So the Bull being ſent to the 
Cardinal of Barbon, the day was ſet, and the chief 
heads of the Proteſtants were all drawn into Parz, part- 
ly to aſſiſt at the Solemnities of a Marriage, which they 
hoped would put an end to all their Troubles; partly to 
get Charges in the Army, which all People believed 
would be commanded by the Admiral. Only many of 
the hotteſt of them had tollowed Jexlisand La Noiie into 
Flazders, where it was intended to abandon them to 
the cruelty of the Duke of Alva, who had intercepted 
and cut off a great Body of them commanded by Fexl:s. 
The” Admiral preſled the King to declare the War im- 
mediately ; foreſceing that unleſs it followed ſuddenly, 
his Friends that had ſurprized theſe Towns, would be 
deſtroyed, and the whole Deſign ſpoiled. But the 
King put him of with delays, in which he expreſſed 
much Confidence in him, by telling him the ſecret 
grounds he had to diftruſt alrnoſt every Perſon about 
him : and that therefore he mult of neceſſity ſettle his 
Court and Councils firſt, betore he could enter upon 
{uch a War. 

But now the Deſign being ripe, the Duke of Gxiſe, to 
whom it hadalſo been communicated, was employed to 
gather many deſperate Men about him, who might 
be fit to execute all Orders ; and the thing getting into 
more hands, took wind, ſo that they at Rochel being 1n- 
formed of ſome ſuſpicious Paſſages,wrote to the Admiral, 
to 


C0 
to diſabuſe him, and deſired he would leave the Court, 


and truſt no more to the fair appearances he ſaw there ; 


ſince theſe were only the Masks of ſome great Miſchief 
that was framing. To them he wrote a long Anſwer, 
and aflured them, © That the King's Heart was wholly 
* changed, that there was never a better Prince in the 
* World, and that for his owe part, he would die a thou- 
*« ſand Deaths, rather than ſuſpe& him capable of ſo baſea 
« Deſign. Then he laid before them all the reaſons which 
« induced him to believe the War with Spazz was really 
« intended, and therefore he deſired, that they would 
* lay dow their groundleſs Jealouſies. And when ſome 
that were about him, preſſed the ſame things upon him; 
he told them plainly, He would rather be deſtroyed, 
than make a new Rupture ; and would be dragged at 
Horſe-heels through Paris, rather than begin another 
Civil War. His Authority was ſo great, and his Expe- 
rience ſo approved, that the whole Party ſubmitted to 
his Judgment : And he got ſome Cautionary 'Towns, 
that were by the Treaty of Peace to be reſtored at the 
end of two Years, to be delivered up three Weeks be- 
fore the time was elapſed : Only the- Rochellers were a 
little more. apprehenſive, and would not receive a 
Garriſon. 

On the 17th of Auguſt was the King of Navarre Mar- 
ried, and four days were {pent 1n all the gallant Diver- 
ſions, that are uſual on ſuch Occaſions, but were now 
performed with more than ordinary Magnificence and 
ſoy. 
Hirberro the Mine was working under ground, and 
now it was time for it to play. There was nothing 
could be blamed in the Conduct of the Proteſtants, but 
too mach Candor and too great Confidence. "They 


knew they deſigned nothing, but-the quiet. of their 
| Coun- 
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Country, and the greatneſs of the Crown. The 

were cajold with the moſt engaging tokens of Friend- 
ſhip, that ever were ſhewed on any ſuch Occaſion ; 
they thought the King was ſincere, and being then but 
coming to be of Age, was taking new Meaſures. And 
he had ſo covered the Cruelty of his Temper, with a 
ſhew of good Nature, that they expected they ſhould 
be moſt happy under him. And for the Queen-Mo- 
ther, tho they knew her too well ro put any confidence 


in her.; yet her Paſſion for her Family, and her Re- 
venge for the poyſoning of her Daughter, made them 


think they were alſo well aſſured of her. And indeed 
ſo. deep and ſo refin'd a Diſſimulation was perhaps ne- 
ver before ated. There was but one part of the King's 
Deportment that could give any ground for Jealouſie, 
the horrid and blaſphemous Oaths and Imprecations, 
which he made uſe of on all occaſions to perſuade them 
of the reality of his Profeſſions ; which always raiſe 
ſuſpicion in ſober and wary Perſons. Theſe the King 
uſed ſo frequently, that the Writers of that Time, fay, 


That he ſeldom ſpoke three words without ſome terrible . 


Oath, or blaſphemous Expreſſion, which from his 
ill Example, was ſo ſpread over all Frazce, that none 
but the Proteſtants, ſpoke in any other ſtrain. 

But now when it fell under Confideration, how their 
Deſigns ſhould be executed, the Queen -with her two 
Italian Confidents, the Count de Rets, and Birague, 
who, next to the Proteſtants, hated the Houſe of Guiſe 
beyond all the World, yet diſſembling it moſt artifici- 
_ ally; intended that the buſineſs ſhould be ſo managed, 
as toruine both the Proteſtants, and that Family at once : 
Therefore they thought, that if ſome of their Follow- 
crs would aſſaſſinate the Admiral, the Proteſtants would 
turn their Revenge on. them, and they knew the Par:- 
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fans, would be eaſily moved to riſe _ the *Prote- 
ftants; and ſo they reckoned, that 1 


an attempt was 
made upon the Admiral, by any of the Duke of Gnije's 
Creatures, his Party would preſently take a ſevere Re- 
venge on the Head of the Houſe of Guiſe, and the Pari- 
Gans would be ſoon brought out to deſtroy them. 


" They concealed this part of their Deſign, and in the 


Cabinet-Council only propoſed, that the Duke of Gniſe 
would find ſome perſon to kill the Admiral , which 
ſhould paſs like an att of private Revenge; and they 
ſaid, they did not doubt, but the whole party would 
upon that take arms, and thereupon, there would be a 
good colour given, to bring out the City of Paris up- 
on them. The Duke of Gziſe being young and hot, and 
boiling with Revenge for his Father's Blood, undertook 
it, not conſidering that himſelf might periſh in the firſt 
heat of action, as the Queen hoped he ſhould. He 
pitch'd on Maxrezecl, who had formerly affafſinated ano- 
ther Perſon, and. placed him in the Houſe of one that 
had been his Tutor, near St. Germar of Auxerre, where 
the Admiral uſed to paſs, as he went or came from the 
Louvre. | 
It was now neceſſary to execute their Deſign quickly, 
for the Proteſtants were beginning to apprehend ſome 
danger. They ſaw the King was reſolved, to let thoſe 
who had ſurprized the Towns in Flazders perith, with- 
out ſending them any Relief. The Admiral was reſol- 
ved to take leave within a few days: His Friend, the 
Duke of Montmorency, tho no "Proteſtant, yet ſaw the 
Storm coming, and retired to his Houſe: and many little 
Circumſtances occurred,which gave them al] juſt cauſe of 
fear: So the-other Party had no time to loſe. Therefore 


- on the 22d of Azgnſti,about Noonas the Admiral was F0- 


ing Home from the Court, reading a Paper that he had 
C in 
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in his hand, the Aſſaſſinate that was laid for him, ſhot 
him from the Houſe, where the Duke of Guiſe had 
placed him 3 his Fuzee was charged with three Bullets, 
that were believed to be poyſoned. One of theſe car- 
ried away part of the Fore-finger of his right Hand ; 
the other {tuck in his left Arm, and the third miſled 
him. He received it with great preſence of mind, and 
pointed to the Houſe from whence 1t came 3 he alſo 
ſent one to the King to give him notice of it, and then 
ordered his Arm to be bound up, and fo went Home 
teaning on his Servants. Some run to the Houſe and 
broke into it, but found none there, fave a Lacquey,and 
a Maid, and the Fuzee, which the Murderer left behind 
him, when he made his eſcape. The King was in 
the Tenis-Court when the news were brought him : He 
perſonated a deep reſentment, and faid in a Tone that 
ſeemed full of affliction, and with a terrible Oath, Shall 
T never have quiet ! and ſo threw away his Racquet, and 


went out in a rage. The Duke of Gziſe did alſo coun-- 


terfeit ſome Surpriſe. 

But they miſſed their deſigns, both ways, for neither 
'was the Admiral killed, nor did the Proteſtazts fly out into 
any diſorder. The King of Navarre and the Prince of 
Conde, came upon this to the King to complain, and 


deſired leave to go out of Town, ſince Mcn were not: 


ſafe ſo near the Court. The King ſeemed to reſent it, 
more than they did, and with the horribleſt Oaths he 
could think of, ſwore he would execute ſuch a Revenge 
on all that were found guilty of it, whoever they were, 
that it ſhould never be forgotten ; and deſired them to 
ſtay and be Witneſſes of it. The Queen-Mother made 


alſo ſhew of inflaming his Rage with moſt vehement 


Exprefiions, ſo that they were perſuaded to ſtay. The: * 


King ordered the Murderer to be purſued, the two Ser- 
van's 
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yants to be Examined, and all the Gates of Paris (ex- 
cepttwo ) to be kept ſhut. The Admirals carriage on 
this occaſion, was ſuitable to the reſt of his behaviour, 
and equal to what the greateſt Heroe's had ever ſhewed. 
Ambroſe  Par#,the famous Surgeon, dreſſed his Wound, he 


madethe Incilion into his Arm, that he might take out 


the Bullet, and did cut off his Finger for fear of a Gan- 
green : But his Sciſfarsnot being ſharp enough,he put him 
to extream pain, and did not cut it off but at the third 
repriſe : during all which, the Admiral expreſſed no 
impatience nor anger. But as Pare told Thnanws, he 
ſaid to Mr. Marr a Minifter that ſtood by, Now T per- 
ceive that I am beloved of God, ſince I ſuffer theſe Wounds 
for his moſt holy Name. And during the Operation, 
he often repeated theſe words, O z2y God, ſorſake me 
not, and withdraw not thy wonted Favour from me ! And 
whiſpered one that was holding his Arm, 1n the Ear, that 
he ſhould diſtribute an hundred Crowns among the 
poor of Pars. 

Next day Damuil, Cofſe, and Villars, came to viſit and 
comfort him, butconfeſled it was needleſs, for he expreſ- 
ſed great reſolution of mind and readineſs to die, only he 
deſired to ſee the King, and ſpeak with him before hedied. 
Damovil and Teligny ( the Admirals Son in Law ) carried 
this Meſſage to the King, who very readily yielded to it. 
The Queen-Mother apprchending the great Genius of 
the Admiral, and fearing leſt he ſhould turn her Son to 


. better Councils, would necds go with the King. His two 


Brothers, with twelve of the chief Perſons in the Court, 
waited alſo on him, to make a ſhew of putting the more 
Honouron the Admiral, but really to watch the King, that 
he might have no opportunity of ſpeaking with himalone. 
When the King came to his Bed-{ide, he exprefled the 


greateſt tenderneſs poſſible, and in his Looks, and the 
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tone of his Voice —_— a moſt profound ſor- 
row, and faid to him, Tov, my Father, have received the 
Wound, but I feel the ſnrart of it, and will puniſh it in ſo 
ſevere a manner, that the like was never ſeen, The Admi- 
ral thanked him, and told him, By his Wound, he might 
well perceive, who were the Authors of the Troubles of 
France. He preſled him earneſtly to go on with the War 
in Flanders, and not leave all thoſe Gallant Perſons to 
the Duke of Alva's Infolence and Cruelty, who had truſt- 
ed to his Protetion. He complained of the Violation 
of the Edit in ſeveral parts of Fraxce ; and deſired the 
King, to conſider how much it concerned him both in 
Honour and Intereſt, to keep his Faith inviolated. The 
King gave him full affurances of this, but avoided the 
difcourſe of Flanders, and with repeated Oaths told 
him, he would puniſh this Fact againſt him, as if it had 
been done againſt himſelf. Then the Admiral defired 
to ſpeak privately with the King, which laſted not long; 
for the Queen-Mother, apprehending what the ſubje& 
of his Diſcourſe might be, came to the Bed-ſide and 
told the King, that ſo long a Converſation would much 
endanger the Admirals health, and ſo broke it off Yer 
it ſeems, as ſhort as it was, it made ſome Impreſſion, for 
when ſhe asked the King, what 1t was that he had ſaid to 
him 2 He anſwered, He had adviſed him to Reign himſelf, 
aud he was reſolved to follow it. When this was over, 
the King asked the Adnnrals Friends, and the Phyficians 
many queſttons about his Health, and propoſed for his - 
greater ſecurity, the carrying him to the Lozzre. Bur 
the Phyſicians faid, he could not be ſafely removed. So 
after he had ſtazed an hour he left him, during which 
time he acted the part, he intended to play, fo well, 
that all the Witnefles were ſatisfied with the Sincerity 
and Pafhion he expreticd. 
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The Court of Parliament Pl the Maid, and' 
Lackquey, that were taken in the Houſe from whence 
he was ſhot, about the Murtherer : and many preſump- 
tions appeared againſt the Duke of Griſe, whoſe Ser- 
vants, they found, had brought him to that Houſe, and 
had provided an Horſe for his cſcape. The King wrote 
that ſame day both to his Ambaſladoursin forreign parts, 
and to the Governours of the Provinces, ſhewing them 
what had befallen the Admiral, and how much he reſent- 
edit. The next day being the 234d, the Duke of Gu:fe 
and his Uncle the Duke of 4rale, came and deſired leave 
to go out of Town. The King by his Looks and Carri- 

e ſeemed to abhor them; and ſaid, they might do 
what they pleaſed ; but as they went away, he ſaid,they 
might go whither they would, but he ſhould find them 
out, if they appeared to be guilty of that Fat. And fo 
they mounted on Horſe-back and rode to the Port St. 
Arnthony, as if they had intended to go out of Town, but 
came back to Gziſe-houſe : and beganto raiſe a great ſtir 
in Paris. They called many about them, and ſent their 
Agents all over the Town, and ſent Arms to divers pla- 
ces. When News of this was brought to the Admiral, 
he ſent to the King to deſire a Guard, fo 50 were ſent 
under the Command of Cofferrs, one of his bittereſt Enc- 
mies. But to cover the matter better, ſome of the King 
of Navarres Swiſſes, were ſent to Guard within his 
Houſe. The King did alſo order all the Papilſts that lay 
near his Houſe, to remove their Lodgings, that the Pro- 
teſtants might have conveniency to be about him, and 
eather together if there ſhould be any Tumult. He alſo 
deſired the King of Navarre, and the Prince of Conde 
would gather about them their beſt Friends, that they 
might be prepared to defend themſclves,in caſe the Duke 


of Guiſe ſhould raiſe any diſorders. - 
4! 
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All this ſeemednot WE kind; and by theſe 
Arts were the Proteſtants, not only ſecured from their 
fears, but had great hopes raiſed in them : And thus the 
greateſt part of them werebrought within the Net, that 
was laid for their ruine. Only the Vice-Lord (or Vi- 
dam) of Chartres ſaw through the diſguiſe: Anda Coun- 
cil of their Party being held in the Admirals Chamber, he 
ſpoke freely, and told them, the Admirals Wound was 
the firſt Act of the Tragedy, and more would ſoon fol- 
low. Therefore he propoſed, that he might be carried 
to Chaſiilion, 111 ashe was, in which there was leſs dan- 
ger,than toſtay in a place where they and all their Friends 
would be ſuddenly deſtroyed. Teligny and others,that were 
fully perfwaded of the Kings good Intentions, oppoſed 
this much, and ſaid, it would ſhew ſuch a diſtruſt of the 
King, as mightfor ever loſe him, that was then begin- 
ning to favour their Party. But the Vidam anſivered, 
that ſtay who would, he would not ſtay longer than to 
Morrow, for he was aſſured their ſtay would be fatal to 
themſelves, and all their Friends. 

There was a perfidious Perſonin that Aſſembly,one Box- 
chavannes,who wasan Intelligencer to the Queen-Mother, 
and carried preſently an account of their Conſultationto 
her. She and her Party were now preſled with time,there- 
fore the execution of their Deſign could be no longer de- 
layed than the next Night. So the Council met and re- 
ſolved, that not only the Perſons of Quality of the Reli- 
gion ſhould be killed, but that every one of what condi- 
tion ſoever.that were of that Profeſiion ſhould be Maſla- 
cred. It was debated long,whether the King of Navarre 
and the Prince of Conde,{hould periſhwith thereſt? for the 
Duke of Gri/e his Party had a great mind to deſtroy the 
whole Family of Boxrbox - but as for the King of Navarre, 
it was thought contrary to the Laws of Nations, of Hoſ- 
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pitality, and of Nature, to murder a King, that had 
come under truſt to the Court, and was now ſo nearly 
allied to the King : and was guilty of no Crime, but what 
he had from his Education. So it was reſolved, he ſhould 
be ſpared, and made change his Religion. But for the 
Prince of Conde, he-was naturally fierce, and that tem- 
per, joined with the memory of his Father, made them 
les inclined to ſavehim ; Only the Duke of Newers,who 
had married his Wifes Siſter, - interpoſed vigorouſly for 
him, and undertook that he ſhould become a good Ca- 
tholick, and a faithful Subject : And he prevailed, tho 
with great dithculty, that he ſhould be ſpared. But for 
the reſt,it was agreed on, to raiſe the Town of Parzs,and 
ſet them upon them, who were inflamed into fach a rage 
againſt that Party, that they knew 1t would be an eaſy 
work to engage them tn any ſort of Crucly againſt them. 

The conduct of it was committed to the Duke of Gri/e, 
who undertook it very chearfully. He did firſt commu- 
nicate it to the Guards, and ordered themto keepa ſtrict 
Watch, both about the Lovre, and the places where the 
Admiral and hisFriends werelodged, that none might 
eſcape 3 then he deſired the Provoſt (or Major) of Purzr, 
and the chief Magiſtrates and Officers of the City, would 
meet at Midnight in the Town-houſe, where they ſhould 
receive their Orders. They met accordingly, and it was 
intimated to them, that the King was now reſolved to 
deſtroy the Hereticks, who had ſo long diſtrafted his 
Kingdom : that therefore every one ſhould go to his 
Quarter, and have all People in readineſs, with the great- 
eſt ſecrecy that might be, and that they ſhould have ma- 
ny Torches and Flambeausready, to light out at their 
Windows. The Sign ſhould be a white Linnen Sleeveon 
their left Arm, and a white Croſs in their Caps : and at 


the tolling of the great Bell of the Palace, which ſhould 
be 
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*be done near the break of Day, they ſhould light their 
Torches and march. 

The King in the mean while, was under great irreſolu- 
tion. The horror of the Fa, the infamy that would 
follow it, and the danger he might be in, if it either miſ- 
carried, or were not fully executed, could not but fil 
him with Confuſion. But the Queen, who had over- 
come all the impreſſions of Tenderneſs and Pity,that are 
natural to her Sex, hearing of it,came to him, and ſtudied 
to confirm him in his former reſolutions, repreſenting to 
him all the trouble they had gryen him in the former 
Wars,and that he might expect yetworſe, ifhe would let 
20 this opportunity, of ſecuring the quiet of his whole 
Reign. She knew how to work upon him ſo well, that 
in end ſhe prevailed, and the King ſwore deeply he 
would go through with it. Upon that, | ſhe being im- 
patient, and fearing a new turn in the Kings Thoughts, 
made the Bell of St. Germans be tolled, which was the 
warning fortolling that in the Palace. 


This fatal Signal was giventhe Morning of the 24th of 


Avent, St. Bartholomews day, being Sunday; and was 
followed with a general Rifing of the whole City of Pa-, 
ris. The March of Souldiers,the noiſe of their Arms, and 
the lightning of ſo many Torches, awakened the poor 
Proteſturts,who now ſaw viſibly that their ruine was both 
near and inevitable. Some of them went outto the Streets, 
and asked what the matter might be, of fo great a Con- 
courſe, and ſo many Torches and armed Men, at ſuch 
an hour ? Some anſwered, as they had been inſtructed 
to ſay, till all things ſhould be ready, that there was to 
be a Viock-Sicge ot a Fort in the Lowvre, for the Kings 
Diverſion.So they went forwardto ſatisfy their Curioſity, 
but quickly found it wasa real Maflacre, and not a Mock- 
Siege that was intended, and they were the firſt 
Sacri- 
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Sacrifices of that bloody Feſtivity. There were now 
about threeſcore thouſand Men brought together. The 
Duke of Gziſe, with his Uncle Aumale, reſolved firſt to 
fatisfie their revenge on the Admiral, and therefore went 
to his Gate, where Coſſeirs kept guard, on deſign to be- 
tray him the more effectually. He called to open the 
Gate 3 which being done, they killed the Porter and 
broke ento the Court. But the King of Navarr's Swiſſes 
barricadod the next Gate, and made ſome reſiſtance. 
This diſmal noiſe awakened the Admiral, who at firſt ap- 
prehended, it might be ſome Tumult of the Populace, 
which he hoped the King's Guards would eaſily diſperſe. 
But when he perceived it encreaſed, then he ſaw he was 
to be deſtroyed. So he took his Night-Gown and got 
up: Thoſe that were about him were amazed at the con- 
ſtancy of his mind, his Miniſter Merliz prayed 3 and 
when that was ended, He ſaid to thoſe that were about 
him, 1 ſee now what this will end in, but I am prepared to 
meet Death, which 1 have often looked for, but was never 
m— of : I account my ſelf happy ſince it is ſo near me, 
having in this my Death, through the Grace of God the hope 
of Eternal Life. 1 need no more the help of Men, therefore 
farewel, my Friends, and try how you can ſave your ſelves, 
that you be not involved in my ruin, leit by my death I make 
more Widows than one : I have help enough in the preſence 
of God, into whoſe hands I commit my Soul, which is ſoon 
to be diſcharged out of this Body. All this he ſpoke without 
the leaſt commotionor appearance of fear. Then thoſe 
about him left him,and got up to the Roof of the Houſe. 
By that time the Murderers had brook in, and ſeven of 
them being all in Armour, came into his Chamber. 
Beſare, chat had been one of the Duke of Guiſes Grooms, 
advanced towards him ; to whom he faid, Young Mar, 
ou ought to reverence my gray Hairs, but you cannot ſhorten 
| D 
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my Life much. They all ſtood a while amazed at ſuch un- 
daunted courage, and ſo compoſed a behaviour, which 
as one of them told Thuanxs, was the moſt extraordinary 
thing that ever he ſaw his whole Life. Beſwe did firſt 
thruſt him into the Belly, and then cut him over the Face: 
at which he fell, and the others ſtruck at him, till he was 
quite dead. The Duke of Guiſe being bclow in the 
Court, heard the noiſe,and called to them to throw himout 
at the Window, which Beſzze and another did. And ej- 
ther the Duke, or the Count of Avgonleſme (tor it is 
differently reported) wiped his Face, which was dif 
figured with Blood, to know if it was he indeed, and 
perceiving it was fo, trampled on his Belly, and went 
away. An 1taliar cut off his Head, and carricd it firſt to 
the Queen-Mother, and then embalmed it, and ſent it to 
Rome, ( not only as the Proteſtants ſay, which is dilinge- 
nioufly added, by Mezeray, for Thnanws affirms it) : 
Then all the ignominy and barbarity poſhible, was ex- 
erciſed about the dead Carcafe, his Fingers and Hands 
were cut off, his Body dragged about the Streets,thrown 


in the Sezz, and hanged up in Chains his Feet upper- 


moſt : and a fire was ſer under to burn it, but it only 
dried it and did not conſume it. Some days after or- 
morancy cauſed it to be taken down ſecretly, and buried 
it in his Chappel at Chantil/z. 

Thus fell the Admiral, that for all noble Qualitics ne- 
ceſſary, either to a great Captain, or a compleat Stateſ- 
man, may be equalled to any of the Ancient Greeks or 
Romans ; and for Piety and other Chriſtian Vcrtues, was 
. * the Wonder of the Age helived in. 

But the Cruclty- of the Duke of Guiſe and his Party, 


was rather kindled than fatiated with his Blood. So he - * 


and his Company went out to the ſtreets,and cried aloud, 
It was the King's commund ihey ſhould go on, and finiſh 
what 


> 23 hed» fd nh "I" 


27 

what they had begun. And 7 OMutcmade was let looſe, 
to murder all that were of the Religion, and the plun- 
der of their Houſes was to be their reward. This was 
followed with the moſt enraged and cruel Maſſacre that 
ever was heard of. It exceeded all that either the Hea- 
thens had done, or their Poets had feigned. Every Man 
ſeemed a Fury, and as if they had been transformed into 
Tigres and Wolves, out-did the very cruelty of Beaſts 
of Prey. The bare relation of Matters of Fa&t, is be- 
yond all that Eloquence can invent, by which it may 
be aggravated : and indeed a ſtrict Narrative of what 
was really done, will appear ſome Ages hence, as a 
Tragical deſcription of an imaginary Cruelty,rather than 
a true Hiſtory. Five hundred Perſons of Quality were 
murdered, and in all 4000 according to {hnarws and 
Mezeray. *Perefixe the late B. of Paris ſays, there were 
twenty Lords of note killed, and twelve hundred Gen- 
tlemen, and between three and four thouſand others. 
But Veremundus ays, they were ten thouſand. No 
Age nor Sex was ſpared 3 Huſbands and Wives were 
killed in one anothers Arms, after they ſaw their Chil- 
dren murthered at their feet. One butcher'd an inno- 
cent Babe, as it was playing with his Beard. Men of 
fourſcore were not left to the courſe of Nature, but 
hewen down. Nor did a ſingle death fatisfie their bru- 
tal rage, but they made them die many deaths, before 
death relieved them. One would cut off the Noſe, ano- 
ther the Ear, a third the Hands, and a fourth the Arms 
of the ſame Perſon, before they would be ſo merciful as 
to kill him out-right. Thoſe that fled up to the tops of 
their Houſes, were made leap over to the Streets, where 
they were knocked down with Halberts. Such as ran 
out to eſcape through dark Paſſages, were either in- 
ſtantly killed, or driven to the Sem, where they took 
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pleaſure to kill and drown them with much art. Dead 
Bodies floated all along the Seize, and were lying in heaps 
thorough the Streets. In many places the Kennels ran 
Blood. There was nothing to be heard but the howlings 
of mangled and dying Perſons 3 or the horrid blaſphe- 
mies of their accurſed Butchers. They ſearched all the 
Corncrs of their Houſes, as Hounds purſuing for prey. 
No Man delivered his Friend ; no Hoſt had pity on his 
Gueſt : Only one brave Man faved his Enemy. 

The Lowvre it (elf was full of Blood, and the dead 
Corpes of thoſe whom the King of Nazarre and Prince 
of Conde had brought about them for their ſecurity : 
but- where they expected a SanCtuary, they found a 
Maſlacre. TItis needleſs to reckon up the Names of thoſe 
noble Perſons who were then deſtroyed, for the memory 
of Rochfoucant, Teligny, Renel, Piles, *Pluvial, © Baudine, 
Gmerchy, Lavardin, Nompar or La Force,and five hundred 
more will be ever ſacred ; yet 1n this Nation where theſe 
Families are not known, the recital would be tediousand 
uſeleſs. Of all thoſe Grerchy alone died with a Sword in 
his Hand, but could hurt none of thoſe that aſlaulted 
him, they having Armour on them. | 

This horrible Confuſion, gave the Allarm to thoſe 
who lay in the Suburbs on the other fide of the Seize 
to make haſteand be gone; and they, having no ſuſpicion 
of the King himſelf, were ms, have gone over 
and ſheltred themſelves within the Lowore. The *Pari- 
fans had now loſt all order, and were fallen to plunder, 
1d that they could not be bronght together : Therefore 
the Duke of Gui/e ſent over ſome of the Swiſſe Guards in 
Boats to kill them, and himfelf followed with ſome 
Horſe; and had it not been for the miſtake of him who 
brought the wrong Keys of the Gate, thorough which 
he was to paſs, they had been all ſurprizcd before 

they 
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they had reſolved what courſe to take. But day ap- 
pearing, they ſaw enough to convince them, it was not 
time to delay any more: So inthe greateſt confuſion poſ- 
ſible, they got on Horſcback,and fled away. The Dukeof 
Griſe purſued them, but they were out of his reach, and 
not being ſtrong enough to defend themſelves, and keep 
in a Body, they diſperſed and eſcaped, 

But the fury that they fled from, continued in Paris 
all that day, and the two following days : In which no- 
thing was left undone that ingenious and deſperate 
cruelty could ſuggeſt. Six hundred Houſes were pillaged. 
And after fuch a glut of Blood, Mens minds becoming 
ſavage, they fell torevenge private Enmities, even upon 
their Fellow Papiſts; many of whom were. in the 
end alſo murdered, but thoſe were chiefly Mono- 
rancy his Friends, who were thought cold in the matter - 
of Religion. 

The moſt enraged of their Blood-hounds were Tar- 
chou, Peſon, and Croſter a Goldſmith 3 the two former 
drove many to the Mills, and forced them to leap from 
thence into the River. Peſo boaſted to the King him- 
felf, that he had made an hundred and fifty leap that 
night. And Thanx fays,he often heard Crofter ſay, That 
with that Hand he had killed 400 : by which it ſeems 
he was thought ſo ſanftified, that he would live no lon- 
ger a common life, but as a ſacred Perſon went to an Her- - 
mitage 5 where yet his cruelty left him not ; for during | 
the Warrs of the League, he drew a Flemiſh Merchant 
into his Cell and murdered him there. Thus were the 
Proteſtants deſtroyed in 'Paris, with a Treachery 
and Cruelty that the uncivilized Nations had never 
ſhewed to one another, nor had the Heathens been ever 
ouilty of any thing like 1t towards the Chriſtians. he 
Precedent which the Church of Rowe had formerly given 
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in the Maſare of the PRE 4 c the likeſt thing in 
' Hiſtory to it for Barbarity 3 but never had Treachery 
and Cruelty met together in ſuch a manner before this 
execrable day. 

At Court all thoſe generous Impreſtions which fol- 
low noble Blood, ſeemed extinguiſhed. Men threw off - 
Humanity, and Women had neither compaſſion nor 
modeſty. The Queen-Mother and her Ladies took plea- 
ſure to look upon the moſt deteſtable Objects, and 
greedily beheld ſome vbſcene and indecent fights ; but 
1t isnot fit to write all that was then done. About nine 
of the Clock, the King ſent for the King of Navarreand 
the Prince of Conde, and told them he was forced to uſe 
that ſevere Remedy to put anend to War and Rebellion, 
and had therefore deſtroyed thoſe, whom he could not 
induce toobey : And for them,tho he had good reaſon to 
hate them mortally, ſince they had led on a Rebellion a- 
gainſt him, yet in conſiderationof their Blood and Alli- 
ance, hewas reſolved to ſpare them if they would change 
their Religion, otherwiſe they muſt look for no better 
uſage than their Servants had met with. The King ſpake 
this with great rage, ſo that the King of Navarre being 
terrified, ſaid, That if the King would fave their lives, 
and leave them their Conſciences free, they {ſhould in 
all other things be commanded by him. But the Prince 
of Conde anſwered more boldly, T hat he might diſpoſe 
of his Lifeand Eſtate as he pleaſed, but for his Religion, 
he owed an account of it to God alone, from whom he 
had received the knowledg of it. This rcfolute Anfiver 
put the King in ſuch a rage, that aftcr he had treated 
him with moſt abuſive language, he iwore, That if he 
did not change within three days, he ſhould hang 
for it. And ſo ordered them to be ſtrictly guarded. 
At the ſame time there were Expreſſes diſpatched over 
all 
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all France, to ſet on the People both in the Towns and 
Country, to imitate the example of the Parifans, and 
deſtroy the Hereticks. Yet the King either out of ſome 
remorſe or ſhame, wrote to his Ambaſſadours and the 
Governours of the Provinces, that ſame day : 'That the 
Duke of Griſe, and others that adhered him, having a 
great intereſt 1a the City of Paris, and apprehending 
that the Admirals Friends were reſolved to revenge his 
Wound, had therefore, both to ſecure them{clves, and 
to proſecute their former Quarrels, raiſed the City of 
Paris: and had broke through the Guards ſet to defend 
the Admiral, and killed him, and many other Perſons 
of Quality 3 the rage of the People being ſuch, that the 
King's Guards could do nothingto repreſs it : Therefore 
he was forced to keep himfelt within the Lowere, but 
had, as ſoon as was poflible, quieted the Town 3 ſo that 
all things were put in order again; and he was reſolved 
ſtill to maintain his Edit, made for the free Exerciſe of 
tzeir Religion. Veremndys has printed the Copics of 
the Letters, directed to the Governours of Burgundy and 
Tourain, and to the Town of Bourges, with the Memo- 
rial ſent to the Swiſs Cantons, all to the ſame purpaſe, 
bearing date the 24th of Auguſt. And in another Letter 
the King wrote, That he had made up a new agreement 
with the King of Navarre and the Prince of Conde, and 
was reſolved to-run the ſame hazard with them, for re- 
venging the death of his Coufin the late Admiral. But 
the Houſe of Gaiſe would not bear this, and made the 
King own, that all was done by his exprcls Orders. So 
on the 26th of Auguſt, the King went to the Court of 
Parliament, and. after an invidious repetition of all the 
Troubles of his Reign, which yet he ſaid, he intendcd 
to have quieted by the late Treaty of Peace, he diſco- 


vered that the Admiral had 'conſpired to kill him, his 
Brothers, 
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'Brothers,and the King of F. et F to ſet up the young 
Prince of Conde , whom he alſo deſigned afterwards 
to kill, that ſo the whole Royal Family being deſtroyed, 
he might make himſelf King : and finceextream Diſcaſes 
required extream Remedies, he was forced to do what he 
had done ; and concluded, that all was done by his ex- 
preſs Order and Command. Thar the Father, tho he 
abhorred the thing, yet out of fear and compliance, 
made a baſe flattering Speech,of the neceſlity of diflimu- 
lation in Princes, and did much commend that ſaying of 
Lewzs the 11th. He who knows n0t how to Diſſemble, knows 
not how to Reign. And Pibrac the Attourney General 
moved the King, that the Declaration he had made? 
might be entred in their Regiſters, and that ſtrict Or- 
ders might be given, to put an end to the Blood and 
Confuſion with which the City was filled : Both which 
the King ordered to be done. The Declaration which 
was thereupon publiſhed on the 28th, is printed by Vere- 
mundus. By it the King charged all Perſons, under pain 
of Death, through the whole Kingdom, to do no in- 
jury to the Proteſtants. And at the ſame time declared 
It Capital, for the Proteſtants to have any Aſſemblies. 
This was believed to be done rather on defign to de- 
ſtroy, than ſave the H#gonets : That they being out of 
apprehenſion of danger, might ſtay all at Home, and fo 
be more eafily Maſlacred. On the 28th of Auguſt, a 
Jubilee was granted to all, who had been in this But- 
chery; and they were commanded to go every where 
to Church, and bleſs God, for the ſucceſs of that Acti- 
on. So little relenting had they, after all theſe black 
Crimes, that they imagined they had done God good 
ſervice: And to that height did their Impudence riſe, 
that they preſumed to addreſs to that Merciful Being, 
who abhors cruel and blood-thirſty Men, and that with 
hands 
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hands not only defiled with Blood, but boaſting of it as 
a Sacrifice offered to God, which had been a fitter Ob- 
lation to him that was a Lyar and a Murderer from the 
beginning, than the God of Truth, and Father of Mer- 
cies, 

One remarkable Paſſage fell out, which occaſioned 
much Diſcourſe, and was varioutly conſtructed by the 
ſeveral Parties. On the day of the Maſlacre, about 
Noon, a white Thorn in the Church-yard of the Inno- 
cents, that was almoſt dead, and had no Leaves on it, 
flouriſhed all of a ſudden. This was publiſhed through 
the Streets of Parzrs.as a Sign, that Heaven approved their 
actions,and was made uſe of to animate them to new heats 
in their Cruelty : For every one was fcton to kill one or 
other, that he might be honoured with the fight of ſo un- 
uſual a thing. Some thought it might come from the na- 
ture of the Tree, and it was ſaid, ſuch things were not 
extraordinary in Trees of that kind, a little before they 
became quite: dead. Others believed it might be the 
Trick of ſome Monk, who pouring either hot Water, 
or ſome prepared Water at the Root of it, might have 
done the feat. But the Rable did univerſally aſcribe it 
to ſome miraculous Cauſe, only they differed about thar 
to which it referred. The Proteſtants ſaid, it ſignified 
their Innocence, and that a new Troop of Innocents 
were ſent to Heaven, and therefore the Tree in the 
Church-yard of the Innocents flouriſhed afreſh. The 
*Papiſts ſaid, is ſignified the joy in Heaven at that days 
work, and that the Church was to flourith again by the 
death of the Hereticks. 

Bur leaving theſe diſcantings on this ſeeming Miracle, 
Morvillier that was Lord-Keeper , adviſed , That for 
juſtifying , or at leaſt mitigating the Cenfures that 
might be made on theſe proceedings, there ſhould be a 

; E Proceſs 
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Proceſs carried on, againſt the dead Admiral,. to-prove 
him guilty of a Conſpiracy againſt the King andthe 
Royal Blood 3 and there were ſome few Provefants kept 
Priſoners, who had been:taken out of the Engliſh Am- 
bafladors Lodgings, who to fave themſelves, they hop'd 
might be brought to accuſe the Admiral. But while this 
Mock-Proceſs was making, there was a real proſecution 
of the like Cruelties in. many other parts of Fraxce. 

At Meaux, a little Town not far from Paris, they 
began on the 25th of Auguſt, being Monday, and ſpent 
the whole Week in ſhedding more Blood. They killed 
two. hundred ; many of thoſe were Women:, whom 
they Forced before they Murdered them. At Troze in 
Champaigne, about the ſame number was killed. At Or- 
learns, a thouſand were alſo. killed. Six or ſeven hun- 
dred at Roar, tho the Governour did what he could 
to hinder it. At * Bourges, Nevers, and Charite, all they 
found were killed. At Tholouſe two hundred were kil- 
led. At Burdeaux, they were for ſome time in ſuſpence, 
being afraid of the Rochellers; but the Prieſts did ſo in- 
flame the Multitude, that the Governour could not re- 
ſtrain their rage longer, than the beginning: of Ofober ; 
ſo then they Maſlacred all that they could. find. This 
beginning, was followed by all the Towns on the Gar- 
vinne. But next to *Paris, Lions was the place where. 
the moſt barbarous.Cruelties were acted. The Gover® 
nour had a mind to-ſave the —_ and gathered 
together about ſix or ſeven hundred of them, whom he 
lodged in. ſeveral. Prifons, that ſo he might. preſerve 
them: And to give the People ſome content; he grant- 
ed them the pillage of. their Houſes. But they were fo 
heated by the Clergie,. and by ſome that were fent from: 
the Court, to promote the Maſlacre every where, that 
they. broke open; the Priſons and murdered. them: all; 


dragged. 
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dragged their Bodies through the Streets, and openedthe 
Bellicsof the fatteſt ofthem, to ſell their Greeſe to Apo- 
thecaries.. And when they could do no more, they 
threw tm into the River of Rhoſze, which wascolour- 
ed with the Blood, and filled with the Carcaſes of the 
ſlain. Theſe Examples were followed in many more 
places, but deteſted by others, who were not Papiſts e- 
nough, to overcome Nature and all Morality. TheGo- 
vernours in ſome places reſtrained the People 3 and in 
many places the Souldiers, tho more inured to Blood, 
defended the Proteſtants from the Rable, that were ſet 
on by the Prieſts. The Anſwer the Governour of Bayonne 
made,deſerves to be remembred,” who wrote to the King 
in theſe Words. | 


SIR, | 

[| Have communicated your «Majeſty's Command to the In- 

habitants of the Town, and the Souldiers 4 the Garri- 
ſon. I find many good Citizens, and brave Souldiers, but 
never a Hangman here : And therefore in their Name and 
my own, 1 humbly beg your eMajeity would employ our 
Arms, and Lives in things, which are poſſible for as to do, 
how dangerows ſoever they may be, and we will ſpend the 
Liſt drop of our Blood in your Service. 


This gave great Offence at Court, and ſoon after, both 
he and the Count of Texdes, Governour of Provence, 
who had alſo given Orders, that there ſhould be no 
Maflacre pk. within his Juriſdiction, died very 


ſuddenly : And it was believed they were both poiſoned. 

Inall there were, as [hnanas ſays, Thirty thouſand maſſa- 

cred over France, tho he believes they were not quite 

ſo many. Mezeray eſtimates them at five and twen- 

ty Thouſand, Burt 'Perefix? fays, that over all Frazce, 
2 


near 
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Mezeray. 
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near an hundred thouſand —_ butchered. And Vere- 
mundus fays, that beſides thoſe who were killed, an 
hundred Thouſand Perſons were ſet a begging,. moſt of 
thoſe being Widows and Orphans. Many of thn fled 
to the places of ſtrength in France, and great mimbers 
went out of the Kingdom. For when they had eſcaped 
the firſt rage ofthe Maſlacre, they clearly perceived the 
deſign of their Enemies, was to extirpate them Root and 
Branch. And tho the King at firſt declared he would 
obſerve the Edict inviolably, they had learned-from fad 
experience, how little his Faith was to be depended on, 
and they were further convinced of it by freſh Proofs. 
For the King preſſed thEKing of Navarre, and the Prince 
of Conde very hard, to change their Religion : the for- 
mer was tractable and hearkned to inſtruction:3; but the 
latter continued reſolute and would hear nothing. This 
put the King once into ſuch a Rage, that he called for 
his Arms, and was going in Perſon, either. to kill him, 
. or ſee him killed; had not his vertuous Queen, who had. 
been inſtructed by her Father, to abhor all cruel Pro- 
ceedings about Religion, caſt herſelfat his Feet, and with. 
many Tears diverted him from ſo ignommious an Adti- 
on. But he ſentfor him and ſaid only theſe three words 
to him, Maſs, Death, or the Baſtil. Yet he generouſly 
reſolved to ſuffer Death,. or perpetual Impriſonment, ra- 
ther thango to Maſs,. had they not found out a Tool fit: 
to work on him. One Swrean-des Roſters, that had been 
Miniſter of the Proteſtants at Orleans.,had now to ſave his 
Life,changed his Religion; But to have ſome reputation in: 
It, pretended thathe had refolved to havedone it ſooner. . 
tho when that fear was over, he returned to them again, 
but was never much conſidered after that. He was: 
therefore employed. to. perſwade the-Prince of Conde : 
and. what by hisendeavours, and. what by fear of Death, 
both. 
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both the King of New LAY went to Maſs,and wrote 
Letters'full o fSubmifiton and Obedience to the Pope ; 
tho they were no fooner out of that Snare, than they de- 
clared, that what had been obtained of them, was extor- 
ted by force. 

This being done, the King ſent his Orders over all 
France, bearing date the 22d of Septemrber, to turn all Per- 
'fons out of any conſiderable Imployments, that would 
not renounce their Religion,. and a long form of Abju- 
ration wasfent with it, which was to be the Teſt : both 
which are printed by Verenmndus. 

The Procefs againſt the Admiral was carried on before 
the Parliament of Paris, and (without any proofs that 
ever were publiſhed) they on the 27th of Ofober, judg- 
<« ed himguilty of a Conſpiracy againſt the King and his 
« Crown: And therefore ordained his Body to be hang-- 
« ed, if it could be found ; or if not, that he ſhould be- 
< hanged in Effigie : his Houſe of Chaſtilioz to be razed, . 
« 2nd a Pillar ſet wp with an Inſcription to defame his 
« Memory, his Blood was allo attainted,and his Children 
< declared ignoble and incapable of any Priviledges in 
« France. And the Sentence concluded with an Order.for- 
celebrating St. Bartholomews day in. all time coming, 
with Proceſſions and publick Thankſgivings for the 
Diſcovery and Puniſhment of that Conſpiracy. There 
were alſo two other Perſons of Quality, Cavagres and: 
Briquemant who had been dealt with to accuſe the Ad- 
miral, but they would not fave themſelves by ſo bafe a' 
ranſom:ſo they were both condemned as Complices with 
him. Bur when the Sentence was pronounced againſt 
them, Thnams,that was an Eye-Witnels, ſays, Briquemant 
cried out, when that part of the Judgment was read that 
concerned his Children 3 Ah Innocents ! what havethey 
done 2 And then he,who for 50 years together had _ 
ve 
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ved in the Warrs, with c = and approved Valour, 
being then 70.,what for fear of Death, what out of pity 
to his Children, would have done any thing, to have ſa- 
ved himſelf. He ſent the King word,firſt that he would 
put Rochelin his Hands, if he would ſpare his Life : But 
that being reje&ted, he offered to accuſe the Admiral, to 
preſerve himſelf. But neither was that conſidered. All 
that while, his Fellow-Sufferer Cavagzes continued moſt 
ſerious in his Devotions, and for three hours together, 
was either Praying or reciting ſome Pſalms: andexpreſſed 
no concern for his Life, his thoughts being wholly em- 
ployed about Eternity: He encouraged Brequemant to die 
as hehad lived;and to turn himſelf to God,and not to ſtain 
ſo honourable a Life, as he had led, with an ignomini- 
ous end. And he ſeeing, he muſt die, recollected his 
Thoughts, and ſeemed aſhamed of his former abject be- 
haviour, and compoſed and prepared himſelf for Death. 
They both were carried to the place of Execution in 
Hurdles, where they not only ſuffered the reptoches of 
the Multitude, as they went along (whothrew Filth and 
Clay at them with their moſt ſcurnlous Language ) but 
Death it ſelf with much Chriſtian Patience and Magna- 
nimity. They were hanged at the Greze, and their Bo- 
dies, after they were dead, were barbarquſly mangled by 
the cruel Multitude. With them the brave Admiral was 

hanged in Efhgie, whoſe Innocence, as well astheir own, 

they did totheir laſt Breath afſert. The King who de- 

lighted in ſuch bloody SpeCtacles, did not only look on 

himſelf, with the Queen-Mother, and the Court; but 

_ the King of Navarre likewiſe to be a Witneſs 

OT 1t, 

It isneedleſs to ſay much, for evincing the Admiral's 
Innocence, for all the Writers of the time acknowledg, 


the Proceſs was only to-cover theinfamy of the Maſlacre. 
And 
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And Thxanxs has ſo fully demonſtrated it, that nonecan 
ſo much as doubt of it. If the Admiral had any fuch de- 
ſign, why came he to Court £ Why to Paris, where 
he knew he had few Friends, and a vaſt number of mor- 
tal Enemies? and why did he deſire a Guard from the 
King ? But ſince they could not find a better colour for 
ſo. fouF a Buſineſs, they muſt make uſe of the beſt they 
had. They took another courſe to ſtop the Queen of 
Englands reſentments,who, beſides the common Caule of 
Religion, had a pariicular eſteem for the Admi- 
ral, for they ſhewed a Memorial, which he had gi- 
ven the King to perſwade the War of Flanders, to Wal- 
frngham (the ever renowned Secretary of State) then 
her Ambaſlador in France 5 In which one of the reaſons 
was; * Thatif the King would not receive theſe oppreſ- 
«ed Provinces into his Protection, they would throw 
« themſelves into the Queen of Erglands Hands 3 and if 
« theEngliſh made themſelves Maſters of them, or of any 
<« conſiderable Ports in them, they would be again unea- 
« {y and formidable Neighbours to France, which would 
< thereby loſe the great ſecurity they had in taking Ca- 
& [ice out of their Hands. When Walrgham read this, 
| and was asked, what he thought of the Admirals Friend- 
ſhip to his Miſtreſs? he anſwered, as became ſo great a 
Man. - « That he could not fay much of his Friendſhip to 
«the Q. of Ezeglard,but he was ſure,it appeared from that, 
© what a faithfal Subject he was to the King of France. 

A Week after this was done, the King complcated 
the Treachery of this Precedure : for by his Letters di- 
reted to the Governours: of the Provinces , bearin 
date the 34 of November, He declared he would Tolle- 
rate no Religion, but the Roman Catholick in all his 
Dominions. Upon which the following Civil Wars 
began, and.in excuſe of them, I ſhall only fay, — 

_ hides 
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ſides the barbarous and $1 Treatment the Profe- 
ants had now received, they had this legal Warrant for 
ſtanding on their own defence, That by the former Treaty 
the King granted them Cautionary Towns, for Pledges 
of the obſervation of the Edi. And it is certain, that 
if a Prince grants his Subjef&s Cautionary Towns for 
their Security, he does thereby relax therr Alleagiance 
to him, and gives them a right to defend themſelves, if 
the Agrecment upon which theſe Pledges were given, 

ſhould come to be broken. 
This is the true and juſt account of that foul and 
treacherous Maſlacre, even as it is repreſented by the 
Hiſtorians of that Age and Church, who can neither 
deny nor excuſe the Infamy of it ; tho ſome rejoyced at 
it, and others wrote indefenceof it. The King gloried 
ſo much in it, that three Meddals were ſtruck, to per- 
petuate the memory of it. In one, Hercules 1s both with 
his Club, and a Flambeau, fighting againſt the ſeven- 
headed Serpent, with this Motto. Ne ferrum temmat, 
ſemml ignis obifo. On the reverſe, the King with. his 
Hand, ſupports two Crowned Pillars, ready to fall, 
with this Motto. Mira fides, lapſas relevat- manus una 
Columnas. Hereby intimating, that Hereſy was the Ser- 
pent, which was to be deſtroyed by main Force, and 
by Fire : And that by this Ac, the King had ſupported 
Religion and Juſtice. In the ſecond, the King fits in his 
Chair of State, with a Sword in his right Hand, and an 
Hand on the Head of a Scepter in his left. And many 
Headslying about his Feet, with this Motto. FVirtus 7 
Rebelles. On the Reverſe, were the Arms of:France,be- 
tween two Pillars and two Lawrel Branches, with this 
Motto, Virtzs excitavit Fuſtitiam. The third had,on the 
one fide, a Woman environed with Rays, and a Book 
.open inone Hand, and a Palmin the other, and at her 
Feet 
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Feet many Heads in Flames, with this Motto, Subdy- 
' cendis rationiblms, The Reverſe was the ſame with the 
firſt, The Signification of this, was,Religion triumphing 
over Hereſy. 

But this was only a falſe ſhew of Joy, for he was in- 
invardly tormented with the horrours of a guilty Conſci- 
ence, which the effuſion of ſo much Blood did juſtly 
raiſe in him 3ſothat being often troubled with Viſions, he 
was frequently heard ſay, Ah! my poor SubjeFs, what had 
you done 2 But I was forced toit.The ſtrange manner of his 
Death, looked like a ſignal Judgment from Heaven for 
that bloody day 3 for after a long Sickneſs, which was 
believed the effect of a lent Poiſon given him by the 
Queen-Mother, Blood not only came out through all the 
Conduits of his Body, but through the very Pores, fo 
that he was ſometimes found, all bathed in hisown Blood. 
And he that had made his Kingdom ſwim with Blood, di- 
cd thus wallowing 1n his own. 

All the ſervile Pensof the Lawyers, and the bitter ones 
of enraged Prieſts, were alſo ſet on work, to ap- 
pear in Defence of itz Of whoſe Writings Thuanus gives 
a full account. One mercenary Proteſtant was alſo hi- 
red, to excuſe, if not to defend tt. I have never been 
able to meet wit h any of theſe Books, only Roſſexs that 
wrote in defence of the Holy League, calls it #he Fuſtice 
of St. * Bartholomews day. And Andreas Endemon TJo- 
hannes does alſo commend it. 

The Arguments they uſed, have been formerly glan- 
ced at. The late Civil Wars; the pretended Conſpiracy 
of the Admiral; the neceflity of uſing deſperate Remedies 
in extream Caſes; and the Sovereign Power of Kings, 
were what the Lawyers could pretend. But the Divines 
kad a bctter Plea, that by one General Council, a// He- 
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reticks were to be extirpated, And by another, Faith was - 
210t to be kept to them. And it cannot be denied, but this 
is unanſiverable, according to the Principles of the 
Roman Church. The Proteſtants were not wanting 
to their own Cauſe, but anſwered. theſe Books, and 
ſufficiently diſcovered the impudent Allegations of thoſe 
ſhameleſs Perſons, who hired themſelves out to defend ſo 
horrid an Action. 

Maximilian the 2d, the Emperor, is the Perſon whoſe 
Judgment we have leaſt reaſon to ſuſpett. He was the 
King of Fraxce his Father-m-Law, and both by Blood 
and Alliance was joined to the Crown of Spaiz, yet he 
in a private Letter, writing to Scxend; his chief Miniſter 
in Hungary, has delivered his ſenſe of this Matter ſo fin- 
cerely and fully ; And that whole Letter is fo excellently 
well written, and ſhews ſo much true piety, and ſo rare 
a temper of mind,that I ſhallnot fear the Reader'scenſure 
for inſerting it atitsfull length. It is. but in one Book that. 
I know, and that.is very icarce,. 


Dear Scxendi, 
© F Received your Letter, and took in good part your 
G [ Chriſtian and Friendly Condoleance for my late 
c Sickneſs. The Eternal God, in whoſe hands are 
© all things, do with me according to his Will, I bleſs 
© him for every thing that-befalls me. He only knows 
© beſt what is healthful and profitable, and what is hurt- 
<ful to me: I do patiently and chearfully acquieſce in 
* his Divine Pleaſure. And indeed Matters go fo in this 
* World, that a Man can have little pleaſure or quiet in 
"them: for every where there is nothing to be found but 
©trouble, treachery, and foul dealing. God pity us, 
© and deliver his Church from theſe miſchiefs, It wereno 
| © wonder, 
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* wonder,if from ſuch a KS + of Afairs,a Man ſhould 
© become ſtupid or mad ; of which I could ſay much 
©to you. I begin to recover, and am now (ſo ſtrong, 
© that I walk about with a Stick. God be bleſſed in all 
© his Works. 2 
« For that ſtrange thing which the French have lately 
© acted, moſt tyrannically againſt the Admiral and his 
 <Friends, I am far from approving it : and it wasa great 
© grief to me, to hear that my Son-in-Law had Com 
© perſwaded to that vile Maſlacre 3 tho I know that 
© others reign rather than he ; yet that isnot ſufficient to 
< excuſe him, nor to palliate fuch - a wickedneſs. [ 
<would to God he had asked my advice, I ſhould 
« have given him faithful and fatherly Counſel, and he 
< ſhould never have had my conſent to this Crime, which 
© has caſt ſuch a blemiſh on him, that he will never waſh 
© it off. 
© God forgive them that lie under ſuch guilt. I ap- 
© prehend within a- little while, they ſhall perceive what 
« they have gained by this method. + For indeed, as you 
© obſerve well, the Matters of Religion are not to be 
© handled or decided by the Sword : and no Man can 
< think otherwiſe, that 1s either pious or honeſt, or de- 
« firous of Publick Peace and Happineſs. Far otherwiſe 
« did Chriſt teach, and his Apoſtles inſtruct us 3 their 
< Sword was their Tongue, their Doctrine, the Word of 
« God, and a Life worthy of Chriſt. Their Example 
« ſhould draw us to follow them, in fo far as they were 
* followers of Chrift. 
« Beſides, that mad fort of People might have ſeen af- 
* ter ſo many years Trials, and ſo many Experiments, 
« that by their Crueltics, Puniſhments, Slaughters and 
* Burnings, this Bufineſs cannot be effected. In a word, 
F 2 < Their 
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©'Their ways do not at all pleaſe me, nor can I ever be 
*:xnduced to approve them, unleſs I ſhould become mad 
or diſtrat ed which I pray God earneſtly to preſerve 
me from. 
* © And yet I ſhall not conceal from you, that fome-im- 
* pudent and lying Knaves, have given out, That what- 
ever the French have done, was by my knowledg. and 
* approbation. In this F. appeal to God, who knows 
* how deeply I am injured by it 3 but ſuch Lies and Ca- 
*-lumnies are no new things -to me. I have been often. 
* forced to bear them formerly : and in all ſuch caſes, I 
*commit my ſc to God, who knows in. his- own good 
© time, how to clear me, and-vindicate my innocence. 
< As for the Netherlands, I can as little approve of the 
©Exceſſes committed there. And I do. well remember 
<. how often I wrote to the King of Spair, Advices: far 
« different from thoſe they have followed. But what- 
© ſhall I ay 2 The Councils.of the Spaniards reliſhed bet- 
©tet-than mine. Fhey now begin to ſee their Erroe, 
© and that they themſelves have occaſioned all . the mif-' 
© chief that hath ſince followed.. I had. a good end be- 
© before me, that. theſe noble and ' renown'd Provinces 
© might not be ſo miſerably deſtroyed.. And tho they 
© would not follow my Counſel, ſo that I -may. well be- 
* excuſed from medling any more, yet I do not give 
© over, but am ſincercly preſfing them all I.can to follow 
* another method. | gf 
« God grant 1. may: fee the wiſhed-for effect of theſe- 
«* endeavours, and that Men may be at laſt ſatisfied with - 
« what they-have done, and may ufe no more. ſuch vio- 
< lent. Remedies. In a-word, Let the Spaniards or the 
« French do what they will,, they ſhall be made to give 
© an acconnt of their Actions.to God, the Righteous and - 
| Juſt. 
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* Juſt Judg. And for my £4 by the help of God... 
* ſhall carry my ſelf honeſtly, chriftianly, and faithfully, 

* with all candour and uprightneſs; and I hope God 

* will ſo afliſt me with his Grace and Blefling, that I may. 
*approve all my Deſigns and Actions, both to him and 
"to all Men. And if Ido this, I little regard a wicked. 
2nd malicious World. 


How the reſt of the World looked on this Action, 
may be eaſily gathered from the Inclinations and Inte- 
relts of the _ ſeveral Parties. That all Proteſtants did : 
every where abhor it,, and hold the remembrance of it, - 
ſtill in deteſtation, needs not. be doubted. AH that 
were noble or: generous in: the. Rowan Church were 
aſhamed of it, but many extolled it to the Heavens as a 
work of Angels; and others did caſt the blame of it on 
the Proteſtants. The Court of Spain rejaiced.openly at 
it.. They delighted in the ſhedding of Proteſtant Blood, , 
and were alſo glad to ſee France again embroil'd, and to 
be freed of the fears they had of a War in Flanders. In. 
which if the French King had engaged, he had in alt . 
appearance conquered in one year, that for which his 
Succeſſors have been ſince fighting a whole Age.. . 


But let us next examine: how: the tidings. of this Maſ-. 
acre were received at Roxze, by which we may judg 
how fitly that part of Antichriſt's Character, of being 
drunk with the Blood of the Saints, agrees to it. The. 
News was brought thither . the 6th of September, up- 
on which a Conliſtory of the Cardinals was preſently 
called, and the Legate's Letter, that contained a Relati- - 
=: on of the Maſſacre, being read, they went ſtraight in a.. 
Proceſſion to St. Mark's Church, where they offercd }. 
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up their ſolemn thanks ——_ for this = Bleſſing to 
the See of Rome, and the Catholique Church. And on 
Monday following, there was another Procefiion made 
by the Pope and Cardinals to the Mizerva, where they 
had high Maſs, and then the Pope granted a Jubilee to 
all Chriſtendom : And one of the Reaſons was, Lhat 


they (hould thank God fo2 the laughter 
of the Enemies of the Church, lately 


erecuted in France. Two days after that, the 
Cardinal of Lorrair, had another great Proceſſion of all 

the Clergy, the Ambaſladours, Cardinals, and the Pope 

himſelf, who came to St. Lewis Chappel, where the 
Cardinal celebrated Maſs himſelf. And in the King of 

France his Name he thanked the Pope and the Cardi- 

nals, for their good Councils, the help they had given 

him, and the affiſtance he received from their Prayers, 

of which he had found moſt wonderfitleffets. He alſo 
"FRF delivered the King's Letters to the Pope, in which. he 
= _=_ * Wrote, That more Heretiques had been defirged in that one 

An. 1591, 49), than in all the twelve years of the War. 

Nor did the Pope think there was yet Blood enongh 

ſhed, but that which all the World condemned as exce(- 
 fiveCruelty, he apprehended was too gentle. There- 

fore he {ent Cardinal QOrſ/z his Legate in all haſte to 

France, to thank the King for ſo great a Service done the 

Church, and to defire him to go on, and extirpate He- 

reſfie Root and Branch, that it might never grow again. 

In order to which, he was to procure the Council of 

Trent to be received in France; and as the Legat paſ- 

fd through, in his Journey to "Paris, he gave a Plenary 
Abſolution to all that had been Actors in the Mat- 


acre. 
The 
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The beſt Picrure-drawers, and workers of Tapiſtry,were - 
alſo put towork to ſet off this Action with all poſlible - 
glory, and a Sute of theſe Hangings are to this day in 
the Pope's Chappel. So well do they like the thing, 
that they. preſerve the remembrance of. it ſtill,” even 1 
the place of their Worſhip. Such a repreſentation does 
indeed very well agree with their Devotion, whoſe 
Religion and Doctrine led on their Votaries to the 
thing ſo expreſſed. By this we may eafily gather what 
is to be expected from that Court, . and what we ought 
to look for, when-ever: we are at the mercy of Men, 
whoſe Religion will not only bear them through, but 
ſet them on to commit the moſt Treacherous and Bloody. 
Maſlacres. 
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